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REPORT, 

Kc. flfc. 



JD£F0R£ the Directors proceed to comment on 
the particulars of Mr. Thorpe's publication, it may 
be expedient to request the attention of the Subscri- 
bers to some important considerations respecting the 
nature and difficulties of the task which they have 
undertaken. They found themselves, from the very 
firsts embarrassed between the wish which, on the one 
hand, they felt fully to discharge the duty imposed on 
them, and the impossibility, on the other, of doing 
tUs in any adeqi^ate manner, without goii^ into such 
a length of detail as would be likely to exhaust the 
patience of the most indulgent audience. ** To 
draw up a full and detailed Report on all such parts 
of Mr. Thorpe's publication as in any manner con* 
cem the conduct and proceedings of this Institution, 
or the character of its members, or of any persons 
employed in its service '' (such are the terms of the 
Resolution adopted by the Board), would indeed 
be an Herculean labour; for it may -be truly 
affirmed, that almost in every paragraph of Mr. 
Thorpe's pamphlet some charge is made, or some 
imputation cast, either on the Institution itself or on 
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several of its most active members. It ought also 
to be remembered that the alleged misconduct applies 
to a considerable number of individuals, and extends 
through a period of near twenty-five years. Above 
all (to explain the difficulty of the Board still more 
clearly by a specific instance), it should be consi- 
dered, that in order fully to disprove a short and 
simple proposition, such for instance as that serious 
charge contamed in Mr. Thorpe's sixth page, that 
cultivation in the Colony of Sierra Leone had been 
retarded *by the Sierra Leone Company, it Would be 
necessary; not merely to repel thef charge in the same 
general terms in which it was preferred, but to ex- 
hibit the various proofs and authorities by which it 
might be incontestably shewn, thfett, from the first 
settlement of the Colony of Sierra Leone, amkbfr 
many and great obstacles, cultivation had been tlie 
object of the Company's anxious and unremitted 
attention: To establish, therefore, even this ^»)gle 
point,' as it might be satisfactorily and decisively esta* 
blii^ed by a detail of particulars-^by extracts from 
the original records, journlals, correspondences, andif 
reports, extending through so many years — ^would 
alone constitute a compilation, which, though ren<- 
dered as concise as possible, would occupy mote time 
and attention ^thah the Board dares venture to hope 
the Subscribers would be willitig to spare to this 
discussion^ 'Yet, after all, this, though undoubtedly* 
an impbrtant point, would be but one of tbe many 
assertions vthich the Directors fed it their duty ta 
deny, would be but one of the numerous chargea 
which they can positively and entirely repel. 
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Notwithstanding, therefore, the earnest wish which 
the Directors feel to execute completely the task they 
have undertaken, they fear that they must still leave 
many mistafementi^ of feet unrefuted, and many un- 
foui^ded insinuations unrepelled. But they confidently 
trust thai the statements they shall make will deci^ 
lively establisl} the utter groundlessness of thosa 
charges which are the most important : and that not 
only the Subscribers, but tlie public at large, will 
learn from the specimens which the Report shall 
afford tiiem, what estimate to form of other charges 
and insinuations which either have proceeded, or may 
hereafter proceed, from the same source, against in- 
dividuals of hitherto unblemished characters. 

The pamphlet of Mr. Thorpe commences with an 
attack on ti^ Court of Directors of the Sierra Leone 
Company, whose cOhtJuct, and even whose motives^ 
he arraigns in the strongest and most unqualified 
terins. In justice to that body, it may be proper t6 
specify who were the irtdividualk composing it. The 
Chairman and leading metober of it, fr^m the first 
institution of thte Company to its final dissolution;^ 
was Mr. Henry Thornton, who is well known' to have 
devoted a large portion of his time, and the powers 
of his active, discriminatmg, and upright mind to the 
guperintendance of its concerns. It fell chiefly to 
him to examine and select persons for the Connpai>y*S 
service abroad, to conduct the correspondence with 
the Colony, and to prepare the Reports that were made 
to the Proprietors, or which were afterwards printed. 
Th6 Deputy Chairmen were, successively, Philip 
Sansom, Eiq: ; Cbarles Grant, Esq^ now Chairman of 
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the East- India Company ; and Lord Teignmotttb* Sir 
Charles Middleton^ afterwards Lord Barham; Adr 
iniral Sir GeorgcS Young ; and Thomas Ciarksooi 
Esq. were efficient Directors until they quitted Lon* 
don ; and the Hon. Edward James Eliot, to the time 
of his death. Besides these, the following gentle- 
men were in the direction during almost the whoW 
period of the Company's existence:— W.Wilberforce, 
Esq. M. P. ; Thomas Babington, Esq. M. P. ; 
Thomas Furley Forster^ Esq. ; Joseph Hardcastle, 
Esq.; John Inglis,^ Esq,; John Kingston, Esq.; 
Samuel Parker, Esq. ; Edward Parry, Esq«; John 
Prinsep> Esq.; Granville Sharpe, Esq.; and George 
Wolff, Esq. 

The various statements which have been laid be* 
fore Parliament and the public, on the subject of 
Sierra Leone, were drawn up and simctiobed by 
these well-known and distinguished characters, whom 
it is unnecessary to defend from the imputation of 
either having practised a deception on the public, or 
of having been actuated by corrupt or improper mo* 
tives» They contributed, some of them largely, from 
their own funds, to the general object; and the 
situation which they held as Directors, was attended 
- with no pecuniary advantage. It was made a bye 
law from the first, that no member of their body 
should derive any emolument from the Company, 
beyond the dividend which he might receive ia.com- 
mon with all other proprietors.. 

The reports and statements of these individuals 
may be referred to as completely negativing the 
charges and imputations of Mr. Thorpe ; and as Mr. 
Thorpe did not visit the Colony until three ^yeara 
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and a half after the CoiQpany had ceased to govern 
it, and his residence diere continued only, for 
tw«ity-one months, namely from July 1811 to 
Mardi 1819, his testimony cannot be regarded as 
^ much moment when thus opposed. Whatever 
credit might be due to his testimony, when speaking 
ai things within the sphere of his observation, yet of 
what passed during tli« Sierra Leone Company's ad- 
ministration of the Colony he could have no perscmal 
knowledge. His representations, therefore, loose and 
vague as they are, can hardly be allowed to weigh 
materially against the deliberate and recorded state-^ 
roents of the gentlemen who have been named, them-- 
selves actors in the business, and possessing full ac* 
cess to every official document, and to the best 
sources of oral information. 

He^, therefore, the case of the Court of Directors 
of the Sierra Leone Company might be safely Idt. 
It may, nevertheless, be expedient, with the view of 
fully appreciating the value of Mr. Thorpe's testi* 
mony, to examine somewhat more in. detail the spe- 
cific charges which he makes against that body. 

1. Mr. Thorpe affirms (p. 3), that the Sierra 
Leone Company '' had a monopoly of the trade." 
The Board presumes that he means the trade of 
the Colony, although the preceding paragraph (p. 2) 
would seem to imply that he meant the *' trade of 
the west coast of Africa." But had Mr. Thorpe 
merely consulted the Act incorporating the Sierra 
Leone Company, and this it surely was his duty 
to have done, he must have known that, they 
possessed no commercial monopoly whatever; a 
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clause having been introduced into that Act, which 
had the effect of preventing any such monopoly 
even within their own territory. 

But as it was possible, that although the Com- 
pany possessed no monopoly by law, they fflight, 
nevertheless, in point of fact, monopolize the colo-^ 
nial trade, the Directors have pointed their inqui- 
ries to this object ; — and they have ascertained to 
their entire satisfaction, that even within- the colony 
of Sierra Leone itself, the Company had to contend 
from the first with rival traders, both British and 
American; that they never possessed the power of 
excludmg merchandize from the settlferhent, whence*^ 
soever, or by whomsoever it might be imported ; amf 
that, as there was a frequent resort to the river 
Sierra Leone of ships both from Europe and Ame- 
rica ; and, as many slave factories were planted in the 
immediate vicinity of the Colony, whence goodd 
might easily be introduced ; the Company could not 
have retained the colonial trade, except by regulating 
their profits on a more moderate scale than would siril 
private adventurers. In point of fftct; it appears that 
the Company continued to carry on trade for many 
years, less with a view tjp theivown benefit, tliari to 
that of the infant colony*; and ihey even held out 
inducements to persons of probity to settle as- mer- 
chants at Sierra Leone, in the hope of being thins 
enabled gradaally to relinquishr. their commei^cral 
pursuits altogetiher; without material disadvantage to 
the settlement . '- 

2. Noti^ithstanding this alleged mondp&fyy M^r^ 
Thorpe observes (p, 3), that the Company " sunk 
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a}aio$t tp baokruptcy from causes enveloped iri myx- 

The Cotripany, as has been seen^ had no mono- 
poly. The charge of mystery is equally unfounded. 
The Act of Incorporation required that a general 
meeting of the Proprietors should be held at least 
once every year ; and that an account of the debts, 
credits, and capital of the Company, should be an* 
nually published in tlie Gazette.. These requisitions 
were regularly fulfilled. The general meetings of 
t^ Proprietors were usually nun()erous and respect- 
able, and to tbeCQ a full and detailed Report of the 
events of the pre(:ediDg year wai; made, accompar 
nied by a statement of the Company's funds. The 
substance of these Reports was printed from time 
totime, viz. in 1754, .17S4 1798, 18Q1, 18&4, w«i 
1808^ 90 a? to .form « a history of the Colony 
and of the Compf^ny, irom the commence^meot of 
the Institution in 1791, to the traiiksfer of the Cdony 
%o tlje Crown, on the 1st of Japuavy, 1803, 
. Of eadi of tl^-.|]ffjptpd Reports,..?!]^: i^ mirpbeiv 
abo^t 2000 copies H^ere flistribute^ 9^Qng' ^ Pmr 
pri^^s. Of tb^ B^port pf ,1794, containing .a 
fuU history of tI)eJQriSt.(twot years, and a b«<lf of the 
Coiop^ny, a large ed;t;ip|3 ^^ a)sa printed for public 
sale in ap octay^t vol.^Aip;,.!b^ .RhiUifiS> of. George 
Yard, Lombard Sti^eet, of .who«i itiwy still be ob^ 
tained.. . ) 

Besides this, iour pafr^ameuteijy inquii:ies have 
takm place into Jhp affairs qf the Company, one alf 
t^. bar of the HAWp./jf, Im^\ in l799.;.aaoA«iv 
w a ConmUti^ oi tbe Hw^ of Qimmm^ in. ifios,. 
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of which Lord Castlereagh was chairman, and Mr. 
Pitt an active member ; a third, in a Committee 
of the House of Commons, in 1803-4, of which 
the Marquis of Lansdowne, then Lord Henry Petty, 
was chairman, and of which the present Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, Mr. Vansittart, was an efficient 
member; and a fourth, in a Committee of the 
House of Commons, in 1807, of which the Mar- 
quis of Buckingham, then Lord Temple, was chair* 
man. 

The Reports of these Committees, with the eri* 
dence delivered before them, and also the evidence 
taken at the bar of the House of Lords, were printed 
for the use of the members* 

Under these circumstances, with what colour of 
truth can it be said that any mystery has enveloped 
the affairs of the Company or the conduct of the 
Directors? Indeed, the character of the Directors 
would of itself have been a guarantee against any 
corrupt appropriation of the funds entrusted to 
them, even if full details of their transactions had 
not from time to time been laid before their consti- 
tuents, and also before Earliatnent and the public. 

The causes which led to the absorption of the ca- 
pital of the Company are in no degree involved in 
mystery. They are plain and obvious, and have 
been clearly stated on various occasions. The capi- 
tal joint stock of the Company was originally 
234,000/. Before the first two years and a half had 
past, that is to say, before the 1st of July, 1794,' 
the Company had already expended near 100,000/. 
in maintaining the necessary establishment of Euro* 
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peans; in subsisting, for a great part of that time, 1 100 
settlers ; in providing temporary accommodation on 
shipboard, for their servants and others, until bouses 
should be prepared ; in the erection of the necessary 
dwelling-houses and public buildings ; in alloting to 
the Colonists their lands, and cutting roads thrpugU 
all parts of the settlement; and in the various con« 
tingent expenses, both at home and abroad, to which 
such an undertaking is necessarily liable. To this 
they bad to add, the heavy loss arising from the de^ 
struction, by an accidental fire in the harbour of 
Sierra Leone, of a store-ship of 800 tons burthen, 
used as a floating factory, with a large assortment of 
merchandize on board, valued at 18,000/* 

^ Much of the expense which bad been incurred in 
establishing the Colony, previous to the period that 
has been specified, would hot indeed have proved 
eventually a loss to the Conapany, had ^t not been, 
that a few months afterwards, namely, in September, 
1794, the Colony was captured by a French squa-J 
dron, which burnt every house of every kind that 
the Company had erected, captured eleven vessels 
of different sizes from 50 to 300 tons, and. garrie^ 
oflf or destroyed merchandize to a very Mrgie^ 
amount. /' ' • 

With a capital thus diminisbed to; about one 
third of its original amount, the Company had to 
commence their operations anew j tp^ re-erect . the 
houses, warehouses, and other public bi|i}dipg5, tliat 
liad been destroyed, and to maint^iiq all the.jBSlablish* 
ments which were necessary for the government, 
defence, and subsistence of the Colony; for the pre* 

Q 
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senration of health, for the education of youth, and for 
public religious instruction^ besides sustaining various 
heavy commercial losses, in consequence of the war 
which then prevailed. All these expenses they bore 
for six years longer; namely, till 1800, without any 
aid whatever from any quarter. The Colonists con- 
tributed nothing towards defraying them; and it 
was then for the first time that the Company appli- 
ed for and obtained a share, at first small, but which 
was afterwards enlarged, of the public bounty, which, 
for nearly a century, had been annually bestowed on 
other Establishments on the coast of Africa, erected 
with far diflferent views from those which actuated 
the Sierra Leone Company ; namely, for promoting 
and protecting the accumulated evils of the Slave 
Trade. 

The Sierra Leone Company thought, and not 
without reason, that while such large sums of the 
public money had been expended in spreading bar- 
barism and desolation in thiat country, they might 
fairly claim some aid fi-om Parliament for the main- 
tenance of an establishment which was formed with 
the express design of counteracting these evils, and 
which, without such aid, must have been aban- 
doned *. 

Two of the inqufa-ies already referred to as having 
taken place in committees of the House of Commons, 
originated in the applications of the Company for a 
grant of money to de^y the expense of maintainiq^ 
the Colony* That of 1803-4, went into the exarai* 

*SeeAi^iuKx A, 
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nation at gr^t lengtb, even of hostile evidence, and 
particularly that of Captain, now Admiral, Hallowell j 
and its Report may be referred to as conclusively 
proving, that down to that period there had been no 
deviation, on the part of the Court of Directors of 
^ Sierra Leone Company, from Uie professed ob- 
jects of that institution, and that they were not 
chargeable with any misapplication of the funds en- 
trusted to them* On the contrary, this Committee 
after a most laborious investigation, give it as their 
opinion, that *^ unless a transfer of the Colony to 
the Crown should be effiscted, and until it take place, 
there does not appear any better memis of discharge 
ing the obligations of Government towards the 
Nova ^cotians and Maroons, or of obtaining the 
other ben^cial purposes proposed by the Institution 
tf the Colony f than by supporting the Company* s 
Government^ as now estabUshed." * 

* la juflice to Uie Siena Leone Compaay, it oiigbt to be 
itated, thsA they had iocttrred very heavy expenses by taking 
Ufider their protection and management a large number of 
Bhu^s from Nova Scotia. These had formerly been Slaves, 
who, having joined the British standard in the American Re« 
volutionary War, and having been taken to Nova^Scotia after 
its termination, had petitioned the British Government to 
remove them to a more congenial climate, jnst about the time 
of the founding of the Colony of ^iftrra Leone. At a subse-* 
qtient period, the Company also received, at the express and 
earnest entteaty of his Majest/s Government, a considerable 
^mber of lamaica. Maroons. To both of these bodies, it was 
declared tl^-the Conunittee of the House of Commons, and 
acknowledged by the Members^ of the Administration, that 
the British Government was bound by every consideration o« 
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3. Mr. Thorpe states it (p. 3.) ts matter o£ 
charge against the Company, that " th^ir best ser- 
vants were obliged to seek establishments under the 
t)ative chiefs." This wa$ illustrated by a private 
communication which Mr. Thorpe made to the Board, 
signifying that the Company had " forced many of 
their servants Jnto the Slave Trade." The meaning 
of the passage is indeed explained by the note an- 
nexed to it, Which statesj that some of these best 
servants of the Company ** returned to the Colony 
Hfter the Abolition Act passed." — ^The Directors 
of the Company themselves had already stated the cir- 
cumstance with much concern. In liie evidence laid 
iby them before Parliament in 1802, and also in 
1 803-4, is this passage : — " The slave trade, by the high 
profits which it presents, has tempted some settlefs 
at Sierra Leone, and even a few individuals who 
had gone out in the Company's employ, either to em- 

Justice aikl good faith to ^onticute its sdppdrt and prbtiKJtion^ 
And the same Committee, in 1804, after a minute inquiry and 
jiearing every objection which could be raised to the meli- 
sure, united in opinion with the Directors of the Company^ 
that it would be expedient^ with a view to the accomplishment 
of the objects for which the Colony was founded, that it shoiM 
be transferred to the Crown^ aikd distinctly stated in its Report, 
that, on account of the obligation to provide for the Nova- 
Scotians and M^roons^ independently of all considerations of 
the civilization and improvement of Africa, 'Mt was doubtful 
nvhether the evacuation of the Colony would not lead to- expense 
as great as that with which its support would be att^nded/'^ 
See Report of a Committee of the House af Cdmmonsuin 180&-4, 
p. 7. and the evidence of John King, Esq.* Under Secret»ry of 
5tatp, ann<ezed to it^ pi^ a7» . . I . ^ ■ h i : 
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bark in the service of slave factpries, or to enter on 
their own account into that traffic." The persons/ 
therefore, whom Mr. Thorpe ambqpiouidy describes 
a$ the Company's best servants, *^ seeking establish* 
ments under native chiefs/' are, in £Bict, those whom 
the Directors of the Company more properly describe, 
as having been tempted to quit their service, and em- 
bark in the slave trade^ by the expectation of high 
profits, although, when they entered into the service 
of the Sierra Leone Company, they had subscribed' 
a bond, with a heavy penalty attached to it, ,oiot 
to engage in that trade. But this calamitous cir* 
cumstance Mr. Thorpe contrives to convert ipto a 
grave charge against the Company. And these men,' 
voluntarily embarking in the slave trade, in violation 
not only of their, solemn engagement to Che Ccmipanyt. 
but of every just; humane, and beneficent principle/ 
are styled by him the Company's best servants. Thi» 
sympathy with slave traders is a striking feature in 
the pamphlet of Mr, Thonpe. 

4. Mr. Thorpe charges the Sierra Ltoioe Com^* 
pany with failing in their engagements to the Nova<« 
Scotian Settlers. — For this- cfaargp there does iot 
appear to be any just foundation. On the contrary,' 
the Coippany appeajr to have acted^withascrupolous* 
attention to their engagements to this body of people. 

They promised to give twenty acres of land to each 
man, ten to each wpman, and five to each child, under 
various conditions: the only one of whiefa they have 
ever neqaired t^e fnlfUfnenit^ basi be^'the paytnen^ 
of a B^ail quiila:enlx)f a 'ishjUingian acre. 
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. Of tbc^gmiitity of land thus promised, one fiftb 
part was allotted to the whole body of the Colonists, 
before the first year of their residence at Sierra Leone 
bad expired; suid in the mean time, they were en* 
titely supported at the Corapany^s expense* But eyen 
this fifth part has proved more than sufficient for 
them. The remauuBg four- fifths have been repeat- 
edly offieised to them, but the oflfer has been for ob-^ 
viiMis reasons generally declined. Having already 
tteeived more land than they required for cuhiva-*' 
tioD, it imald have been i^ mere burthen to have 
received a ^ther allotment, subject, bb it would have 
been, to the payment of the qintrent. The right, 
however^ to the remaining fow'^fths of the quan^ty 
of land originally promised them, was carefully pre* 
aerwd to the Nova Scotians. 7%^ urns stipulpitei by 
the Sierra Leone Compam/^ and agreed to by his Ma* 
jesty's Government^ when the transfer of the Colony 
to the Crown was negociated ; and tlie King's Gover- 
nor was accordingly instructed by the Secretary of 
State to satisfy the claims of the Nova Scotians for 
forth^ aUotments, to the full extent of the Sierra 
Leone Company's promises. 

Here, however, the Board is enabled to produce 
testimony to which Mr. Thorpe cannot object. 
On the ] 6th of May^ 18 IS, he himself addressed 
a lettei* to Governor Maxwell^ in the following. 
te«ns:— 

^^ My dear Sir, 

V " Mr. Heddle delivered t6 me by your Excels 

lency's desire,, an ^unfinished 4raft of a grant for 
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Crown Lands, aud otiier papers relativeto the claiini 
cf persons in this Colony. 

*' Lord Liverpool seems only anxious to have the 
engagements of the Sierra Leone Company with the 
Settlers from Nwa Scotia fkyOkd. I shctiM, there- 
fore, advise your issuing a prodamation, desving al 
Nova Scotia Settlers, *wbo had entered into any eil>* 
gagement with the Sierra Leone Company, to send 
in their claims, diat they may be considered and 
fttlfilied as for as they are just, and that every cldm 
not sent in before the 1st of May, 1813, will be con- 
sidered void and of no eflfect. By this means yoa 
will pay immediate attention to Lord LiverpooKf 
letter; you will accurately know what land \a vataot 
oh the 1st of May 1813, what claims you have 
to settle, what encouragement you can give, and at 
the same time convince the people of your readiness 
to secure every person, worthy of your protection, in 
their property and privileges." 

But whence could this anxiety on the part of Lord 
Liverpool have arisen, except from the representa- 
tions of the Sierra Leone Company, Avhom Mr. 
Thorpe accuses of idfidelity to tbm engagements.^ 
And what efiect did the measure pressed by Mr% 
Thorpe produce? Not above tiiree or four.applsca^ 
lions gnmnded upon it, appear to have b^en madt 
to the Colonial Govertiment 

S. But Mr. Thorpe, while he admits itbal land 
to the extent of a fifth part of the quantity promised 
tiiem, was allotted to the Nova-Scotian Settlers^ stalefl^ 
^' that imiAements. to cul^vale even this fifth^Mt 
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were difficult to find, and too expensive to procure/' 
— This allegation is also without foundation. At no 
period, while the Sierra licone Company continued 
to govern the Colony, does there appear to have 
been any want of implements of husbandry or of 
tools of any Jcihd. Prone as the Nova*Scotian Set- 
tlers ever have been, among other infirmities to be 
traced but too naturally to their former debased eon- 
ditiori of slavery, to indulge in trivial and unreasour 
able complaints, there is no trace to be found in any 
of their representations, not even in their petition 
which Dr. Thorpe has annexed to bis pamphlet, of 
a want either of mechanical tools or of implements 
of husbandry. But indiependently of this circum- 
«tance, the Board has had the most satisfactory evi«- 
deiice laid before it, that during the whole period of 
the Company's administration, no want of implements 
was experienced in the Colony. Mr. TlH)rpe appears 
to be the only individual who has ever attributed the 
backwardness of cultivation at Sierra Leone to thi$ 
cause, 

6. Mr. Thorpe farther maintains, ngt . only that 
implements could with difficulty be procured to tiU 
the s6il, 'but that the Company, for qfirtain interested 
motives, actually discouraged cultivation in the Co- 
lony. Cultivation was " retarded" by them (p» 6){ 
nay, it was not even " attempted.'' (p. 49.) . 

It must be obvious, however, and the Directors of 
the Sierra Leone Company, who were men Jcnown 
to possess large, enlightened, and liberal views, were 
not likely to be blind to this truth, that their own 
prosperity was intimately linked, with' that tif Ibe 
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' fiettlelDent, the basis of which must be the cultivatidti 
of the soil. That they were thoroughly penetrated 
with this sentiment, is shewn by various dispatches 
which they addressed to their Governor and 
Council/ whoi on their part, appear to have been 
.uniformly giuded by similar views. 

Indeed, the statement of Mn Thorpe on this 
pointy is utterly^, unfounded; The Board has re^ 
ceived the iclelurest and most unequivocal testimony, 
that from tike day the Cokmy was first planted to 
the motoent of its transfer to the Crown, the Sierra 
Leone Company and their servants exerted them^ 
•selves, to the utmost of their power, to promote a 
spirit of cukivatioo both among the settlers and the 
surrounding natives. 

Advantages and facilities of various kinds were 
held out to such Settlers as should fix upon their 
farms and ei^ge in agricultiira Premiums were 
annually proposed to lhem» to encourage the building 
of £Etrm-hcK]S66^ the rearmg of cattle, pigs, ficc. the 
raising of all kinds of provttions, and the cultivation 
of articles of exportable produce; which premiums 
were Continued even to the very kst year of ihe 
Company's connection with the Colony* 

An emineni; botanisti^ Dr. Afiieltuis, who now 
stands high in the University of Upsal, was employed^ 
ata very considerable ekpense, in investigating the 
natural hii^ry of Sierra Leone, ahd in pointing out 
iod rearing useful plants ; and under his i^uperihfi&nd- 
ance.a garden of experiment w&s lindertalosn ; while 
ex|]kerime&tal fiiniis were* also set on foot by the 
Com))any» and evm by the principal servants <d the 

o 
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Company at liieir qwq expeuae, wMh ti leiav tuoth to 
sNimulate the Colonists, and to iosttruct tfaem how 
vahiftble articleft of tropical prodaetion mi^be cul- 
tivated. 

Besides this, a large ceileetion of vsdiiafc^ plants 
from the East and Wert Indies, and Idbe Soodi 8eM> 
was procured from the JCing's gardan ^Qt Kew, 
and sent to Sierra Eeone by the Company, wt* 
€ompanied by a regular ^dener. And these halv- 
ing been completely destroyed, as 'well w the garden 
of experiment, by the French squadron which, in 
1794, laid waste^tbe Colony ; wiiierapceedingTwr, 
ooe of the Oompany's. Teasels was iitted >aut, at a 
large expeiise, for tfie sole fMirpoeejof lepairingtbiB 
loss, and procuring a farther supply of ociigenial 
plants and seeds from the ifidand of St Thomas, 
and other places^to the soufth of Sierra Leone, 

In short, eviery ibiiig appeans^ tx> have ibean done 
winch the Coinpany could do to promote caltiration^*; 
and jnwbatever d^veeit has been impeded, tfa^impe*- 
dimeises appear not to hai^ arisen from discoMraige^ 
rnehts on the part of /the Ccunpany or their i^rvant^, 
iiiit firom circtittistaiices whkh' were wholly beyond 
their controuU 

The grand impedimeM whiciiy from, fiiat >to last, 
obstrurcted the views of the Company and of thek 
agents, in respect to the cdtivationi^^f ike ^oi^iw^is 
the md<^n<]e:of the Settlers^ and their ^iodispofikicm 
to 'this species of employment in ^htt^n wrfiMen 
at various perbds by itoveral most infttilig^^itt 'auMl 
redpn^Gti^^ cteepvers, ihisiindtidpdsilioii 'Was stalled 
to be so strong, that if -any other «ml«' «f «ubr 
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sifitaooe, requiriDg lese bodily . axertion, could he 
fmind,. the purMid of; ^icultwe wm infallibly m^ 
^ted. "HeocQ tilie Skve Trtde preamted ap iirre* 
siatiblQ attraction to maiiy of the Setdei«i who quitted 
the Colony^ and fixed tberaselvea in slave factories. 
Mfttiyoth^rs^ who did not actually become n\vf» 
tMders^ preferred the easi^ life of carrying on. & 
petty taiade in ricei camwood, ami Jivn stock, with 
ike nativas in ttoe adjacent rivers^ .to the cultivation 
of their fiinns. Othem rMber wiployed themselves 
10 fiabing { a. considerable number as mechanics^; 
and BMny as lahoarecs on the public works* 

UiideK thMe oircuBistaiMie^ it is not very surprise 
iug ^lat the cultivation of land» in i^ colony the wbote 
pop^liOionf of whifih> pravibua to the .year ISQi* 
n^y^^r lACeeded IWO persons, of all ages^ undi 
down to^ the ^4od of the transfer of the Colony^ 
never amauntitd ta 2QQQ> should not have beea iiery 
e»ik^)ve, 

j^t ni9i|witbMandiiG^ the general indisposition oi^ 
t^ CokrtMfo to Am sfm^sss of enqdoyment, so Btea-^ 
dily w^e tbe efforts of the Company directed t^ 
imi9Mte^i(v tbut a oonsideroble quantity of land was 
«^^jiy bf ought kito cultivation, and far nu)re.prQ* 
ffe$& would dmbtless have been naadei but for events 
mbjfsh tlttBiatrd would faane imagined were too no- 
tm^iottf to be overlooked by MtcThorpe^ 

In ^ year 1800;^ an e&rtjpif some of the Colo* 
^i|^ 10^ pwieto tbemseLvea. of the supreme power, 
tndi^ in. miiitsiarsefition^i which, both in its. progress 
tUl& effiMks, mu veiy^ nafevourable to agricultures 

In tfafi yttM 1801 and: X^QSi^ the Colony^ was 
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pfAct attacked by a combination of the surrounding 
natives; and although those attacks^ (wfaieh were 
brought on, partly by the. zeal the Company had 
manifested for the Abolition of the Slave Trade, 
partly by the protection they had afforded to fiig^ 
tive slaves, partly by the undefined appr^itnsions 
which the progress of the Colony had produeed in 
the minds of the native chiefs, and partly by the hppe 
of plunder), were repelled, yet the alarm created by 
them was such, as to lead to a total abandonment 
qf cultivation. The Colonists quitted the countay, 
and took refuge in the town from the dangam 
which were 8ui^[>osed to await those who might re- 
main dispersed on their- farms. In consequ^ice of 
this state of things, and an. idea that the Cdonyt 
would be evacuated, cultivation was entirely sus-. 
pended ; . nor was it renewed until nearly three years 
f^'teFwards, when the determination of Parliament to 
maintain the Colony was made known there» Before 
that time, almost every trace of former cultivation 
had been obliterate, — a circumstance which will be 
very intdligible to those whj know the rapidity with 
which, in tropical climates, weeds and brushwood 
resume the empire of the soil, if the labour of the 
fsultivator be intermitted even for a short time. The 
period of inaction, also, which thus interv^ied, im>- 
duced, both in respect to morals and industry, a very 
unfavourable effect on the general habits of the Go-^ 
lonistsj many of whom became again almost entirely 
dependent on the Company for their subsistenoe, and 
^us added greatly to the cdonial OKpenditure ; bo^ 
yiQt a few of whom migrated to slave factQriesL 
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Very considerable effiKts were now made by the' 
Company's servants, to restore industry and culti-* 
vation, and with more success than, under the 
peculiarly discouraging circumstances which had 
taken place, could have been expected. The Co- 
lony remamed in their hitnds only three years after 
it was known there that the result of the parlia^- 
mentary inquiry was a resolution to maintain it; 
and in that time, such were the exertions made fo 
repair the utter devastation which had taken place/ 
^t when Mr. Thompson arrived at Sierra Leone, 
in tiie numth of July 1808, he was struck witfi the 
general appearance of plenty and prosperity which' 
pervaded it His words, in a letter to the Secretary 
of J^te, Lord Ca^llereagh, dated S7th July, 1808, 
ai*e these:— 

•* I have tiie honour to report to your Lordship* 
that I "found the appearaiure of the Colony in many 
respects more favourable thati I had any reason td 
expect The quantity of stock of all kinds which 
fill the streets of die setilement, and the very respec- 
table appearance of the inhalntatits, are strong in- 
dications of prosperity, and of the increase of do- 
mestic industry/* • 

If the Colony afterwards declined, so that when 
MV.Thprpe was there,' four years afterwards, the satrie 
appearances of plenty and prosperity were no longer 
visible ; this cannot invalidate the above testimony" 
of Mr. Thompson, to whose authority the Board the 
rather appeals, because Mir. Thorpe himself ^will ad- 
mit him to be a competent M'itness ; nor can it be 
|iiade 9* charge against the- Sierra Ledn*^ Company, 
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who had oeaaed to govern the Cdony ; nor against 
the Africaii Inatitation, who never have had any share 
in its government at alL But this point wiU be con- 
^dered hereafter. 

Mr. Thorpe would insinuate that the Company 
discouraged cultivation in the Colony, for the sake 
of the rice trade which they carried o» for its siip*^ 
ply. The Company did indeed take great pains to^ 
supply the Colony with rice and catUe^ whenever 
circumstances like those which liave now been Oien* 
tioned rekidered such a supply peonliart^ need&L 
They also made a point of purchajsiog the rice which 
was offered for sale by the natives, with a view of 
encouraging their industry, iis well as reideeiqing 
the pledge they had given of affording them « viar-^ 
ket for their commodities ; but there was^ no hmnch 
of their trade by which they appear to have sus- 
tained heavier losses, than by thi& It {H'oved ah^ost 
umformly a losing traffii;, 

7/ The nert point, as it r^pects the Sierra 
Leone Company^ to which the attention of the Board 
has been called, is that of civili»tion« 

'* In civilization,'' Mr. Thorpe observes (p; 4), 
^' they proceeded so far as to send two peraons to 
Teemboo, a few days' walk from. Sierra liione> and 
educated half a dozen African boys in England^ 
sufficiently for common clerkships in the Colony.'' 
Qe even does not scruple to a£lrm (p. 49) that qi* 
vilization was not attempted by the Company. 

After a thorouglii investi^gMion of the ^^ence 
whidi relates to liiis part of th^ sul^iect^ jut isdne to 
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the Siam Lsotye Omfanf aodl tbdr ageols to ny, 
that the. promotioQ of . ctniliiBtion, both wkhia the 
Colooy aad amqog the rommnding natives ef 
Ainca, was net only never lost sight of, but appeam 
to have been stmmously piwsued by then during the 
ivhole period of tbeir administration* 

As early as the nioiith of Januaiy 179% only ten 
monlfas after the foundaition^taiie of the Cok>ny was 
laid^ theie wene three hundred children under in- 
t«niction at Sierra Leoiie» and untii tbe Conipan[^ 
ceased to govern it, tbe instruction of ehiidren newr 
ceased to be an -oli^ect of their anxious care. On 
tills object alone tbef expended, on tbe average, at 
Sierra Leone, fi-om 600L to 1000/. a year, during 
the sixteen years they held the Colony ; and the edu- 
cation of Africans in England cost them not less Iban 
from »,SO0Lto4O&0l. As to tiie effect produced 
by thc»r efforts^ k- might be sufficient to refer to 
the Report of Lord Castlerea)^'s Committee. It is 
as folkms:--^ 

^^ Of the progress of education within the Set- 
tienent, your Committee bare hud satiefiwtoiy proof 
laid before them. 

^ Of tbe aci|imements of tbe native children, who 
have been removed to this country for education, 
your Committee have been able to judge by their 
omi pergonal observation; and they ba^e traced with 
peculiar satisfiiction, not only the extent of tbeir in- 
formation, but tbe striksig degree of natural talent 
whieb these children have displayed/' 
< It^ttottis (careelypossible that Mn Thorpe should 
bave^ been ignorant of tiiefoct, that from the com- 
mencement of tile Colony, to the time of its being 
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.transferred ta the Crown^ the Company had itiaifl' 
tained schocds there, to which the children of the 
. Colonistswere gratuitousljadmitlied ; especially asa)- 
most every Nova-Seotian youth in the Colony, both 
male and female, and many Maroons, whom he must 
have been in the daily habit of seeing, had received 
rin those schools the etecnentary parts of educaticm. 
X It seems also difficult to conceive how. Mr. Thorpe 
-should bave been ignorant, of tbefact that the Com- 
pany had gone to very considerable expense in edur 
eating natives of Africa, both in Africa and J6 £og* 
land. The chiefs around Sierra Leone were earr 
jiestly invited, from. the first, to send their children 
to that place for education, and many were sent 
-The sense of insecurity produced by the destruction 
of the Colony by the French, in ]7^4, induced the 
chiefs for a time to withdraw the cliildren. In no long 
time, however, tbeircoofidence revived; and a school 
of about forty children, exclusively natives, many of 
them belonging to persons of influence in the vicinity, 
was formed in Freetown, at the Company's entire 
expense, and under the pecaliar superintendanoe <^ 
the Governor. From tliis number,, twenty <^five wece 
selected, including two Nova ScoUans, and bronght 
over to England in 1799; and in 1801 and 1 80S; 
about eight more, of whom three or four were Ma- 
roons, were also brought over to this couutry. Here 
they remained for about six yqars, at the expense 
of the Sierra Leone Company aided by the private 
contributions of its Directors ^id tbeir iiii9i$diate 
friends, until the i»^valence.of pukoiwai'y JCQiaipl|K|nts 
among them, which jn several instme^ proved, fataly 
rendered it expedient to discontinue the plan. . . 
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The course of education pursued with these youths; 
may be best aeet) by a reference to the following 
evidence, annexed to itie Report just alluded to* 

'^ Mr. Greaves stated, that he lives at Clapbam, 
and has the care pf the African^ now in Ebgland for 
education, as their schoolmaster. He has had other 
boys under his care, but at present is charged solely 
with the education of the children in question* 
They were placed under his care aibout two years 
and a half; agp.; * Their iiges are from ten to se* 
venteen. He* instructs them in reading, writing, 
and arithmetic, and one of them, who is the most 
forwsa:d, in mensuration. Almost all of them caq 
speak and read English tc4erably well. Pains are 
taken to give them inforinatipn on general snibjects^ 
as history, geography, natural philosophy, and me^^ 
chanics. He had not obs^ved any inferiority of 
capacity, allowance being made for the deficien- 
9ies under which "they; laboured when they came 
under his care. They converse together in their 
own language, but more frequently in English** 
Three of the children, having learned to read and 
write, have been put out to learn boat^building; and 
it is proposed to place the others as they ^get for- 
wardj to learn different trades. They ajso. lear» 
various useful arts within the schooU \ They retaia 
a strong attachment to their own coujitry,} but do/ 
not appear impatient tp* return, home till their ^edu-^ 
cfitiou is completed, b^ing sensible pf the^ «^civw>"; 
tages to be derived therefrom* l^he cbildijen sbew. 
a'great disposition to adopt the. principles of the 
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Christian Religion, and several of them have imt« 
ten letters to their parents in Afirica, expressive 
of their opinions on this subject** 

Biit all these various and expensive efforts to 
promote civilization in Africa, Mr. Thorpe describes 
^ as ^ving ediication to half a dozen African 
boys/' He adds, indeed, (p. 4.) " They proceed* 
ed so far in civilization, as," besides educatiqg these 
half dozen African boys, ^ to send two persons to 
Teemboo, a few days' walk ftom Siema Leone.'* 

Although Mr. Thorpe chooses to speak thus 
contemptuously of the journey to Teemboo executed 
by Messrs. Watt and Winterbottom, no one can 
peruse its details without a strong impression both 
of its difficulty and importance. By a reference^ 
to the map of their route, it will be seen, that the 
distance they actually travelled by land, on fbot, in 
going and returning, independent of sea ai^d river 
carriage, was about 500 miles, in that country a 
journey of at least fi^m thirty to thirty-five days. 
They were the first Europeans who ever penetrated 
so far in that particular direction ; and the account of 
their journey is so interesting, that it is much to be 
regretted it has not been given to the woiid*. But 
besides the journey to Teemboo, various other 
journeys and voyageis were undertaken in different 
directions, at tiiie Company's expense, for the ex- 
press purpose not merely of prosecuting inquiry, 
but of enlightening the minds of the native chiefs 
as to their true interestis and those of tfaelr>ubjects;' 
* See Appendix, B. 
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mcitipg luad «tiC(Kiragpdg tbem to abttodoii llic Stev^ 
Trade and engage in Cidlivation; and iodociDg 
them to send their children to school at Sierra Leone, 
or to admit scfaoob ateoo^ them. And it further 
i^peara, that even the tradiD|( voyages undertaken, oo 
the pairt of Htm Company, fiXNn Sierra Leone wer6 
ttsnally cotmected with these objects, and tlmt perse*' 
iiering efforts were made to render the visits of the ^a«' 
t»Tecbicfito the Colony suhserviefll to the same ends* 
It would swell this Report to a most inconvenient 
Sloe if tbcr Directors were to attempt to detail the 
large siaas of evidence which has luUy satisfied their 
minds; on this point ; wliich has convinced them that 
tkmlaboocs of the Sierra Leone Company to pro^ 
iMDte the object of African ci^lization were great 
Md nnweaiied* But theobstacles with which they bad 
tbr straggle^ aaiong which may be noted, as the most 
matei^ titie iiMiulKMrdiaation of the settlers^ and the 
tdbiptotiMis and iitftiten<ie of the Slave Trade, were 
t%i6&t^h^ powerful, pigrbiips ifi^uperable ; imd it 
ouglit not t^ be ittipueedi as bkme, thast tiieiy did not 
tSB^^ impodi^btlkies. Iddeed^ in justice to the pru« 
^fetuc^e Mfd dkcetttihent of the projectors of the un^ 
dterttikiftg, it ahoiM be remarked, that wheti the Com-> 
pany was^ first formed, a confident expectation waii 
dUtertAini^d &( ^ speedy Abolkio»; an expectation 
idtMtj an &r as tfiey were conc^rAed with th^ admfi^ 
ntstration of the Colony, ended in total disappoint- 
mont ; M they hsid to contend niith this^ fbi^mklable 
axA pemidoti^ ellemy from its very first foundation 
down to Jan. 1, I80», Ort that day the British 
^lavc^ Trade was abolished on the Coast of Africa i 
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and on the same day the Colony of Sierra Leone 
fTBB transferred to the Crown. > 
« ■ ' 

8. In a similar spirit of invidious misfepre* 
sentadon,. Mr. Thorpe complains also of the inatten* 
tion paid to religion and morality by the Sierra Leone' 
Company, " They had a Church of England cler* 
gyman for a few months, and a missionary for a few 
years^ but they had methodist teachers and preachers 
in abundance." (p^ 4.) 

Those who. have attempted to provide Chaplaios* 
for foreign stations will know how to appreciate thct 
difficulty of the task in the case of a Colony like Sierra 
Leone, which had a character for insecurity and ua* 
healthiuess beyond that pf most others. In point (d 
fact, great exertions appear to have been macte by the 
Sieirra Leone Company to keep up that part of their 
estp.blishment which was connecjted with moral and 
reli^ous instruction ; but it was found absolutdy 
impo^ible to procure a succession . of suitable der*. 
gym^ of the Church of England. And it may« 
serve in same degree to exculpate, the Sierra Leone^ 
Company frpi^ \>\Q,m^ in this respect, that although, 
the Colony has been for upwards of seven years, ia 
the hands of Government, and altl)ough the salary; 
and advantages of the Chaplain have b^n material}^ 
increased since the transfjpr, no suph clergymen htiVQ 
yet been induced to accept the situation. 

When the Colony was first projected, two clqrgyr 
nien of the Church of England, of emine^tpi^ty^ 1tb§i 
Eev< Nathaniel Gilbertaqd the Rev. Melville Hqfi^^^ 
wer^ engaged as Cbaplaiqs* TI}e former c.oi(tii)ued: 
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m the service of the Company for about It year mA 
a half, and the latter for about two years. Tliey were 
forced to quit the Colony chiefly on account of ill 
health. Their place was supplied for some time bj 
two persons who had gone out as schoolmasters to 
tiie Colony (Mr. Jones and Mr. Garvb) until, in 
1794, the Rev. Mr. Langlands, a minister of th^ 
Church of Scotland, was appointed Chaplain. He- 
died, however, a few weeks after his arrival in tho- 
Colony. After ag^in vainly seeking for a Clergy-, 
man of the Church of England to fill the situation;: 
in 1795, another Scotch Clergyman was appdn ted 
Chaplain, the Rev. Mr. Clark, who continued to 
labour among the Colonists, and particularly among: 
tiieir children, with great assiduity, for nearly three 
years, when he also died. The Rev. Mr. Brunton, a. 
Missionary, continued to perform the duties of Chap- 
lain, after Mr. Clark's death till the year 1801. Since 
1802 the office has been filled by a succession o£ 
ministers of the Lutheran Church, supplied, by the 
pious care of the Church Missionary Society. And. 
even during the temporary want of any clerical person 
to perform the public services of Divine Worship^ 
these were always regularly ^formed, either by the 
Governor himself, or by ^me respectable person of 
bis apporntment. 

The Sierra Leone Company, when .everyefibrt to 
engage deFgy'Oien of the Chuf eh qf £n^and in their 
service had proved fruitless, would probably have had 
no objection to employ respectable ** Methodist 
teachers and.jireachers,*' could tdbey have been pron 
airedy tojsuppiy the n)eaneofrdlgjk>uain^ to 
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Ae Colony. lo point of fact, bowarer, it does not 
uppeftf thut tbey sent out any such (Nreacbers theoi^ 
slelves. Manyof tbeSettlers bad indeed been connected 
with the Methodic Society, whUe they were still under 
the immediate care of Government in Nova Scotia ; 
and tihere were amonglbemseveral of their own cdour 
wiho officiated as preachers ; but who were not eiAer 
deiiendaiiton the Company, or employed or paid by 
them. The Methodist Society in England^ and other 
relii^ous Societies, have, it is tarue^ at different timed 
aent Midsmnaries of their own body to Sierra Leone ; 
dnd to tiKse the Compaay were ever forward to afford 
their countenance and protection. And although 
the climate cf Africa has proved very adverse td 
tine success of these Missions, many valuable Uvea 
having been sacrificed iin tbe attempt to estidblisb 
tiiem;. and the inffuence of the Slave Trade has beeoi 
porticukrly unfavourable to their progress ; yet mncU 
has beesi done and is now doing by their mean^. 

Mn Thorpe recommends it to Mr. Wilberfbrce 
(p^ 40.) to ^^ erect the first church with a steeple and 
beU that ever was built for our regular worship in 
Afiriea/^ This would seem to imply that no church 
had ever been erected at Sierra Leone ; whareaa 
the fact^ on examiimtion, appears to be, llliat one of 
tbe first erections at Sierra Leone in the year I79d^ 
was that of a temporary cburd:^ capable of cdn* 
takikig afeout 3S0 persons. In 1 71^3 one was ejected 
of mere durable materials, capable o£ coiitaining 
750* per&oiis; but this was destroyed by tte Ftancfa 
ill' 1794^ who left nott a vestige of it reniVEfii^ -Im4 
mediately after ikw diepartcire, another temp4NrHn^ 
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place of worship was prepared ; and in 1796 a w* 
eood cbuftcb, of a commodioiis size and stmctarc^ 
capable of containing about 500 persons, was built^ 
in which the regular worship of the Church of Eng- 
land continued to be performed, even after Hie trans* 
fer of the Cdony to the Crown. All these occasion* 
ed aa expense to the Company of several diousand 
pounds. Thei^hurch last mentioned may have decay** 
ed, or may have been turned to some other use be* 
fture Mr. Thorpe visited the Cokmy ; but had tiie 
inquiries, which he takes credit to himself for havkig 
made, been very minute, he might have learnt that 
such a structure bad once existed, and that it had 
been transferred to the Crown. 

With respect to the grave and important remark, 
respecting the "steeple" and the " bell,** notwhh- 
standing the additional weight and authority which 
it derives from Mr. Thorpe^s public and private cha- 
ractar, the Directors thifdc it wholly unnecessary to 
say more than that they suppose the Sierra Leone 
Company consulted their finances as to the style of 
ttieir buildings, and tiiat proper and sufficient means 
were provided to announce the hour of Divine Wor- 
ship. 

The reason which Mr. Thorpe pretends to asisign 
for the removal of the Rev. Mr. Nylander from the 
chaplaincy of the Colony is also very incotrectly 
stated. Here indeed the Directors can speak on 
the authority of Mr. Nylander himself, who has ex- 
plained very folly his reasons for this step, in a let- 
ter to his employers, the Church Missionary Society, 
dated in December 181 1, which has been laid before 
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the Sdnrd. These lire, first, That' bis hraltk r<?^ 
.quired tiie removal ; secondly^ That he was desiroat 
of proseeuting bis original purpose in coming to 
Africa^ namely, a mission to the natives ; but, thirdly 
and lastly. Because some Europeans of influence in 
the Colony, and there is reason to believe that Mr; 
>rhorpe himself was principally referred to, wece>6fT 
fended with his plain preaching to the poor Coltoistsi 
called it metbodistical, and insisted on hi» preachi<)g 
JBlahr's sermons instead of his own^ which, he con* 
ceived destroyed his usefulness, and. rendered hia 
longer stay inexpedient. Now whether Mr. Ny^ 
lander judged rightly or not in this particular, even 
in common jusdce to the worthy man, Mn Thorpci 
ought to have taken more pains than he seems to 
have used, to inform himself of the motives which 
led Mr. Nylander to exchange a house, and re3pe(> 
table station, and 350/. a year, in the Col<my, for thci 
laborious, and, in a pecuniary view, miprofitable^: 
Situation of a Missionary to the BuUoms. 

9. A further charge againsrt the Sierrfl LqOne 
Company, is thus expressed ; " Their books and 
agents were removed, while many of the poor set* 
tiers who had toiled for them for years were left 
unpaid. The case of some of these old, impoverjlsh-^ 
ed, and destitute people, I represented before the 
Chairman of the Sierra Leone Company, in a (Com- 
mittee of the African Institution, but no redress was- 
offered. • I simply requested that all their demands, 
might be referred to arbitration in the Colony, and. 
evea this was not complied with/' .') 
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mweA i-r^'' Poor Kif U, ibeo}d i^cick arttl^r, whp wnt 
bi^ Ml £or work and labour ()op9 Ipng since for 
the Si^nft Leooe Conpwy, r^ye^ted of ti^e wQitlty 
Mr. William Allen, to purchase a mill from the 
Mmey he liad $q jwtly earned, wd s^od il; out; but 
oDitlwr Ibe Ghairipan of the Sierra Leooe C<9mpaDy» 
nor the Comaaittee of the African In^titvtioQ, would 
attend to the poor old man's demand ; be was no| 
paid, nor ai^ arbitratioa allowed ; consequently iM 
mUl 0wld be punchased/* 

This obaiige mm praferced in Jaauary 1$)^ 1^ 
kn ft CflMimittee of the African Inskiti9lip9t i^ 
vent wry fiiHy into an Maqoinatmn of H» trolly md 
ifBwd it to be i^ranadleM. The examioatipn kw 
again been renewed by the Directors since the publi*- 
m&»n9f Mr/TbprpeV pamphlet, apd with a similar 
fewlt. With Jm9^ to Ki^^ii the «^Iy per^oQ $pe* 
cified by Mr* Thorpe) and whose case he fo £^limgly 
iamentsii tber^ has imn laid beAm the Board a regu- 
lar account-cuorent hetweea kim and (be conun^eial 
agent of the Sierra X^aone Cofnpany from the year 
1802 to the yev 10O9» signed by Kizell biiweU; by 
which a debt appears due from him, to the Sierra 
Xiaane Compaoji ^ 199S 'dplkr^ a^d 9Q oents. To 
idib aeoQiint; is amei^ed a pap^r of ^pep^^Qs on th» 
pactiif Kizell, also sigped by him^^lf^ whi<Qh> if |bey 
were all allowed^ would stiil k^e# i>$|l!Wee ag^insit 
him of aihoot 14M dolk<^. Ai ^ aecw^ty fpr this 
juimittei dekt KiMll aasigped to Ithe SfJieiTa 1^90^ 
Ximnpm/ )m Jhosiaa m Jneeipwn, 1^ tlw/^^lpwini; 
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, niemorandum of assignment, dated on the 19th of 
June, 1810, more than a year after his account- cur- 
rent had been closed, and when he must have had a 
full opportunity of ascertaining its correctness. 

" Knou^ all men by these presents, that I , John 
Kizell, of the Colony of Sierra Leone, trader, do 
make over to the Honourable the Sierra Leone Com* 
pany, and their assigns, all my right and title to that 
lot of land numbered two hundred and seventy-dght 
in the Register and Plan of Town Lot? for Freetown^ 
in the Colony aforesaid, with all buiklings, out-houses^ 
'&c. in the- said Lot, to be held by them, the sa^ 
Company, for their use, until such. time. as thadebt 
due by me to the said Company be all paid, and no 
longer. 

' " In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand 
and seal, this nineteenth day of June, in the year of 
our Lord one thousand eight hundred and ten. 

(Signed) JOHN KIZELL, L. S, 
•■^^ Sealed and delivered in presence of 
(Signed) James Becket, 
(Signed) Stephen Gabbedoit." 

^ As the Company had then ceased to have any esta- 
blishment at Sierra Leone., it is scarcely poscdble that 
they could have contracted any new debt to Kizell, 
or to any other person in Africa. 
' In the face of such a document, it seemed neees* 
•sary that some probable evidence of the alleged 
xiaim should be produced^ before even the most deli* 



Digitized by 



Google 



35 

tate idea of equity could require it to be sent to a. 
reference at Sierra Leone : not the slightest shadow, 
of such evidence has hitherto been produced. 

Mr. Hamilton, the gentleman mentioned with so 
much honour by Mr. Thorpe at page 68 of his pam- 
phlet, was the Company's Accountant, and, subse- 
quently to the month of April 1810, their sole agent 
at Sierra Leone. The assignment of Kizell's house 
19. in Mr. Hamilton's hand- writing. He remained 
in the Colony for two years beyond the date of that 
assignment, namely, until the month of June I8}2, 
nearly a year after Mr. Thorpe had arrived in the 
Colony ; but during the whole of that time he had 
not been applied to on the part of KizcU for any 
further settlement of his account. In short, never 
was any charge more completely falsified than: this. 

It may be proper to add, that Kiasell's assigrmient 
of his house had not been put in force by the 
Company or their agents. Perhaps to their lenity it 
may be owing that they have been subjected to this 
extraordinary and groundless imputation of refusing 
to pay the just demands of a settler who toiled for 
them. — The Board is but too sensible how tedious 
this detail must appear, yet it seems necessary in 
order , to render the refutation of Mr. Thorpe's 
charges complete. This article may serve to illus- 
trate the general complexion of Mr. Thorpe's at- 
tack, and the nature of the only difficulty there is in; 
repelling it 

But although ]\f r. Thorpe speciiies only tlie case of 
Kizell, he says there were many of the settlers who 
were placed,. by the fraudulent conduct of the Com- 
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fsLtiy aud their igtote, in circuttistences ijliMly d*- 
plortibic. When predsfed by tb* Coifimittefe which 
sat in Detfetaber 18 IS, td itete the ttames of the 
^ttlers to whom he iaUuded ; in addition to KiseU^ 
ht itlisnKoned the naqie bf tleid. Thh «Mtn, how-- 
eter, it appeitfed, hiad acted as a GommlsMiry ; his 
accoihib, which were eonfused atad complltsated, 
through bis own inaWutlAey, had beeii for dohie tfbte 
ih d traii^ of adju8tt)(iettt, and the balahee dtie to him^ 
having been ascertained, wis pkiA to his Mtofkitiy. 

iThese were the Obly eaStes of }fem^ then^&cM'bf 
Me. Thoi^. He "cdinptained indeed of gf^ai in*- 
justice having bfeeti dott« to a pieiwtt of Mie name o^ 
G^lhpbtil, vti tinmpean. BM; the injtisHtce in this 
c**e wa* fchargeable on the Colonial JViry, '#!iO tAtdt 
hl&suit'^ihistttife Ooriipiany, !n1J!feyei^ 1809, and 
fb^ind A verdict In tbe Company's favour. Mr. 
I9ft)ixips6in tiAei^ at that time Ooternor of the Co^ 
I6ny, it eonM hot be Uleged that tffe Gottipimy bt 
iSifefr hgents |K!)ssei^Mid aOy ^diie ii^eti^e ti^ "Sslb 
colofntel ooUfls. 

Theb)f(^«^et^M iheiitionc^ hy Mh iThettife, 
irtd he wte urged tb mefiftion ^l he kne^, ^as tMt'ti 
a Mr. G«^, t, "^ve trader, who ha4 Ic)ft thc<5bwr* 
tior tod Cotmcil of Sfetr^ Leone fl* ess^edAofs eff 
his last wai. Mr, Tltorpe alleged thai itit Com^ny 
trt6 possiessed of property belWxging to thii; mtm^ 
h^irs, whieh they would not ^ve up ;-*'^hereas ihc 
truth appeared to be, that the Company had only 
ffeccniiy received a remittamceof between five atidisix 
htktidred pounds on thb account, which was immedi^ 
^(ttljr pla^i itk tibc frtnds, in the numes of trui^es, Ift 
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fkWiAt the claim of tbose who might be entitled to 
receive it. 

But notwithstanding the result of tlus previous 
inquiry, Mr. Thorpe does not scruple to affirm, that 
*^ many of the poor settlers who had toiled for them 
^ yeari^, were left unpaid by the Company." 

Mr. Vanneck) Mr. Hamilton, and Mr.Nicol, whom 
Mr. Thorpe represents, at p. 68, as men of intelli- 
gsnoe and respectability^ and who had resided about 
ten years in tiie Colony, were questioned on this point. 
Tfiejf had heard of no such case. It had been Mr« 
Yanneek's protinee to superintend the labourers : he 
aflbrmed, ifaat they had «dways been honourably and 
regidarly paid once «l wmIc. 

hx iAott> the Board is fiiUy persuaded, that this 
Tei^ seriouB <:faarge has not e^«ii the «l«gbleBt colour 
Off pmbability to i9upport it. 

10. Mr. Thorpe goes on to «swrt, tiiat ^ the 
GoMpxany demaikted to be p«id by Gofermnenft for 
lihieir %iuddkig8, tind did accovdiog^y receive « large 
stitn ibt them, although they had prevwusly reoeiMed 
imjOOXH. for IJhe impref ement of tHie Cctony.'' 

This istatement is ^o unfoanded. IBy tim 4ienor 
cf the ikgreement made w^h his Mtijesty's 'Govern* 
ttent, on the occasion of the transler of tlie Colony, 
the Company were altewed to retain their commercial 
bufldings, ^U Uheir other buildings being uncondi- 
tionally isurrendei^d. Fourteen ffioendbe •subsequent 
to the transfer, namely in the month of February 
or Match, 1999; the eommcpciai aflfaire ^f the 
Gompafirjr Ih^ving been bron^t to « clppe, Gowwm 
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Thompson proposed to purchase the cemmercial 
store-house with its appurtenances, the only buildings 
they had retained : and he accordii^ly made the pur- 
chase at a price which he himself thought reasonable, 
viz. 2000/. . . - 

But if Governor Thompson, who had the Act of 
Parliament transferring the Colony to Government 
in his hands, and who by that Act was. himself con- 
stituted the sole judge of what were public build- 
ings within the meaning of the Act, and as such to be. 
unconditionally surrendered to the Crown, bad not 
been fully persuaded, that this particular building 
was fairly and legally the property of th^ Company, 
it may be presumed he would not have purchased 
and paid for it Would any one who reads iri Mr. 
Thorpe's pamphlet, that the Sierra Leone Company 
had demanded to be paid for their buildings, and did 
accordingly receive a large sum, suppose, that the facts 
of the case were, that they had surrendered to the 
Crown> tvithout being paid for therriy all public build- 
ings^ indeed, all their buildings of every kind, except 
only their commercial warehouse and its appurte-> 
nances, which were reserved to them by special agree- 
ment, and which they afterwards sold for 20001. ? 
Nor should it pass unobserved, that this transaction, 
so reprobated by Mr. Thorpe, was a voluntary actoiv 
the part of that very Governor, whom in another 
place, and for another purpose, the same Mr. ThorpQ 
represents as a model of integrity and honour. 

11, The most serious, however, of all Mr. Tbprpe^a 
accusations against the Sierra Leoj^e Con\pajsiy, and^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



ad 

their qgehts/is that of slave trading. But in propof ' 
tion to its seriousness, it appears to have, if possible, 
still less foundation whereon to rest than any that 
has yet been adverted to. 

The Directors of the Sierra Leone Company had 
from the very first professed to be hostile to the slave 
trade. Some of them were among the most distint 
guished parliamentary advocates of the Abolition. 
Mr. Thorpe himself complains (p. 6.) that they 
"trumpeted their abhorrence" of the slave trade, and 
" fulminated against every person implicated in it ;V 
and it has been seen, that they required a bond from 
all who entered into their service not to engage irt 
it No CHme, indeed, can read their printed Keportsj 
without feeling, that they were the intelligent, deter-i 
mined, and fearless adversaries of this traffic. 

Under these circumstances, there would naturally 
be an eagerness, on the part of those engaged in the 
slave trade, to expose any deviation from their pro- 
fessed principles, of which the Sierra Leone Com^ 
pany or their agents might have been guilty. But 
what was the fact ? 

In the year 1799, the Chairman of the Sierra 
Leone . Company, Mr. H. Thornton, introduced a 
Bill into Parliament for prohibiting the British Slave 
Trade in the. River Sierra Leone, and for 500 miles 
on each side of it. The proprietors of Bance Island, 
a great slave factory in that very river, and the whol^ 
body of slave merchants of London and Liverpool 
opposed the Bill, which was, nevertheless, carried 
triumphantly tbrough the House of Commons, and 
lost in the House of Lords only by four votes- 
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Tbey petitioned to be heard by ccnmsel at the bwf 
of the House of Lords, and leare wa« given tbeitt^ 
The Sierra Leone Company was also aduatted to thi9 
bar, and evidence on both sides was examined at 
great length. On this occasion, the witnesees called 
by the Sierra Leone Company did not scruple^ «$ 
may be seen by a reference to their testimony, t^ 
represent the slave trade, and slave traders, in tb^ir 
true colours of cruelty, rapacity, treachery, and blood. 
On the other side, several slave traders ^er« exacoined 
vrho were familiar with the Colony; who had fr6« 
queotly visited it; who had resided in its neighbour^ 
hood, and who had ample means of knifing all ttuit 
passed in tlie Colony, and that entered or went ovl: 
of it It would have been of great importance t^ 
their cause — ^and still more such an oocaisicui of tri^ 
umphing over-an adversary, if not of exposing his 
hypocrisy, as would have been eagerly as well «3 
justly seized — ^to have shewn, that the Sierra l^OQfH^ 
Company, who had brou^ in tills Bill ki Wmtmg 
their trade in slaves, (expressly on &e gn>und of t^ 
insuperable bar which it interposed to innpcei^t 
commerce, to agricultme, to civiliTation, to imi^pve- 
meat of every kind,) had themselves participate iH 
the guilt of that traffic. No such charge, however, 
was made ; nay, no intimatioQ or suspidiofi to l^at 
efiect was urged or insimsatodi by any of the «vit- 
nesses. Till that period, thenefics'e, it may be pre* 
sumed that they were guiltless ; at least in tiie 
absence of all proof ctf* an aflftrmadve kibd, ibi^u 
in their circumstances, is hvA an equitidilefiieminpN 
tion.. 
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Again, in 1803-4, along examination of evidence^ 
adverse to the Sierra Leone Company, took place ia 
a Committee *of the House of Commons. But in 
the course of that examination, although it was ad- 
mitted on both sides that many settlers and some 
even of the Company's servants had quitted the 
Colony to engage in the slave trade, not the slightest 
imputation was thrown out against the Company, or 
their Governor and Council, as if they had been 
concerned either directly or indirectly in carrying it 
on, or as if they had favoured it in others : no, not 
even by those settlers whose lands were forfeited in 
consequence of their embarking in the slave trade^ 
nor yet by any one of those whom Mr. Thorpe re- 
presents as among the Company's best servants, and 
against whom his words seem to admit, that they 
** fulminated,'^ and **^ trumpeted their abhorrence," 
and who did not return to tfie Colony till after the 
abolition of the slave trade and the transfer of the 
government to the Crown. 

It would obviously have been of great moment to 
such persons to have exhibited the Sierra Leone 
Company, and their Governor and Council, (their 
public accusers), as having sanctioned, by their own 
example, all that they were stigmatised for having 
done. Several of these persons had been for sohi^ 
yetirs, (two of them nearly ten), in situations of trust 
in the Company's service. Not one of them, - how* 
ever, appears to have ever pretended to justify his 
own delinqnency by alleging any slave- trading trans- 
actioti against his masters. WiA the strongest 
temptation to prefer such an accusAtion, if it were 
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true, and with: the amplest means, of knowing its 
tnith, they have never replied to the cliarges of the 
Company by a single attempt at recrimination. 
. But in the face of all this strong body.of presump-: 
tive evidence, Mr. Thorpe affirms (p. 5), Uiat the 
servants of the Company '^ constantly purchasec) the 
Datives ;" and he adds in a note, that thi$ fact wa9 
'*/ ^ven in evidence on oath before Governor Thonip^ 
son and Chief Justice Thorpe." — The Directors 
have taken great pains thoroughly to investjigate this 
extraordinary charge. They have considered with 
<carc the information which was obtained, upon it 
fronj Mr. Thorpe himself, in January .1814, by the 
Committee of Sierra Leone Inquiry, of which . Mr. 
J3rougham was chairman ; and they are now enabled 
to state the facts of the case* 

,^ . In November 1807, iaa American Slave Captain, 
of the name of Bradford, attempted, in thefivjer Sierra 
Leone, about five miles above the Colony, to kidnap 
eleven natives, who had come on board bis vessel to 
^ade. He succeeded in securing five ; two were 
drowned in the scuffle,and four escaped. Dreading 
the vengeance of the na^tives, Captain Bradford in- 
stjBintly took refuge in the harbour of Sierr^; Leooj^i 
intending to sail with the next tide. The native chiefe, 
h<?wever, reached the Colony, with the news of.thjs 
outrage, in time to put it in Governor I^udlam's 
power to call the^ ruffian to account Hi3 l^g^ 
right to interfere was ind.eed extremejy doubtful. 
Jle nevertheless ordered the Captain Xol^e S)^iz^(|, 
and a full efao^ination J|;o be ini^tituted. Had the 
jurisdiction of the charter of justice extended to th% 
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place where the outrage had been committed, he 
toight possibl;^ hati been convicted of murder. But 
under the peculiar circumstances of the c^se, all that 
Governor Ludlam felt that he could properly do \\ni 
to require the Captain to make satisfaction for the 
outrage to the utmost demand of African law, or, iti 
case of his refusal, to abandon him and his vessel to 
the retaliation of the natives. The Captain agreed to 
the former alt^native. The five persons who had 
been kidnapped were mstantly set' at liberty. About 
900/.' worth of goods, all that he had remaining oi^ 
bo&tJ; were brought on shore, and delivered to the 
^jtjred natives; besides which, ten of Lis slaveis weri 
taken ^ut of the hold of his vessel, and landed in 
'the Colony. 

' In satisfying the demands of the natives, the sim- 
plest course for Governor Ludlam to pursue would 
iave Been to deliver over these ten slaves to the na- 
tive chiefs, who would have willingly accepted them 
in satisfaction of their claims. 
' Nevertheless, as the slave trade had not yet ceased, 
there was but too much reason to apprehend that 
these poor creatures would be again sold, (as, accord* 
ing to African law, they might lawfully be, before 
domfestication), if they were given at once into the 
hands of the native chiefs. To prevent this, and to 
secure 'at the same time still further benefit to the 
Rescued slaves, Mr. Ludlam proposed to bind tllem 
as apprentices for fourteen years to any respectable 
Colonists who would pay to the Native Chiefs their 
customary value, which, according to their own laws, 
the Chiefe wiere compellable to receive, instead of 
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the persons of the slaves. Of the ten slaves who 
had been taken from on board, four, on accoimt of 
peculiar circumstances *, were unconditionally libe* 
rated, with the c<H)sent of the Native Chiefs. Go4 
vernor Ludlam's proposal was accepted, with respect 
to the remaining six, who were children : and they 
were accordingly bound as apprentices ; two of them to 
Mr. Alexander Smith, two to Mr. George Nicol, and 
two to Mr. James Reid. They were thus rescued from 
the miseries of the Middle Passage, in a vessel the 
bold of which was^not more than three feet and a half 
in height, and on board of which, though only fortf-mne 
tons burthen, were actually stowed sixty-four 8lave9* 

How stands the case, then, with respect to thes^ 
individuals? They exchanged slavery through Ufe, 
for a servitude which scarcely extended beyond their 
non-age ; the cruel bondage of America or the West 
Indies, for an apprenticeship of the same nature wit|i 
that to which free children are liable in £qgland. 
They exchanged a hopeless absence from their 
country and their friends, for the power of revisiting 
both : they exchanged the extinction of all civil rij^t% 
for the possession of every right which the law of 
England, in England itself, would give. 

Such is the extent of the injury that was done to 
these poor natives. On the other hand, Governor 
Ludlam jsecured to the injured parties, what they 
conceived a full compensation. He punished in 
some degree a flagitious offender: he raised the 

* Two of these» from their very diseased stal^ could not 
bstv^ smrived tbeir miseries, had they remained in t)ie v^ssd* 
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credit of the Cokmy for equal justice. and prompt 
repress; and be prev^ented probably a cruel and 
faioody retaliation upon thfe first American, €ven 
though unoffending, who should bwe come within 
the reach of native vengeance. 

One hundred doUaiB, indeed, irere paid to the 
Native Chiefs, for the redemption .of each of these 
six children, who became the appreoticte of the pen- 
M08 paying ttie money, bebg bound to them by re- 
gular indentures, under the guardianship of the Gos- 
vernor and Council, and under the full protection 
of British Law. And this transaction^-^in the strictest 
sense of the word, a redemptioik»of natives of Africa 
out of slavery to be made^ froe-^^is proved by his own 
examination^ in January IB 14, to be the same which 
Mr« Thorpe would stigmatise as the slave trade! 
The Directors cannot dismiss tiiiscase, without calling 
upon the meeting to wneider the fair inferences to be 
drawn from such facts being made the ground of 
such a# aoousation;* 

But,, according to ;Mr Thc»pe> Hie servanits bf thfe 
Company not only ^^ oonatantiy purchased the na- 
tivm> but they wiorked them themselves Without pay, 
and bired them to others far pay/' — Thu, when fully 
exitfmned, proves tobe no more tban this ; that they 
redeemed natives of Afoica from slavery, M'ho wer|i 
bound to them asapprentieesfor a limited time.— But 
to what eiUent ;wa& this done ? 
. The Dinsotors have bad* an opportunity of exan^tt- 
ing an autfafflftic copy of the register of apprentices^ 
m the Colony of Sierra Leone, on the 1st of January 
1908| the day on which the Colony was transfei^ed 
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to the Crown. The n^hole number on that day was 
thirty-eight. Of tii^e, however, twenty-seven w.ere 
the children of ^tetders, bound either by their pareitti 
or guardmns, for periods varying froin two totweivi 
years, but chiefly from three to seven years. The rei 
maining eleven only were natives, ^ whose indentures 
were precisely of the same tenor with those of the 
children of thei isettlers. Of these* eleven, six were 
the poor creatures who were rescued, as has been 
already: related^ from the hold of an American slatti 
isbip. Of the Temaining 'five, two were bound for 
:four years, one for sis yeaTs^ oneidr seven, and one) 
a young girl, for thirteen years. • -^ . ^ k ■ -i 

And tfab is thci state of things, whkih Mr. Hiorpe 
has chosen to represent as a monsferous system- of 
oppressk)n. '^ Their sewarits dcnstantfy^purchased 
ihi nativet^ worked them theiH$etoes without /M[y, 
:(md hired tS»m ia others for^ pajf I' / ^* i : 

12. But the evil, according to Mr. Thorpe, di^ 
not stop here. The servants of the Company' *^ suf- 
fered slaves to be brou^tin knd taken out of the 
Colony,, and alldwed them to be seined and de1ii^€^d 
to their masters when, they sought protection.**— 
The Directors imve received tlie mdst satisfaeiVtrrjr 
j;)roof, that the ' Sierra Leone Company and their 
-servant^, proceeded uniforinly oq a direedy opposite 
system; and that they : experienced miich trottble 
a.ia4 incopveniene^, q^ndevieQ enoounteted^dangei^ of 
,a yfa:y,|prwidaWe kind, firom then- pAractical adher- 
ence tp the principle o£tiifordhig &eir pNMectioti to 
iW^^i who soiighfe it. ;In point offset, itappea^ 
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that all slaves who sought shelter in the Colony were 
protected^ to, the utmost power of the Governor and 
Council ; nor has one instance been discovered of 
protection having been refused to a slave who claim- 
ed it 

^ It would be too much to. expect, that in a Colony 
which touched^ on all sides, on limits where the slave 
trade was authorized and protected, both by British 
and African law, no persons had entered the Colony^ 
and quitted it again, wlio had bfjen slaves ifi their own. 
country before they entered it, an^i w^ continuecl to 
be so after they had quitted it. Persons were not 
interrogated, when they entered the Colony, or whea 
they left it voluntarily^ as to whether they, were bond 
or free. It is enough,^ that the Goyer«meJat of tbc^ 
Colony was always pron^pt to guard from) lawlesi 
violence, those who sought its protection, j Tbey^ 
could not have invited the resort of fugitiyes^tc^ the 
Cqlony, without giving their neighbQurs what would 
have seemed just cause of war against tbem« 

Neither is it meant to be asserted, that no p^ersons 
have ever been forcibly seized within the limits of 
:the Company's jurisdiction,, and delivered to. their 
masters, and even carried to slave factories and sold* 
Instances of this kind have been suspected by the Qq^. 
yernor and CouncU, where proof of the fact coul4»,c* 
he obtained. But it clearly appears, that lip s^uph 
instances were permitted^ , Pji^.^^ contrary, several 
were discovered, tried, and severely. punished. 

The injustice of the whole of this, chai^p has been 
fulij d^'^^PR^traJed^ to. the i^atisfaction.cpfj. the Pit 
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IS. The Company is next accused of hieving 
permitted their store-keeper " to supply the slave fac- 
tories and slave ships, and to feed the trade in ev^ry 
possible way." — Mr. Thorpe cannot be ignorant 
tliat the Colony of Sierra Leone was originally situate 
ed in the midst of slave traders ; that, with the ex- 
ception of its own narrow limits, there was not a spot 
in western Africa, during the entire period of the 
Company's connection xvith it, where that trade was 
not carried on, nor a single European or African 
trader, or even an African Chief, who was not en- 
gaged in it ; and that, therefore, it was absolutely 
impossible to have a single commercial transaction of 
any kind which might not contribute, in some way 
more or less direct, to feed the slave trade. If a 
Native Chief brought a ton of camwoed, or of rice, 
to the Colony, the goods wirfch he purchased, with 
the proceeds of its sale, mi^t be employed, and 
doubtless, in many cases, were employed, in slave- 
trading transactions; nor is it very obvious, how 
even Mr. Thorpe's enlightened vigilance could have 
prevented this. 

Mr. Thorpe saw Sierra Leone some years after 
th6 slave trade had been proscribed in that river and 
its vicinity ; and when there was comparatively little 
difficulty in avoiding an intercourse with slave traders, 
who, indeed, were then obliged to hide themsdves 
from justice. But, during the whole period of the 
Company's administration, the slave trade was legal 
even to British subjects ; who retained a right, under 
the Act of Parliament, to come into the very barbout 
of Sisrra Leone^ for wood, water, and refreshments. 
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fiut this, instead of being any ad vanti^, was felt by 
the Company as one of the main difficulties with which 
they had to contend ; a difficulty so great as to in- 
duce them to make that attempt in Parliament, in 
17909 which has been already mentioned, to procure 
a prohibiltioQ of the sl^ve trade in the river Sierra 
Irfeone, and jits yicinity, and of which any one would 
have supposed it /impossible that Mr. Thorpe could 
faarve been ignorant, if he had not chosen to designate 
this intercourse, which was necessary to the very exist-** 
enqe of the Colony, and of which the effects were un- 
avoidable, as /^ a feeding of the slave trade." 

14. But a heavier charge, if possible, still re- 
fiifuns : '' Even in Mr. Ludlam's last ^dmmistration 
of the government,'* Mr. Thorpe states (p. 5), " two 
cargoes of Slaves, taken from the Americans, were 
publicly sold at twenty doUaris a head/' 

The occurrence to which Mr. Thorpe here refers 
took place, (and it is difficult to suppose that he 
could be ignorant of this,) pSter the Sierra Leone 
Company had ceased to govern the Colony. But be- 
sides this general exception against grounding on the 
transaction an accusation gf the Sierra Leone Com- 
pany^ Mf. Thorpe has, its usual, grossly misrepre- 
sented the f{u;ts of the case, and altogether mistated 
its genjeral ^ature an^l character* 

Certain Negroes, in number 1.67, talcen by his 
Majest/sship Derwenl^ Oiptaiin Parker, in two Ame^ 
rican vessels, trading for slaves contrary to the laws qi 
the United 3tate8, were brought to Sierra Leone in 
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l^farch or April 1808. No Vice- Admiralty Gourfc 
had yet bepn instituted, nor had the Orders in Cotin* 
cil respecting captured |Je^6es reached the Colony^ 
But these Slaves having been brbught to Fr€eto>«rii 
by Captain Parker, it became necessary fdr Gx^ 
yernor Ludla'm to provide for them, isven though 
they had not yet been ^* condemned tohi^ Majesty's 
use/* The case was perfectly hoveU Goyen*># 
IjLudlam had no priecedent, nor any analogy to gaid<5 
him, in the course he should pursue, excepting thd 
provisio.ns of the Abolition Act of 1^07 ; and hfe 
therefore, humanely and pardonably at least, detefr 
minjsd on prpceedfng according to. the spirit of thalf 
Act, >vhicli pnacts that Slaves taken undef it,' and 
condemned to his Majesty, shall either be enliste^ 
}nt6 his Majesty's sea and land forcea, or bduhd ap- 
prentices for a teriii of years ; and that certain bounV 
ties on such Slaves shall be payable to the captors, 
Recording as the case may be. Adhering tp the spiri|: 
of this enactment. Governor LudUhi took forty of 
the ablest men into the service of Government, pro-^ 
yiding them with prpper food and clothing, and prcf- 
mising tbenj their full liberty at^the end of three 
years. The remainder, consisting of eighteen mfeii, 
fourteen wonier), ^nd ninety-five childr^i,* he pror 
posed to place as apprentices among the Gplohi^tsdf 
Sierra Lepne, for periods varying according to tfcie 
age of the parties; — persons ,of eighteen years old 
and upwards being bound only for three years, and 
those who were less than eighteen being bound fot a 
proportipnab|y longer tipie. Public potice pfhl|} 
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purpose having been given, 355 applications irere 
immediately made f Many of these i^plicants Mr* 
Ludlam knew to be utterly unfit, from their poverty 
or their profligacy, to have natives entrusted to tbeiQ 
asappiientices) but be conceived that almost .all^ if 
not all^ those >yho were most objectionable would be« 
Oit off at oncf ,by a measure which would a;ppear; 
impartial, and could theriefore give no offence. H6 
required that every .one whom lie permitted to receive 
a^y^ of these .natives as apprentices should pay twenty 
dollars for jsacb ]; and he resolved that 'thi^ sum 
&hoal4 tfe given to the captors, in lieu of the bounty 
of forty pounds for each man, thirty pouqds for each 
woman^ and ten pounds for each child, which they 
would have received from Government, had there beeq 
aCourt of Vice* Admiralty in the Colony, in which the 
captives could have been prosecuted to condemnation^ 

He deemed it reasonable in itself, and strictly . 
conformable with the principles of the Abditioq 
Act, which allowed a bounty to all captors of Slaves 
regMlarly condemned, that the captors in thi^ ca$e 
should derive some benefit from the seizure they had 
made j and as the Slaves had. not been regulfurly con<» 
demned in any Court of Vice- Aduiiralty, the captorsi 
be <^n<;eived, could, have no claim to the remunera^ 
tion held out by the Act^ 

In requiring this payment, however, Mr* Ludlam's 
main pl^ect appears to have been not to reward thQ 
captodTf ; that was merely incidental ; but to select. the 
masters. In this point of view, thQ plan perfectly 
succeeded: moire than two hundred appU^ations were 
immediately withdrawn ; and Goverrior Ludlam then 
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placed the captured Negroes aipong those ^ho re* 
niaiaed, and who were the most respectable of the 
Colonists, telling them distinctly, that as soon as in- 
dentures could be prepared, the natives would be 
bound to them in the usual form, under the g«ardiaii^ 
4»hip of the Governor and Council. The nature of 
apprenticeships was well understood by the SetdertJ. 
Many of their own children were apprentices : and 
as to possessing any other right over those natives, 
tlian that which sprung from the known relation of 
master and apprentice, no idea of the kind appears 
for a moment to have been entertained; and if it 
had, the operation of the laws relative to apprentices; 
which were the laws of England, would doubtless 
have corrected it. 

Governor Ludlam, in writing; on this subject, 
makes the following observations ; and as he is now 
no more, and the charge is one which afiects his me- 
mory, it is fair he should be heard. 

** I thought the most impartial and effectual mode 
of proceeding would be to require a payment of 
twenty doUara for each apprentice. This plan ex* 
eluded at once a great number of young people who, 
on that single account, were unfit to be entrusted 
with the care of a native child, and a great nuriiber 
of characters in more advanced years who would hope 
to support themselves by the labour of the native, 
though he at the same time would be poorly clothed 
and poorly fed, I am not even yet aware of any 
objection to the plan which counterbalanced its ad- 
vantages ; nor can I conceive in what way, whether 
it be advantageous or not, it con be construed into 
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a sale of $laTes« It was the act of a pubHe nxat 
authorised body (the Governor aad CbuDcil (tf 
Si^ra Leone, actiagin liie name and by autfaoli^ 
id his Majes^X QOt for the private benefit of the in« 
dividuals of that body, but for public purposes. Hie 
purpose to which the money was applied by the Go- 
vernor and Council, was the rewaurding of the exer- 
tions of the captors ; a principle which seemed to 
me sanctioned by the Abolition Act. However, a» 
thb mode of application has been disapproved, I will 
not contend for its expediency. I will only state, 
that thb point is totally distinct from the question, 
whether Slaves were sold. I do not urge all this 
as meaning to contend that Slaves were never allowed 
to be purchased, or, as I must call it, redeemed^ ia 
this Colony. But I contend that these were neither 
purchased nor redeemed. The proceeding in its 
principle appeared to me similar to the plan adopted 
at home for preventing the introduction of improp^ 
persons into practice as attorneys, &c. An Act 
passed about 1793, laying a tax of 100/» on every 
€;lerk who should thenceforward be articled ; the abi^ 
Uty to pay this sum being reckoned the most unob-^ 
jectioQable rule by which to regulate the exclusion o£ 
^proper characters. Precisely tbe.saine was mjt 
motive here; for I cannot perceive that the prinn 
4p\e is altered by its being the object to select ^ 
paster ill ^the one ca^e and the apprentice in XbA 
other.'' 

. T^e preceding ^tat^ments, which have been givw 
more in detail on account of the importance of the 
subject, and in justice to an able and excellent, though 
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scmiewHait specbkitive man, no^* no more^ the l^e 
. Goveraor Ludlam, will shew what was the neal nature 
of this transaction, to which, unquestionably, there 
are solid cd)jections on the score :of ifregularitj and 
inexpediency ;. although it is a gross and palpable 
misfeprdsetitation to call it a sale of Slaves. 

This aifaur took place, in Marph op. April, .1808« 
The intelligehce reached England ^out the.eiHl of 
the following July. On the Sd of August, Mr. 
Macaulay^ in a private letter to Governor Ludlanv 
thus ex presided himself: — " The 20 dollars ought not 
to have been given to the captoi's. IlDughtto hbve 
fonndd a fund for the benefit of the Negroes tbeniiw 
selvesl . It tells ill, because it looks. something like a 
sale;' • . . 

. It' is: impossible to state the re^l merits of this case 
more -fairly and impartially than it is. stated by the 
Directors of the Sierra Leone Company^ .in a. letter 
to Governor Thompson, dated 20th October, 1808y 
an 'extract from which will be found aipiexed *• 

. Mr. Thorpe would insinuate (p. 16)y that^his tran^ 
sadtion'had been " concealed" by the Sieira LeoiK^ 
Gompatty: and the African Institution* The trutb,^ 
60 the contrary, i^, that w^hen intelligence of it was 
first received, which was in July 1B08, steps were 
knbiedmtfeiy taken by thie African Institution to pro*^ 
tect the SkVe3 that had been landed at Siefra Lebcie 
from ^amy claims whith their American owners niigM 
prefer against them. The circumstances of the dase 
w^re; >i^ith*tbat view, fully stated to Sir John Nlcholl, 
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then the King's - Ad vocat^^ Dr. Arnold, Dr.. Lanr* 
rence/and Mr. Stephen; who net in .coDsultatioa 
upon itj and advised that^ if the-AiileruaHi .owners 
should bring the matter before the Court of Adoii** 
raity, the Negroes tbemsel«ve& should wppeac as pariiei^ 
either by tbemtelves or itheir attiorney) before. Ibe 
Court, in order to implead their right to freedom ; 
md that application should also be madie to. the 
American Government on the subjact. Both tbeae 
stepis were^ taken, A power of attorney was ob> 
tained from all the liberated Slaves, to be^usedin caife 
of need ; an d an application^ wais made jon the sob* 
jeci to the A^nerican Govemmtot, m which the ftets 
of the cai,se, even that of tbe ikpfbrentiqng of the 
Slaves,^ were distinctly stated . This applicatum ^wsb 
fevourably • receired. Indeed, the reply of the 
American Government, accoii^Baiiied by the opi- 
nion of their own Attornisy-General, was of the most 
satisfactory kind, and having been. submitted to. the 
prize appeal court, during the pleadings in the w«tt- 
known case of the Apaedie, whs made one. ground of 
the momentous deeision which was pronounced .by 
the Court oh that occa^on. Byidis decisbn the 
sul]^ects of any state 'irhich does not sanctton.tbp 
slaHre trsude by its qmnicipal Ikws^ ,are incapAiatiited 
frdm prosecuting in a British Court, a claim for the 
restoration of property embarked in ^ueh illegal 
^ade*. 
I'be proteeedings which were instituted in tbe 

* See, foif.a Ml npost of tiiit, jodgaim^, the Ftfth.Ih^rt 
jfi{ the Afrieaii Insti(ttttiOD» p. 11. ' 
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Vicer Admiralty Court at Sierra Leone respecting 
these one hundred md sixty-seven captives, with the 
view of estabKshing the strange allegation of their 
having beai sold by Mr. Ludlam as slaves, and to 
^hich proceedings Mr. Thorpe refers, as his proof, 
appear to have been, indeed, most extraordinary. 
Mr. Thompson^ the then Governor, was also at once 
Prosecutor^ Judge ^ and Counsel A number of wit* 
nesses were subjected to examinations, and cross ex- 
aminations, all ^conducted by himself; and to this 
i)ody.of what is called evidence, were subjoined seve^ 
ral letters of Mr. H. Thomtoti and Mr. Maicauky^ 
(some brief extracts of which appear in Mn 
Thorpe's pamphlet) as proving that these one hundred 
and . sixty-sevai natives of Africa were sold, dealt 
with, and treated as slaves by the Sierra Leone Conir 
pany and their agents^ The whole forms a singukur 
maas of heterogeneous materials, and manifests an 
entire disregard of the plainest rules of evidence, law, 
and equity. 

Having alluded to the attempt which Mr. Thorpe 
has made, by some brief extracts from letters of Mn 
:H« Thornton and Mr. Macauky, to stigmatize these 
gisnilemen as favouring a trade in Slaves, it is hardly 
mspessttry to say, that the attempt has wholly failed. 
.TheDirectors,, however, are saved the trouble of enter- 
ing on this part of Mr. Thorpe's pamphlet, by a Letter 
which Mr. Macaulay himself has published, address^ 
«ed to the Royal President of this Institution, tod 
which cannot be read without a full conviction of the 
jfaJbeand calumnious nature of the imputation, and of 
the utter contempt of all the received rules of iltir and 
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Bonoivable 'deding, by vhich aloiv^ any tolour df 
probabilifcy could, even for a rapment^ have been 
given to it ' 

15;. The Directors of theSierra Leone Company^ 
Mr. Thorpe states, on the surrender of the Colony to 
Government, '^ formed {to vplwld their old injtu^ 
enee) a Society called the African Institution/'— It 
will not be very easy for Mr. Thorpe to persuade 
the poUic, that the Directors of the Sierra Leone 
Company, whose' names havie been ' already mentioii- 
ed, could have any sel/bh end in contributing to form 
the African Institution. But in truth, the only Di^ 
rectors of that Company ^ose names are to-be 
found in the list of the Directors of the African In^ 
stitution; besides those; of the ever^^O'-be-kmealed 
Mr. Henry Thornton and Mr. OrAnville Shar)pSr 
are; Lord- Teignmduffa, Mr. Charles Grant, Mr« 
Wilberforce, Mr. Babmgton, Mr. T; R Forster^ 
and Mr. Clarkson ; names tod well Imowin, and tod 
deservedly dear to the finends of Africa^ to hav^ 
hem excluded from the management bf any instkutibh 
wUch bad' the good' of Africa >fbr its object Btit 
tbcise persons fbrmedonly a smafl pce^rtionof t&eiaat 
naging body, vuhich consists of aPresiden^ l^enty^two 
Vice-Presidents/aTreasuf er, and tint^ix Di#eclonu 
TheUe was not^ therefore,, betweeil thei DirecttiiB ^f 
the Sierra Leone Cooipany and of the Afrioau Instif^ 
tution, the identity whiibMx. TEhorpe affirms to^liave 
existed. And with' respect to ^ al^smtl kttputatiQa 
agunst the Directpi^ of both^lastitCFtMbsyof ''f bo^ 
curifig'the traiikt of the Colony) to >thii}r managing 
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Secretary ;" by what means was it in the powfr of 
cither the one or the other to do t^s» even H they 
had entertained any such design ? Did they convey 
to their Secretary any facilities beyond what his 
own knowledge of the trade of Africa and of the 
Colony ^ve him? Doe». it appem* that a sin^e 
referenc^i was ever made tq either lK)dy m the sub^ 
ject, or a single qtiestibA asked or i^tated^ or a sin- 
gle re8(^tian promiilged or adopted by them; icr 
s^ortj'tbat they ever interfered, either directly or 
iodiirectly, in the matter ? The most distinct and un^ 
qualified negative is. now given to these questions. 

Before the subject of the Sierra^ Leone Company 
is dosed^ llie Board is desirous of expressing^ in the 
strongest terms, its* deep impresdon of * the laudable 
fod disinterested. vie\«^3 which first led to the for* 
mafion of that Company, and by which ita conduce 
tors appear to have been uniformly actuated. And 
altheug^ this vindications ef their (»»nduct may ap"- 
pear in some degree fjoreign to the objects of the 
African Instttutmn, yet, to rescue ironi unmerited 
reproach those who i have acted so conspicuous a 
part ib forwarding the great measure of the. Abd« 
fition of the Slave Trader cU due to the general 
dmracter of that sktdred cause, and is no inore thaii 
an aet: of justice tevrards those who preceded ttmtk 
in tHeir bibobrs^ 

Of tbet causes which led to the fiuluie of tiie 
Jiiercft Itfone Company, the Beard has aireiady 
q»)ken. atrbia^ in its First Report "Those who 
jvisb to see them mote iiiUy sjiKl satisfiictorily deve*' 
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lopedi may consult the Reports of the Sierra Leont 
Company generally, but particularly those of 1794 
itld 1804, ihe kst containing the evidence of the 
t)fa'ector8 of the Company which was laid before 
Parliament They were there stated to be, the want 
of a sufficient pdWer and Authority in the Govern- 
ment of the Colony, during the first eight years of 
its existence, combined with the unfavourable cha- 
facter oif the Settlei's ; the insufficiency of its force 
to check the encroachments, or discourage die ag* 
gressioQs, of the Nadves ; the unhealthiness incident 
to'' all new settlements in tropical climates, which 
operated in various ways to keep the Compan/s 
establishment in ia low and iriadiequate state : iX) 
which vfete added the too great limitation of the 
expenditure of the Company, in consequence of the 
heavy losses they had sustained ; the inexperience oif 
the conductors of the undertaking in the earlier per 
fiods of the settlement ; but above all, the long con* 
tinuance both of the war and the slave trade, by 
which the expectations reasonably entertained by the 
founders of the Colony, on its first settlement^ were 
fotally disappointed. 

But besides these great obstacles to die success of 
the Cbm|^any, it ought to be considered that they 
were not merely a trading company^' but that tliey 
were burthened, during the first eight years, with the 
entire charge of the erection, government, and pror 
tection of the Colony ; of its civile judicial, ^.tid mi- 
litaiy administration; of its medical care, and 
public instruction, and public works ; and, during th^ 
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remaining eight years, were only partially aided ict 
bearing these burdens by the parent state. 

Few places appear to have niet with greater 
discouragements. The Colony was frequently threiat?- 
ened, and twice actually attacked, by the natives $ 
once it was ruined by the French : twice, its o^o 
people broke out into insurrection. When extensive 
commerce was carried on, the French destroyed it^ 
When cultivation flourished, the Afriean chpefs firM 
drew away the native labourers, and then drove the 
settlers from their farms^ Even when exempt from 
actual violence, the turbulence of the settler!, the 
want of fortifications^ and the policy of the; nativefi^ 
kept the Colony in a state of disquietude and ^arou 
The heavy losses which the Comite.ny sustaineji 
obliged it to pursue a rigid economy, which was un- 
favourable both to internal improvement and ex* 
ternal influence, and consequently to the gederal 
credit of the settlement Owing partly to this cau6e^ 
and partly to the climate, the establishment was often 
insufficient for the most necessary purposes. Little, 
therefore, comparatively, could be done to cultivate 
an intercourse with the neighbouring nations, or to 
extend the knowledge of the interior. The main 
hindrance, however, to the Company's success, un- 
questionably arose from the slave trade, which 
ceased, as has been already observed, to be legal 
even in the river Sierra Leone, and to British sub- 
jects, only on the day on which the Company ceased 
to administer the affairs of the Colony. '^ It cre-^ 
{it^ IL strpng and QCtive interest in Africa, which wa^ 
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ofppOsed to tbat.i>f the Sierra' Leone Ooiii|>a)iy, und 
was industriously eipployed in nusr^resentiDg tbour 
designs, and exciting jeAkiiisy tin every quarter. To 
this touae. may te trstitd mucb o£ tfae ilL^will and 
(j^Qsequent.bn»atllily of theinatiYes, add o£ the.tiirbu**. 
Iet)c6 and insJUbordination. of the coloniHs^ . It ren^ 
dered the Ewopean traders, iA particular, the natural 
enemies of -tfie Company/ . It supplied the chieft 
\rjtb.Jthe 0ean9*:<^f acquSringrfiritish articlea, witboofe 
their being a^tbft trouble .of .icbllectfng produce^ 09 
cultivating the soil. It interested the leading men 
in the maintenance of tlTdse^ superstitious practices 
ivhicb^ whiler tbey formed a great. obstiMle to.dvi- 
y^fion^ ^ere,^ 0^ ihe coqfi^ ^be main io^rct frohA 
which the sl^ye^ trade obtained its yictims.: 5 It gasre 
to the slave^ factories a . great superiority over the 
Company) even ip the trafl|c in prodyce, inasmMcb 
as they were able to coniduct a trade, both in produce 
and Slaves, at nearly the same . expense at which a 
ti^e in Slayer alone could be carried on. It afford* 
ed to the slave factor an advantage ip respect to the* 
means of recovering debts; as he had only to ^ze 
and sell his debtor, or the family or even townsmekr 
c^ the debtor, in order to secure himself agaiosli 
loss. He CQuldi therefore, generally gain some pm- 
ference over the Company, even in the produce 
market^ by affordbg larger credits to the natives.. 
The slave trade dso rendered the Africans, espe- 
cially those who lived hear the coast, aiMl within the 
influence of. slave ships and slave factories,, drunken^. 
icHe, and |erc|cious;; and by tl^e high profits which i|, 
presented, it teqopted of^^nj Qf the settlers, and even 
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some of tite Oompft]iy*ft o&ters, eitber to embarft 
in the service of slave factoiiea, or to enter on their 
own acx?ount into that tmffic*.'' And when, to all 
those cireumstanoes are added^ the loi^ses^ and inters 
ruptidns caused by an unintermitted state of nMtu 
time warfare; and the peculiar unfitness of the 
main body of the people to persevere* under the di^ 
fidttlties, and contend against the dsingers^ of a new 
settlement ; the wonder, will . be, that' the 'Colony 
eaii^d, rather than that it did not flourish. 



The Board proposes^iow to consider those pahs of 
Mr/rhoipe'B^>amphlet which have a moreiinmediMe 
reference to Ijheproceedbgs of the Afric«nInstitution: 
' At pages k and 9j Mr. Thorpe states the genleral 
objects of the African Institution, and then proceeds 
to criticise their Reports.<i»^Here it will be proper to 
make one preliminary retnfi^rk. The Directors 6( 
&e Afri^ Institution, relying on the liberality of 
tlie public, had calculated on obtaining funds whidi 
would enable them to pursue witb vigour the varioutf 
dbjects they were desirous of promoting, tn this 
respect they have been^ disappoinfted. Mr. Thorpe; 
indeed, represents the Society as rich. But the 
fiict is, that the contributions they have Teceived 
have proved wholly inadequJBite to undertakings 
which would necessarily involve a l^rge permanent 
expense. Their whole receipts, of every descrip-' 
tion, from the first fbrmatioh of the Society, to the 
3 1st Dec. 1814, have amounted to only 9650?.; 
• Siena Leone Compaay's Iteport, idH'Wl^- ' * ' * 
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has. iiot quite x^eached 400i - ^ 

Uader these oificunittaiiins ift becuiie nectfssary' 

to direct thetr attentkm, m the first pl«oe^- to such ol^-' 

jecta as were at tiie saniai time! the most urgent and^ 

^e inost comiMtible Milth the state of tfaeu- fimdai^ 

And the quedtiOD^ as it respects the conduct of the 

I>irector9, is not so mtKh what they may have left 

ttiidonei . as whether. they hove advantageously em* 

ployed the limited meiuis they possessed. Their 

first duty obviously was, to watch over the executionf 

of tl^e laws recenHy eniacted for abolifltiing the 

alave trade; to oEidcavour. to pfevent their infirac-^ 

tion; to. suggest theineans of rendering them more 

^Rsctudi ; and to promote the aboBtbn of this trad^ 

by Foreign .Powers. Itwaa only in th^ degree in- 

vrhidr tbesie objects .were adcomplisheid) tibat a rational 

hope could be entsrtained^of di^liaing Afiicai ' Tbes^ 

objects^ however, . have proved ?t9t)ie of sufficitfnir 

ma^itttde. and difiqidtyilb engross^ a* >large' share of> 

die attention of .the iBireefaihv and Ko abmrb' a^ eon-^ 

luderable fiortsQaofTtbe fni|d» entra^ted to thdm. 

Maay. of Ae nusa8ttvei^;i]oweyeii» UtAt have been teiken'^ 

UtiAi this'Ttew: beingi of apreri^fitive kind^ arepr^' 

^se^ of that descidptioB^ which/ ho^vwer Octeiu^ive^ 

in their operation alid. beneficial in their effects, are 

the least iibely to^attract4;he notice c^ superficial or^ 

pre^idiced observers. It>is> dnly by such pei^ons/ 

that i#< tan jever.^be' dqubted whether th^ expense 

wfaidb^is^incuiTedanl prbmotiiftg eittier' ibe ^^cacy of 

our mm •aboliticbf lawtsy or the ablution bf the ^ve 

ttad^ibysf «M%i Po^efii; k«su dlMkt fohA lAost mo- 
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mad^jas bearing OQtheieivilizfttion ^f AskicL ■ Had 
the Institution confined itskif to: this single pMst,. it 
wciild still have been tbe be»t benefacter bf that op- 
pi*eBseA continent' Whether 4fhe bflforts of the Direct' 
tiors^ to.promote these: objects havebeen luell directed; . 
and whether the scuns expended with that view have 
been beneficklly efeidoyed, they mu^ leave itiSo the 
Subscribers to deteruune. fiat it will hardlybe sattf 
by any c»3e who undenslniids this'^qoestion/ and Wbo^ 
compares its sfeitein iai5:withwhat itwasin 1807'; 
who reflects on the tinqualHied cotHlemnatioii wl^Cif'' 
the;slave trajii has received fcom the assemtileditow^' 
ers of £i»rope ;,on its total abolittob by ever^ maritime 
state, excepting Spain and Portugal; ontheiiberatkivi? 
of Northern Africa from thisrdesolatirig scour^' bveh^ 
for the t<H) protracted^ period 6f eightyearfi, to wHich' 
these powers have .limited its^dnratidn ;i+i*who: f eflectsr 
that in Great Britain tlie ilave: trader, whb, hot many 
years ago, had power 'and< influence suffioienl to s^y' 
oven tlte deekions of Bariiameht/ is naw branded as' 
a felon ; and that Imuch has beeh d6ne> m a vttri^' 
of ways, to repress his illicit conknerce; «ijd aboto* 
lay a foundation for improvmg ^e condition »of our 
wretched colonial bondsmen : it will bardly*tfd skid* 
by ftay one who refleet-s on these" changes; atid is ca^^^^ 
l^e of estimating their value, that they, ncouldlmver 
b^n ijk^rlyrpurcha^d^' if the whole sunibB 3S'6Qh^ 
with which the DirfeetonBt have been fr»truked^ bad{ 
been expeiifled in secui^g theft).: . By Jooking^' 
however^ntor Ihar-past. jEtepoctSj^ it will. heiSeeB^itMtr 
it was <>tAy a part c^tl^i? smi^l^^nda^iKbiiiifWWiHX) 
expended,, apd tbfiit^ many otbw: lo^ola ' t>C;v;grt^ 
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But Hie Direclon will pro«Be4 to oQn^er Mr. 
llioipe'i 0{Mdfic Qbwrgtt agiiiii^ tb^ InstiUitigQ. i 

1 ^ Cirstft Ite nUi^ged .Mglwt of e^ei|tian« 

The foUowiDg.U tbe Aimple dtateqneot «C f(MSt» on 
Ihk sufej0ct;T^ . . f 

A J^$xi§t9 Qi KeaoluJtions, j^mpowering Mr* Juu^ 
kuo to enect schools oi 4iff<Nreot kiods, reached th^ 
Calcn»y, eonne of them ft s^rt time hefovq, w4.othei]^ 
moa after^ he had resigned tbe Goverqnientof it iatp 
the hands of Mr. Thompson. ; 

Mr. Ludlam, to Mrhom these resolutions and re* 
quests of the Society^ on tbe subjept of eduaatio9» 
«a!)e/fKj]djneasedi wd on whose active C0r09eiittt9» 
the. Jnstitot)(9n l^d ^confidetitly reliedi on resigping 
his aiuiat^^ traMfjerred ^ho to his.sMcceasor every 
letter wd pi^r, eod every article he bed r^ceiy^ 
frojEii.fhe ]l>ire<tor9, Jn a jietler from Mr. Ludlaitt 
t9:Mir. Mactiulayi hestates^^^V My basifu^ relating 
to the ADriaan Instituti^ J have giveo o^er to G» 
vernor ;Tk^mpmn» as the only penson wboae situa^ 
l»» enabto him tp foitward . ti»eir viewsi in this Got 
lonjr*" GovtxsKnr .Thon^sovif acknowledgoe this M 
have been the cas^ in letters dated tbe IJAh Nov^ 
19P^^>and March (>thand2»th, 1809 (: bat f he otily 
remark he makesi.^ the whole of the Impartant suh^ 
JMit pf education, thus eommii^ to his saperudi^^ 
ano^ IIS 4n. in^im^iw that he did not inUnfL ta 
fulfil . «j>me ' re^j^ioo of the fioard im> that subjoati 

K 
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AfKJI» iti point of fect» it must be conilesfted thtt 
he does not appear to have taken one st^ to carry 
into effect the wbhes of the Institution in this respect. 
Even of three African Youths, on whose educa- 
tion as schoohnasters the Institution had bestowed 
considerable expense, and whose salaries as teachers 
Govenimmthad undertalcen to pay, two- were em- 
ployed in other lines of service. But had th^re even 
been a sufficiency of schoolmasters in the Colony^ 
4t would still have been vain to hope for mudi good 
irom iheir labours^ without the vigilant controul and 
encouraging countensu^ce of persons in superior 
stations. 

On the accession of Captain Columbine to the Go- 
vernment^ the Direct(»rs furnished' him with a ttttQ^ 
cript of all the papers that had been already fon^nard^ 
ed to Sierra Leone, witii a request that he would 
carry their wishes into effect. This he piximised to 
do. Having lost the frigate he commaoded bdbre 
lie reached the Cdouy, and having in consequence 
of that loss returned to England . without visitii^ 
Sierra Leone, so much time was unavoidably con^ 
sumed that he did . not actually comaleooe ^ his ad- 
ministration until February 1810^ more than a y^at 
later than the time when it was intended the chigige 
should have taken place. ^^ 

The ill health and death of Mrs. Columbine; die 
death of Mr. Ludlam ; the long «nd .severe illness of 
Captain Cohimbiue himselfi which ended an his deadt 
ako; all- occurring within the space of litde more 
thaQ a year from the time of bis^rrival in the Colony, 
sufficiently accouat. for the little progress made in 
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g^ViBg^ee^ dAiriog faisgoveniiBetiV to the wiabei 
0f th0l90titutioa on the subject of io9tructioQ. It 
cl^^arly appears, however, that much more was dosie 
in promoting that object during the administration of 
Gi^ptaia Cotambine than in ihat of his predecessor; 
iU)4 it^ was inallukioki to thai particular period, yu, 
the year 1810^ thatthe Fifth Reportstated that there 
were between two. imd three hundred children en« 
,^iPj^tbe benefit of education at Sievra Leone. 
- Ab^^POu as the untoward dreumslances that have 
lieen meo^ned were known, and it was also knowXi 
that Gcdonel Maxwell was named successor to Cap- 
taun Columbii^f urgent nepiesentatiws were sent, ta 
faun <m this subject; and he was furnished with all the 
fesolutlons that had already been passed upon it, 
suid eiDpowered to institute schools at the Society's 
expense, not only at Sierra LeonCi but at Senegal 
aiMl Goree* 

> It is certainly tirue that these various efforts of the 

I>intetOrs to promote the work of education ip 

jA^friea have not led to the insftitutkHi .<^ schools M 

the Society's expense. Down to the period of Go* 

vemor Maxwell's accession to the Government the 

eapies 0f this failure; hftve been already mentioned.: 

: That, genlleman blis shewn, a strong solicitude (jo 

profnote the wprk of instruction; but he has nqt 

thou^t H necessary, although empowered to do so, 

to epiploy the fimds of the Instituticai in that work; 

as tba Goveipai!»li were willing to bear the ^expeqse 

of ,a|l dKSiSdiools he has yet had it in bis power tq 

institute; luld aS| besides thb, Missionary Societies 
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have engaged zealously in the tffpfk <rf lidoedtk^ ta 
Africa^ and have the«^ rendered tb^ applieatkttif df 
the fdfid» of the InAteutioii n> ihia objeet leie neees^ 
wry- •••.'' 

Perhape indeed it nitftt be admitted, that ^xmetiea 
of thii d^eriptlon are,, oo the ivMe, better^ adapted 
to purMe the object o£ edooation than a 'Sdtiefy> eoit^ 
stttuted a6 IS the Africaa Institiitioa. ' ' ' ^M > / 

Itrequtrts a more than ordinary degree of* ««$! 
and BtoPength of prioeiple to induoe pefsens) duly t^a« 
lified for the office of teaobers of yontb^^^tondefrota 
tbansetves to that work in a clisiate so linfttvoi^ide 
to heakh, and in a i^tuaiiM ^^t^^iere they mnM siibitoM 
to many privattOAS of comlbr^ mth little or no ex^ 
pectation of those pecuniaiy advantages whieh tempt 
the ^eraliiy of men to4^ncounter sueh riik^; and 
make such saerifices. But men possessing the reqitt^ 
site zeal and strength of principle for sucha s^rtkM 
liaturally enlist themselves at onoe under sodie one 
Of those societies which conduct religious miMOn^i^ 
and under whose wing they may labour in therea{^4« 
cHy of Missionaries^ preaching to adults as w^l' ai 
educating youth. ' 

The Institution is precluded by itsftmdameMd 
rules from undertaking religious mis^ns. The 
difficulty, however^ of finding proper persons in tiiii 
country willing to go out to .conduct sthbold in 
Africa, who are not disposed to add the thl^x^JBtet df 
Inissionary to that of teacfaeiTy is loudd'tCfbdVeir^ 
great. And on this ground the Dii^sctort' lal^ie' Isv^il 
doubted ithether they.ou^hti^ tQ fesi^ the direct 
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mnA iu lttK< S « ic pidnwiit 0f this object tirth6serdHglou» 
9DGietie& by.iv^^ it has been Already sefloufii^ iiid 
successfally proseeuted^^^TUiswaoB^ m difficulty whicb; 
tiioa^ k bas proved. very formidable, wal not cBs-^ 
finctlyatiticipiKledat first But it tfas not tiie <mly 
diffioii%. Ttae loivr state^ of the Sopiety^s fiihdft wtt^ 
arfaar;tii)Qstended efforts of this- descidptioD. Thd 
inKEuryitttowed/to<a maleaad a^f^nmle teacher !ate^^ 
imat 00^ Mr. and* Mrs. Sutiierlaiidi^ (incdrreetty 
stttbed by Mr. Tboirpe to have been probttt^id. by Mir. 
WiUiamiJUten, and placed on tise colMial estAbli^ 
■mutt, )««iDO»PtB to notonore tiian SCO/, a year; yet 
this of itself nearly absorbs the whole annual income 
of a Sodety protiottiiced by Mr. Thorpe to be ^^ly 

: Mr. Ttorpe observies in a note (p. 10), tbat the^ 
Second and Third RetKirts 3tatd that the ^solutions 
df the Bcoffd on the snbject of eddcation liad been 
iMlrrted into e£fect. These Reports did doubtless 
miiime.that those resolutions erotf/dt be carried into 
^effiK^l there; beii^ no reason at that time to snp^ 
|ios0 :ihat the Govensor would prove unfriendly td 
their designs. In a subsequent Beport (Sixtih, p. 39^) 
it is distinctly stated that they bad not been carriefi 
into effect. The weigUt of Mr.Thorpe^s charge (p. 15)^ 
Md any supposed inoonsistency in the different lie* 
ports are tbus done away4 It was not extraordinary 
thatlile'DirdetOrB should express ttieir' disappoint* 
jnent not to have had more specific detkils to pro- 
duce with pesptet to Aiiilban imprOvemeM ; be6&use 
ibey bad ioepeatedly urged on s^b^qiient Odver* 
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nori tfaeir hope Und reqaest^ that cvwry attentu» 
might be paid to this important object. It woulii 
not have been their fault if not one sehool had beea 
set on foot in the Colony; and even in that case 
they wOuM hare been aUe most satisfactorily to 
Viewer Mr. Thwpe^ charge: Their letters and oflFers 
of providing for the expense of schools are, of tfaem«- 
selves, irrefra^We proofe of their having attemj^ed 
civilization.;^ iV(<id> indeed; whatever has beenieflfected 
catherbytheGovernment^ or by Missionary Societies, 
on their earnest recommendation, may reasonably be 
considered as in a great degree ovimg to thekr 
e^rts. : • i ' • 

^ Mr* Thorpe vehcmpntly charges the Directohs 
with deluding a liberal nation, because they stated; 
a3 he alleges^ in their Second Report, made in the 
month of March 1808, that '^ a chance will be 
afforded for restoring some of the captured N^oes 
to their connectbns ; iEtnd some, having enjoyed the 
advalH^ge of instruction in agriculture, and other 
useful. arts in the Colony, may pc^^ibly be' b^nefi* 
dally employed in disseminating in other parts of 
[Africa the knowledge which they have thus ac^ 
quired." (p. U.) 

" These poor creatures," he adds, " never re^ 
xeiyed any ipstructibn ; nor was an effort ever made 
to restore them to their connections and country;" ; 

But Mr. Thorpe has not quoted the Report 
fairly. The following is the whole of the passage 
from which he has carved this extract: — ' ' * 

^^ His Majesty's Government has further resolve^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



71 

to appdnt a Court of Vice-Adtniralty at Sierra 
l^ooe, for the purpose of giving more complete 
effect to the Act for abolishing the Slave Trade. 
. '' The appointment of such a judicature is particu- 
larly desirable at the present moment, as otherwise 
mUtbe vessels, which may be seized under the Abo* 
Ktion Act must be cnirried to the West Indies for 
a4judication; a course which would be attended 
with a crud protraction of the confinement on ship- 
board of. the captured Slaves. At Sierra Leone, it 
will also be much easier than it would be in the West 
Indies, to dispose of these persons agreeably to the 
humane provbions. of the Act of Parliament 
. ^' The system of free labour being already establish- 
ed at Sierra Leone, the introduction of any number of 
Negroes into that Colony, whether on the footing of 
free labourers or as upprentices for a limited period, 
could, be attended with none of those inconveniences 
which, it is alleged, would flow from it in our Westr 
India Islands, and which, as the Conunittee under- 
stand, are deemed to be so considerable as to make 
it a question whether many of the persons already 
liberated in the West Indies, under the opemtion of 
the Abolition Act, shall not be sent back to Sierra 
Leone. A. better chance will also be thus afforded 
for restoring some of the captured Slaves to their 
former connections ; and. some qf them after having 
enjoyed . the ^ advantage of instruction in agriculture, 
and in other us^ul arts at .the Colony, may possibly 
W bqqeficially employed in dhseminating in other 
jparts of Africa,, the knowle(|ge which ihey may have 
thus. acquired* _ ...:... 
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^^ The Subitoribm will readHy^^wceiue, tbatri; rer^. 
Wktg field id bfeit opened' for their bc»levcient«Mii- 
tioDs; nor can the'Cbmtnilte^CDntertiplatie itii^kbout 
m ardent desire that the funds vf tlm fmtilutian 
mofg be so enlarged m io ejiuble^tiiem to embraee 
the opporttmit^ which mU in that case be^a^^^ded 
lAeiTl of cbnferHog a signal betieik <m AfrilauV 

' Was thtne tiien^any thittgso vet74iDreaiMMUible or 
detusWe in thi& anticipation ? The Ditiectors «£.tfae 
Aiiitan IiisUtation have deeply rarefied, that it 
&ould not have been more effectuaHy realized/ Why 
it has hot has already boen 4n ^poA explained. /Mock 
more^ hoirever, bas;been do«ie/even in thowayof 
edoeatioH, ihan Mr. Thorpe-seein^'ii'illtng to :allbw. 
And with respect ta the return of the ^^ptored Slaves 
to their oun country, the •Boardbas Anly td refep to.' 
an official repoit made f<^ the Seerfetary of^tatoby 
Governor Goiiimfbiiie and Ht\ Dawes, in HWf-kk 
which is the • folhywing pasi^ge'<*— • - - - « • 

'-^^ SoiDe of theM tr^sek (thbcapiurod slave i^ips^ 
bad <iot yet reeeiyed their ^lav^es^n h^^A ; biirthei^ 
capture bM, nevertheless^ deprived 4b^ skive ^ater^ 
irf' th)i means- of ^#ryirig off ^boi^t "Sftod A^fi^ctos; 
and out of ^her captures, 471 nrien, fptf^oinfen^- anit 
42 1 chiltftpfen b^ve^beetl released frbth iSiavery. ' ' ' 

^^ Aeonside^Me riufnbe^of the neatest and ^ar«»tt 
kindred, haisbknds and #iv^,'paEientS'ahd'ciiildi^f 
btotheria aA*^"sisters, 'i<4K) liad been kidnapped 01^ 
stden at vai^ous tim^s, - atid jhR - on boat^>differ6n» 
ressels, have thus been unexpectedly re$tored to each 
otber at Sierra Lebtii : aiKl wBen^fer any ' of ' ^iMl 
have desired to return to their own country, and saieh 
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id[jirtoi«MMfytonntttbMnMn«it«f ilM»0!»j|»>tbflf 
an^ l^mnrtiw to Jboiw toquiiwAwme mm- i4«M itf 

Hgr tytj^pw: fr ill tmm \ tmtmnff i wmt t ioU ha ni J lt 
tfatflMetoWifiMiD Hifi tiiwHiMillntiliiriitnwi" ... 

tirp Uatb btgni> 'Vito mptohiul^iuidinia^ vmM^.iir 

}me<l.lf)cpnlei^i«l tb«. kaddMitiog q£ tlMMbj^lK 
iriio bad been educated first by tbe Sierra Lumtk 
fikwiMvqi Md'' »fittNMr4fi ,byl th»i leatteitiwQtBMl 
nhavMtt.MAt .4^!t9»Si«fiifii A«Q|M')«tiitar«siip«Mi^ 
fboMf^ifiitepMwdA ttl«fie4. fcQK^ G«mfMa«Mi-*-S«M« 

t 
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iliiti^^iSt^Cklkm Ibe^ oooM be of wiy* 

Use-r^The bM mmeti which can be ^ tMie to tbe^ 
Ctaargeoontaiadd in tbfai pitssi^ is -to be «Mind ii» 
the SedondiandiTliirdl Report8t)f the Sodiety, wMds 
are^already ^b^re the public.^— Tiiese- atljicles mmm 
sentoiat'to Governor Lndlain; 4iiit they iKaere reeeiy- 
ed» not byhioi, bat byGeiPeriiOT*Tlionipfioa» nho 
sHtedli^ 1^ kmti 4Jbted<MtN)h 6, l«09^:tiiat ^'^mea- 
lOiFes litd* been tskea for^exoifing tile tatietiii^n nf .tbs 
€oftstt6 A^eMtm MedsMMoiit by tfaelnslilftUkNis 
•Ada portion of Ifatm/' ifae edds, "^ witt be propo^ 
jg^Md in the Ck^loi^ at Ihe proper* eeason/^ ' ^ 
i * Go^emof iBio*ipiinvivuon theepbtiat^tfae iIm^ 
end must have' kiovm fhe^iEMdal sWeof ifaiogsi in^iia 
Celonyi better than^the Secratary^ craven than Mfv 
^orpe. Ycftbe does not et|^ iliabthefe iMas^any 
«)lijeetip» to4he ttaaniM^^ idn 

the contrary, hia jetttn deaiily itnpty that it4R^as bo^a 
indeableandaiseaaboable'gttt.- jffed<teetiot8ay^ with 
Mr,. I;b0rpey tbat'laiid'hatf not been i|raateid' td ^lM 
ficttleia: nor4<)i6s/bbMy^ttattfi^'i»MliK>i^ 
-wbevewithr tdi-pvepAre tiie^land^v ^Bat thU^ il niay 
«bei pteMflkd, lie /would have^ laid, had |he iaot 
*eett-i60.- '•- *••'• ••.'• -'-it '■^:*-^;'^^ i:.»^J r ;<.■•- 
/ laa^subse^ueoli l«fter^ dMed Mari^ 
<GoT^roor Thompsoa again' hoefatibii^ liiE^intiMtiotiaf 
aowhtg the*, eotton aee^ in >tb6^^€ohMy ;- tedf^^a^ ia 
slntiiiionyi^bU>aji{fti^Ni(tiaQ of ^^jMtaandijmi- 
ceedingdiofitiie instituUoQ, h#<eofaM« a MdtribMtai 
to its funds of lOOL Shortly, however, after this 
4etter was wiiiten^aieif'teeHed^lieiiii^^ 

a 
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unit 1m >iibaiBMf; IKiii^flMb!y«M<ii<«ntbtftdM 
evUs mentioned by Mr. Thorpe took jiam: '*TM 
sdtlbD seed:wMtlKoiv6.iBtQ:tieme^ m4 tl» ma* 
dnoes suffered tt» decay." .; : . '.t 

Mr. Thorpe aiMUBimifbriify a»llKiliiglMbtiBABt 
ofMf<Tlutai|MM. He dabnotf irikin*^, ohjaefeftet 
hb testiowoy. . 4t setaui dear*, . h n wewy thrit i«bfc 
tbepQ(Mid<tf hbimiring of'lus.mc»lv'j^lMit.niiriife 
tke aatb df Manch. 1W9, •Mrl^Thoa^Mon sM aot 
tlHfifc:tiMt the Airiote rla^tiMioo tadiacKd eiMnr 
UBwisdy or ioqpravidmly: iie ^aai; tiMoebefo Gioj 
wntKir-ofthe Gotony-^-ei^ moiyfa^ aadinraat' 
have known itedrcamoiaaeeB. HeiMtd«fi#kiM»««< 
tedge aJto. e^wbat Mri Thmperhas cbam t6^ repfe^ 
«ont.«K'piKi6Me ettd impioviKkBt expenditiire-^tlMK 
p^oithe institiitiqD; And yat^^in^hkleilarofthft 
«teb of March 1809, he trauamta itbe> alKHigMI 
imrk be couM pm trf- hi* inardltiaar ofr its pro^ 
ceedw^namery, 4 krgavoatribiilioii^tif it» fand& ; 
If .Mr. Tfaope's «tatHBfBtfi«*p«HiBgttae ^Hmint 
land and impLements had not been already proved 
to bedbitoluitHyigeoii&dksav it ini^t b»i|Uidoly iii> 
iierred, ievcn from the ietterB of GtovetnorTfabnifiMf 
^loanelf) ;. Thevb liUtn cenfain lovqaettf limifecitiDf 
k> jmH6ty.b£objectR mnttd m :iJhf.^Cial«h^n- He 
le^iieathif aoMii^ olteritfaiBgfi^ (peiticuiMrl)^ aM^iauft 
■ariitetiMMa^ and ani0iab<tf diibeent d*oiiptin»}«b 
.4<igs,;rili'faiti^ &•.)'- .• ' ■. .1 lilr \ 

-■ '<.Henq>iecd, AioUf^to sow tfaixty-anm. i: ' ■ ^:^ 
" ^ T6haeco md» iwentywfivjepoimda. \ ^^- 

i «WlateMiill^ify,'ofaeb»ffll«dpiMi. - '- 
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clover and other graaseK" 

i )AadJw«ipMkatt i« <iiaoeie inlief ^4hili tMn- 
■fedoe.^adjagnodfeui* intt ocertpmad' iMk' aMkNifc 
dci|mpidBted -pnt «f -.^iM^ aad^bAt io w «erjr46*|p 
1iiiie11n€tfto(iyivmttpqr1toiiM^i«a:iiMNn4.^ > 
.: it iMs aab|0|iieiitly to .flii»,< ttat lifeaHng ttff M» 
lewl^: fab «i«M pudMbfy. itoik aietbdr flirtfliiwfci 
Hit cfiMts-to-iinitMigeite t^ m rtl wu wklAft^murM 
HureUera fraycadelL ^' nibe^octf *w tfMnm^iiiM 
tl»«Meii,luMij|beailicbiBa»saibniito;iMi7.*' • - > 

■ Ikfr. •3'iinfK ins .wfieifjeMy'MmlKAiiiim tmlai- 
of implMBeitte of ^bubhMHbpi* <m Imi'- iiprtimat «» 
«HhitatMn,<tfi^t<it 'omjibb pmi>cr'tb4dveit «» liw| 
peNit(aiM«iyi7« HeiiBnfas.^ 85$,.<tiiit IbeiiM*^ 
tanfeed itasM fiitiew ih> tbe nfeti«esasta Ifae wltiiii^ 

iurtdfi'inOtwtwi ■to-' pmfmm lk» :i§faAioA ilr tiw. 



,< It hM.iieiil «lfiiidy)sh«nr% (dwtinlte IGolei^ af 
Stanta JUetin^ /tbeoe )mub aie Mtottaf tia* iwyieiBWHa 
f^toakpadrj^ likatnieliairaatiaUoaidlidve ocMlai^ 
add notteeotapldiiacl ad; am nat^fdesade^ TiiBt i* 
4lQuHilia {diwmitai^il; «id artt k»>aHppiiad jivf 
Mat au e i qt HMto of 4be C^kaly) if iviKr]fE aiijtiirtiiMi i 
And it is at lea^t equally improbaiaa, >tjMft)tt ilioakl. 
not once Jaroiifln adverted 4p%JlGr(^»«mcpr'iboMp« 
•cm, or anysatofBMJiqS'iQignniibi^ar e*aa>^Mr. 
Thorpe hiiaaeiMilnle ott ilie ^ofe» in iHy dF'his 
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with Ibe O6v«nior of ttis Odtny. 

fittt{tlB4KitAiei^lytfiec«lonAsl8, buftllMiiitivcs, 
IflkS *c«oNMhc to Mr. TlMilr{»,*liCia'0o1»j^ltt«^titt 
iwliniewllhto^tEMthto«ettiMMML < '" 

M» ^MMtflr In Aftka^ should ««!; 1M0# ffitttthft 

0rthei(k«Aotb«l «flth«dtflMr«lt0(fti, the |)iMd««6'tf tUett 
«lnill(lMifa>^^uad tbMll^ fatiy|i'i«i8fctiier'ei«tt(ta iud 
WMvtil'inito'KlMh ?• If it jaMlhte aiM>1lb iAMifldMIt 
iBMM^'MRt 1li6 liUj^islnotiCs rccjtlifMl'fMr |)UuiQtol{^ ^txft" 
mtkttft^htdy tittf nxHe with Yh6si neqtriffed Mr 
yiiitftihg 4te«H'%M thai «t Htmiet tttt-^Mi iibt¥tk 
•iter M«d« ilM'ctiHliatea^ritbiMtiinpl^^ ttl^ 

^6m9 'Wba i6faft!«t #ttte AfiMbrt InsliKitibfl, tberef^ 
HM, %lft »»tf>to'8(rp{>t;f liM[A«ttbM^/\v^ were iMl 
H i i l l lW l^ 'bat'iiiei^ «4 MtbMMtfr «>b«tMr )daA of odlt 
«Mi#r (iM» >#»M(b<i4 Mifit j^l<e)(^ gil6f»ta i<i Afrietf, 
Md ibd 104hdW!«'tb^«4ti««ft^H!tA«Hif»iaMkt'b<^ 
«r«tifo flM>i« •extMeii^y. ' liM ^/rdii^ to tli^ ttfiy tMM- 
jiiitteiteMl»f1M1btttk!l(id^^''a(!^ LMM^ ivlft 
an earnest request that it might be widely distribut- 
«iS-«iA ihejF fmptsftH tAi aoit out dii^etiMis'for its 
mucatgrnk m. '•■'■'•• •'•'■•• • ^ -• • 

'fViii^lnDWW^r.HMil kdWvh t»<^e^'^«MMi'Of>im^ 
0itt: «|MI»VMM», %kd 4i*s T>«^''tfth6AigitheMtK«l 
#<Aftk% lilitt ttey'^o «0t in"^ general tse iBufopeaft 
taltdMi«(ttl4ll>«h^ ^fiMf tff ' the loil. - The^^^rrelfel 
lho|»%bM»tMjf ^lletelfel^W(A:«<ri««^ft^^ tM 
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Afirica in eveiy meFc^iiiC slupi t|i)fiV^(MiA\tbH)iy^v • '" 
^. ^be (M^y ippleaaent which waf !»«% tvwflecl, 
w\ik a-view V> tb? cukure pf , tqpttw, ; ii;«4< (^vgN> '(m^ 
deaniDgit Tbe^l^ri^iuckiivaitlB^tbeiiwfk^ ^.viewt 
^qa aa oiptlf^ wfr^ «cc9r4iui^5 jMOt ; tUMr.Vtt^tbis 
joea^re eUhc^r, psco^use^ iiqproxid^i]i^ car t|K«aiatitire, 
>EI^^^. |D^^ hay^. hpm ased.f^ onqe/^Q clf|uiia|( 
^,^ttapia)iiQa(}y gfiQiirliicMiAifnqa^ }.4lw1 ^t^ 
Jf Mh.ftjW§W).tp tfc^ seed teolii oat< by ^iSoani, •» 
«Q^tp^;,ailitau^ it? .matpnty ,m ^ix , mm^ ■ niter, it i» 
p|aiiied>.8upi^iqg. qi% Mr. %if(impum*»,tttomm^ 
tfa tjbu ^l>j^t, a^ contained ix) ^a leitar to.^ Jbwtir 
|jB^^ toMye. bopn ffial)^ .UMBH^ipfpa. wpidd: iwr^ 
.leaf refluked v^^ spofi a^ . t^ir , anivfd» If . <!« 
j^ttpn ^e^ had been j^tedf insj^d^of beii^flisQim 
Intotb^ river, f^nd i^iy ccn^l^^ 44*>n^^-<»f i^ 
jt^ mi^( ^ly hwre bfsen qcp^ed> b«d:c<>iv<) to fla»r 
lijujty, fipd; there Jy<b«?n.»o |>rQpeF. gioa proYideii 
%, etewg it; hpw.^ijai;^ nwre. i^eafonUHy migbt 
^r. •rhoipe>; j».tha|,c^,baw jCpflieJfderd of tin 
Ins^itutiga %, n^e^ti^ to. £aTnw^jhf^,neo«MM7 
juuB^n&'of j)iippgriqg it, ^r the Epropeap nfurjket? . t 

• •• •.•:)•••.;..- .-. . . . , . • ^. I > ■ •'. • •;! 

. 3, :" ll»:"t^ Third fMpo!rt»" pbaervsi MiW TimpB» 
» the same old delusira, as praetiMd by.J|be. $Mnm 
^^pppCony^anyi is, kept up. The fieiWirtc<pnQiq^»ds 
lO.stale, ,' that tib^Colopy would prod^«e biWp^i^lfNt 
.«otton,a9k» sqgar^ tea»;bark, eanfMrp* olMttr-siik 

i^ Report ,was.publifM* j*v,»e*«r ^M ••yflf 
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AM>i^4iddfA)e.proritte6dn9i nor iieard ^f Any attempt 
bdng made to ottUfivat^ any 'oT them, eitcept in the 
ib«ta0i«of«lielillleiiio(toaplan(ttbbhr ' ' 

Tbd nfetistriws ftiken Witt) respfect't^' cotton, and tbe 
^Mmses of lb«i/faiiive; iiaVe'bben dli^dy stated. ' 
- Witii rM^tet^t^lbe siaCem^nt otikeiiiatd concern^ 
id^lMMrpjtolMecte', molbierirypltUitaiftr feedit^'tive siflc^ 
wormsj &t: 4ti^^i» idi^ttdV tb discov^ #hat 'blatr((^ 
MMld t»^ atttiitittd to the ilnidtutiod" by ' ait^ i>tlier 
f/bnott'AmMv Thtti^ttt: •fntlifee^r^r'succ^s^WJ 
^g^ Ihe Tfe^'Bepoit i^V^ irifbnhaAsl6oA, rediiVdr 
Item dtieMbt^MrabiM, as to' ttifejc^^i^^/il^bf Vai^ng' 
lamuHa vfthMbl^'aMclieft tff {jfothice iat <Ble^ta Lison^J 
coodr^lis A& steps #hid) h^ \i6enitieii ih kafwiif 
th^ orH^alioiir. Alm^tlinydfteriarmn'wouId-haW 
tiM«glifc<thi« liMidabll^,' abai in the' t^&y of th<iii^'^ dn^ 
BMrMr:-.Th6irpe <b^ hi^ dMi Wot^s, ifaotr^'iui 
fiiitty tttMtcMl'as Quotation, iMM; th^r»,) "rtpie^i^ 
<|Mni4» a^ltrain;^ /di* /Atf fate ^ !mpbJi{^;-^i(^ 

tiKtf<MA^ri»*til§ dtt^etrt iuYtSst;- becauseli^' ii^^ 
liier saw the piWkid6dnii nor* heard 6f anj'atf^tfi^tl 
ibicQMiMtetftttfi/ ' Bai Whatdo^ "Ooihrin^b^ T^oij^p. 
««» layoft this'|>6int^ Jn a I'ettfer, dalSeil I^6v{ ll';' 
ttOS, >he -9tjM)sr/-'*'*An iatii^Iebt report 'fita idHH 
«ia)ie>of>«he p^^^bfledthe^ ii^w-tatitil'^'^^W 
the wmigpim' Wk, < ^f "i^icli >a< 'ilpeclmbb lh£D '^fi^ 
stmt UM ti^ Directors as soon as it is completed." 
AlidHii k'Vaim''4A<m ti^'i^^^Mkre^'lihOB, ^6e-^. 
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Bat it is wt.QpHj' Mu Vimp^im ^«lio wmnho 
|imtpDM;(iq» ^ ^.dmin»\mg it«te 96 ii» piMits* 
Tbe^lQwiQg.i§.;i^|ttl)ir^fip«m. ]yfi;«tYMM(^ wfa» 
is^MN/^ V^ M**' "Vl^Hiyft (pw,6&> l«i^«M of the 

(i^t«. WBt qqt 1^ .1^. Ifipwrw |r«ntf vuoBdMi^ 

IJB^ lti|B4 j^ |)l«. pMt vlAli A UttjAlwiMv {SlTMi 

ijpt^,i^ it i» iwf)9MJ|bk» iiy.iinp«4lR9g!llk«ii la dii* 
tipgtiifb t^. dp^qenoe. of ibwi fhotn*. 'Skt^wvm 

ttji^^Qpt thew;t9 Mteatqe .^jUiftlltllK MmiPtNn< 

PjFpfljUQltiqDf, it 91^ p9^|p%,J^>oipng%> the 
<^^ wl))ip|) le^ tff t)u^, tfvpiWJi^ ji^C Ib^ <MMU|ip 
^fo|tiietriye)^,api^to.% d<pii^jrptt<MHn«MlN9Miir Mt 

. ,4. >|[rc T^ipriK (^((fichf 4b&Pow^.Se«MtlQf tUet hh. 
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tbc^t^le'tiliepbmbAlityofsudide^^ inserted 
ip that Report a AiH abstract of the Abolition Acts^ 
And of tbcr Orders in Gtmneil founded on them. 

5. If 4i6 kiforination given of Sierra Leolleih the 
Foiirtfi Rcfftort b6 faUacioiii^, as is implied in the ob« 
Mrvations of Mt. Thorpe, then the Difeetors m^st 
AeQiselves"ha?e been deceived by Governor Tliomp-* 
iMtf;>^for allthaeis there said on the subject k taken 
from the letters dfl^at gentleman. 

*^^. Mr; T^oifpi atiiaeks tfa^ Fifth Report, as proving 
ijt^ ignomnee of the Directors respecting the Portii* 
guese po^sesdidhd, north of the Equator (p. 12). All 
tlikt the -lMrect6rs saSd on the subject ^ was, that th* 
Fortnguese have *o possessions ^'^ north of the Equd;-= 
tar, with 'the exception only of the small island 
of B*s*id,'' (Fifth Report, p. SO.) What there 
i* ihcdn^cl in this ' Statfcmeht is not Tcry obvious. ' * 

7$ ^r. "Iliofpe next attacks the Commissibn of 
African Inquiry, mention^ in the Fifth Report '^ 
- ** Ba tfee pfecStude o^ patronage, two of the Com- 
ptth/is old* siertaritsp Messrs. Ludlam ai^ Dawes* ^ 
t^rc appointed, ivith Captain ' Columbine, Commis- 
sitoftefs fer siirtcying the wiest coast of Africa, within 
certain 9At{libaes, haHng a salary of 1500/. a year' 
each. The first was known to have possessed . nei- 
thfea^ practice nor theory for the discharge of such a 
duty J ana if the""6ther had a little knowledge of" 
land-surveyitig, jret fie Was perfectly ihadecjuate to 
nvldk to tindertdikiiig as surveying the coast But 
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Captain Goltitnbine was first depend^ On fitf. kno^r-' 
ledge, and then incapacitated for the undertaking, by 
being appointed Governor ^f Sierra Leone. Messra. 
Ludlam and Dawes proceeded a little way down the 
coast : the fcNrmer died, and the latter returned to 
Sierra Leone, where Captain Columbine sat on a 
hill with a theodolite two or three tiiyies, gleaned 
some assistance from the iiiide&tigable Captain Bones^ 
made out what they called a Report ; and thus to grft* 
tify the select with this piece of patrom^e^ England 
has uselessly paid above ten thousand pounds." p» 13. 
Now here Mr. Thorpe commits two errors. He 
supposes, or insinuates, that the object of the Coan* 
mission was a nautical survey of the coast of Afriea, 
which it was not; — and he asserts^ tb^t the pf^ona 
selected were not competent to the duty imposed on 
them; which they were n;iost fully, and would hav0 
been so, even if their duty had been what he represents 
it. Both Captain Columbine and Mr. Dawes were 
distinguished by their proficiency in the sciences con- 
nected with nautical surveying. The latter gentle- 
man had been particularly recommended pn .that 
ground by Dr. Maskelyne, the Astronomer Royals 
to the situation of Mathematical Teacher; of Christ's 
Hospital ; and in earlier life, when h^ wei^t to New 
South Wales, he received from the Board of Lon^* 
tude a set of instruments to enable him to prosecute 
nautical and astronomical observations for the general 
benefit of science. .Even in tbatpoint of view^ there*" 
fqre, the selection was jucUciqus. — But the chief obr 
ject of the Commission being gpnerill inqairi^i; it 
lioes npt appew» that a b^i^ter choice qo\M ^yf 
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beeo made, than that of a person of Captcuo Colum» 
bine's character and attainments, and of two men*, Mr. 
Ludlam and Mr. Dawes, who had already passed a 
number of years in Africa, and who were known to 
be solicitous for its improvement. 

But the expense, it is alleged, was large cmd also, 
useless. The largeness of the expense arose from 
the delay caused by the loss of the frigate, appointed 
to carry the Commissioners. A delay of about fif- 
teen months was thus occasioned, during which the 
salaries of the Commissioners were, according to uni* 
form practice, continued, and an expense of nearly 
6000/« incurred, which would otherwise have been 
spared. 

But perhaps Mr. Thorpe means to object to the 
propriety of continuing their salaries to the .Com* 
missioners during this thek involuntary inaction. If 
80, the Directors think it necessary to state, not by 
way of recrimination; l^ut lor the purpose pf enabling 
the Institutjion to judge of the justness of Mr. Tboipe'a 
claim to a character for super^r regard to rpublia 
oeconomy, that he himself enjoyed a salary as Chiei[ 
Judge, and Judge of the Vice- Admiralty Court, .at 
^ierra Leone, for seven years, aUbpugh^his aqt^fljire^ 
sidence in the Cdpny did not fxc^^d twenty-QUift 
months. His salary, which was isofyl. aryear, com* 
menced from the month of January 1S08;, and be ren 
Pdived it without any deduction for three year$ and 
a half before be set h|s foo^. within, the Colony. . J^i^t 
not content with this l^ge sinecure cpolumenf,. soqi^ 
after he l9.nd^d ait Sierra Leone, l|e ^^manded c^ 
Mr.* Smith, tiie gentleman who had done the wjbp^ 
^uty o( tb^ office of Judge of the yicej-Adow^^^^ 
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Court for nearly eighteen months previous to his isirri-* 
val, to pay over to him all the fees he had received 
in that capacity; and on Mr. Smith's refusing to 
Comply with this demand, Mr. Thorpe brought ari 
action against him, in the Court in which he himself 
usually presided, for 1000/.; and there pleading his 
own cause, he obtained a verdict for 320Z. and actu- 
ally eompeUed Mr. Smith, by a writ addressed to the 
Sheriff, to paEy this sum within a few days after the 
verdict had been obtained. — The pleadings oii both 
sides in this extraordinary case are now bef€>re the 
Boaird.— It ought, however, to be added, that the 
iAjustice oiF this proceeding, when' stated to the Go- 
vernment at home by Mr. Smith, appeared so flagranl^ 
that a considefrable sural was deducted from Mr. 
Thorpe's salary, and assigned^to Mr. Smith, as<a re* 
mun^ration for his services, 

«. Mr. Thorpe blames the Directors for the infor- 
imataoh tbey gave to the Naivy in their Fifth Report* 
Jn one point, that informatron was certainly erro- 
neous ; namely, in their stating it to be necessary that 
vessels carrying on' the Portuguese Slave Trade 
should have b6en built in the dominions of Portugal^ 
or condemned in It Portuguese Court of Admiralty. 
But this, though an erroneous opinion; was one in 
which, at the titne, Mr. Thorpe himself a{!^ars to 
have eiltirely and unreservedly concurred, as may be 
Been^from several of his own decisions; particularly 
in the cases of the Calypso, Urbano, and Paiquete 
Volante. His excuse Mill probably be, that he was 
jhisled inta tho^e judgments by the iBoard. This 
irouht be but m inadecjuater ^cosc for li le&rQ««l 
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judge, ev^ if it were true. But in a commiinicaftfoiT 
made to the Directors upwards of a year ago, he dis- 
tinctly says ; " I never received a single paper from 
this or any other Society, nor fromi any public officer. 
Here or there I never received any itiforniation.'* 
This would seem to exculpate the Board from the 
guilt of having biassed Mr. Thorpe's judgment,' and 
to leave the error entirely his own. 

As to the charge of having misled thd officers of 
Ae Navy, with what grace this accusation comes 
from .Mr. Thorpe will appear from the following do* 
cument It has been transcribed verbatirii from a 
paper in the handwriting of Lieutenant Pascoe, of 
his Majesty^ gun-brig Daring, entitled " Substance 
of a Conversation, and the Opinion of the Judge of 
the Admiralty Court at Sierra Leorie, June IS, 
1812." It is as follows:— 

** I take the slave trade in a larger and more 
comprehensive view than Sir William Scott; and, 
from much trouble and labour, have made such dis- 
coveries of the illicit trade in slaves as would astonish 
you. But to the question of Spaniards : I am fully 
of opinion that t/re^ have no right to trade in Slaves ; 
anii shall always condemn theni, until directed 
otherwise! by my Government. Let me turn it which 
way I will,' still it is the same thing at last. The 
slave trade is^ contrary to the law of nations, and 
declared by my country's law as inhuman and trrtjiist. 
What right then has Spain to carry on this^^ tr&def 
None! j^ortugal is otherwise. Portugal says to'Greial 
Britain, You have brought me frotn a revolution in 
Portugal, sorely not to plunge m^ into one in the Bra- 
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iih by abolishing the Portuguese slave trade* G reat 
Britain says, No; certainly not; but by our treaty you 
shall be confined to your own Colonies in Africa, 
Portugal agrees td this, and to do away with thia 
horrid traffic gradually. Thus Portugal knew it to 
be illegal, and indignantly secures herself by treaty* 
Spain has no such treaty. If a treaty was necessary 
for Portugal as an independent nation, surely it waa 
so for Spain. 

" Now again we will consider the Americans and 
Portuguese. The former carries on an extensive 
trade in. Slaves under the Spanish flag. The latter 
carry on all this vile trade that English capital is 
embarked in. There are three vessels here now 
under the Portuguese flag : one was taken on a voyags 
from Princes to Bahia, from which last place she had 
come to the coast This man stated he purchased 
bis Slaves at Princes ; but by investigation I disco- 
vered that he hac| been along the Bight of Benin, 
took his Slaves on board, took them to Princes, where 
be landed them ; and after undergoing a mock sale^ 
he shipt them again*. 

♦' To conclude : a naval officer cannot go wrong 
hi sending a vessel having Slaves on board/or adjuid^ 
cation. If she is ccmdemned, the Slav^ are landed, 
apd the necessary certificate griemt^ to obtaiix t|ic. 
head-money. If the defendants appeal, , the ve&s^ 
may be returned ; but the Slaves cannot,, as they have 
up! ijig^t of; property \x\ them. From X\M it is clear, a 
ijiaval Qfficer's pocket cannot suffer, although my sen-^ 
^ce xnay not be confirmed/' 

'I'be ^b.9ve pap^jr h^« been subi»itted to th? cpnsb 
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dera^n of two h^gjbly respectable naval oflieers^ who 
served on tbe African station, ^d who* admit that it 
exhibits a.conect viewof.the opiaions promulgated 
by the learned judge. Whether the prdmutgation of 
M(ii ojfnnioDS was calculated tatenipt the officers of 
the Navy.to inakeuaautboqzed seizures, and .whether 
Mr. Thorpe could have any mlerestedaiotivBS for so 
doing, the Directors leare it to. others^ to decide. . 

At pu 27> Mr. Thorpe refers to.his own exposition 
of the TeothArUcleiofthePortugiiese Treaty, (inserted 
in tbe Appendix to his pamphlet), as mone correct 
than tb^t of JU>nd Castlereagb ; and he adds, that 
'^his construction has not yet been overruled by 
faigher authoxity..'!---This assertion, it is much to be 
regretted,, is eqpally.iacorrect nHh tlie rest, of his 
pampl4et, . Previous . to its. . appearance, thut ton* 
^tniqtiop had akoi^y been oyerruled by Sk WiUiam 
Gmnt, Sir WiUiain Scott> and Sir Jolvi NicboU, in 
the cases of the Calypso, Uribano, and Pa<)uete Vot* 
hmtb^ syad h^s^ since be^ overrnled in the esse of i^ 
San Juap. BiUt b^side^ ithis, the irregularity of Mxi 
Thorpe's proceedings, as Judgf of tjhie Yioe-Admiralty 
Court at 3ierra. Leone, appears ft) have produoed, in 
the mjnds of th^ Judges of tbe^i^r^^e Appeal Cpv% 
a very unfavonrfkblp imp^es^ipq pf t;h^gustice of bis 
deci^iop^ It apd imlib^at way mi^ybaVif iproyed. mate- 
rially pr^^dif i»l tq |he general fiause of AMitiPn^/ 

.5 jE^.Apo|^er:tbc»»i^ipf jnRQQtiy($ii;^ti)%iigely>a^^ 
ifjfMK. Th^iipcs, k tlje^^n victipp <af)Bri)die, Cooke,! anS 
.p.unbar (p. ap)^,Hnder:the: Sla^tt J^m^^It^ioAy Afcta 
^ , jThew jxmMm, trigd ntSifflTO, I»aonf> inxtfae ar^ 
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minal courtof tbat Cokmy^ in tiie ytar lftl4^ before 
Robert Purdie> Esq^^who, ia consequeiice of Mr.: 
Thorpe's absence, was. appointed to actas diie£ 
justice, pro tenqwreyva his stead. 

The offence chai^ged eg^inst them was, tradii^ ia 
slaves in the Rio Pongas; to wbich Cooke pleaded 
goilty, and only offered to tiie Court as an objection 
in point of law, that bis slave factory in diat river 
was described by a wrong name in the indictment 

Dunbar pleaded to the jurisdiction of the Codr^ 
that be was a subject of Ferdinand the Seventh; but 
it appeared, and was notorious in the Colony, that be 
was a Scotchman by birth, though he had been 
laradhig as officer of a Spanish slave ship, from the 
Rio Pongas to the Havannah, and bad on that; ae^ 
count assumed the character of a Spaniards He bad 
been brought into Sierra Leone in the yeiUr 1^1£> 
on board a slave ship, called the Nueva Coiiiiiita^ 
tion, under Spanish ^ours, of which -he wa^ first 
mate; and^haviiig sworn falsely in his ekMrnnatibn) 
had been convicted of perjury before- Mr. Thorpe 
himself, and stood in the pillory by his sentence. 
' Being now identified as the person so punished, a 
coimparison was* made between his evidence itf the 
cause of the Nu^va Constitution in Nov. 18151, and 
his iTccount of hirhself, also on oath, in April 1814', 
when he was again brought in on board ariothet 
slave ship, the schooner San Jose^ of which he call** 
led htimelf ^r^'pitot and baptiii^'s trade aisistimt 
3:0*tbe firs^ instance; he deposed^* that he was hack 
ill St. Jolia's ii^i^ West FlorWa^ tfnd desfcrlBtfcJihini- 
self as7Ah*(;fup^^.y«ttti of itge. Inth^Ittst instancy 
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only seventeen months later, he represented him- 
self as forty* one years old, and deposed that be was 
born in East Florida, ^under the Spanish flag. 
^ The evidence of his trading in Slaves was clear 
beyond dispute. . It was proved by the N^roes 
•brought to the Colony in the. Nueva Constitucion, 
as well as by other witnesses ; and does not appear 
to have been denied by the prisoner himself. . 

Brodie pleaded not guilty, but was convicted on 
^irectand satisfactory evidence. Two boys, whom he 
bad himself personally bought as Slaves in Africa, 
vand shipped as such by his agent, proved those facts 
.against him ; and his only defence was, a weak at- 
tempt to shift off the offence from himself to an 
African woman with whom he cohabited, and who 
was in. fact one of his agents at a slave factory 
which he owned in the Rio Pongas. 

; These three .convicts were sentenced to trans-* 
portatkm for fourteen years, and, being brought to 

. JEngland under their sentence, were placed on board 
the bulks, .preparatory ,tQ their being sent to Botany 

.Bay. But they have been recently pardoned by the 

^ Crown ;>and as Mr. Thorpe uses that fact with.e?^- 
tfltatiop, in support of his invectives ag^iinst the Go- 
.i^Brnoftentof Sierra Leone, assuming that the injus- 

pticf^/of the conviction, was the cause of the « pardon, 
it i^r^t to sfate distinctly. the ground upon. which 

^the Pjrii^ce Regent was most properly advised to 

^pardpn apd. release them. 

.. : It was nothing more nor less than this,, that 

^thp |iidge )vho filled Mr. Tborpe!s seat in his ab* 
3ence| following tbe precedents qf his Uarned pre'- 

N 
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iecessor Mr. Thorpe Irmseif, bad tfied and cdri^ 

evicted those men without any lawful jurisdiction t6 

do so. The convictions, therefore, were not inerely 

erroneous, but absolutely void in law; and it ^wm 

^or that reason only, and not from any dottbt 0f thte 

^Ht of the pi-isoners, (who, from the enormity €tf 

their offences, well deserved the firte to n^dh firefy . 

were senftenced,) that the pardon was granted, onH 

TCport of the law officers of the Crown. 

^ The felonious iicts of which these men werfe 

^nvtctcd were all perpetrated in the Rid Pongas, 

Hvbich is not within the limits of the territory Hii 

"Sierrti Leone, or ttny way dependent thereon, «aid 

Hhenefore dearly not within Ihe jurisdiction of * thte 

'crimmal court of that Colony, which is nniit^ ^ 

the trial of offences arising wnthiti the Colony itself, 

or its dependencies. — 5}ut Mr. 'Thorpe had, while 

In the exercise df the same jdrisdidtion, tried several 

Wave traders, convicted three, -and sentenced ^one tjf 

ihem to i^ven years' transportation, and ttnrottier lo 

'three gears' hard Itihour on the public «worte, lb 

ttoes to all of Vhich the same dbjectidn tippKi^; 

for the ofifences were ^11 committed without tHe 

local limits of the Colony or its dependenrffes. OEfa 

'dtie of the cases, that of Samuel Samo, 'tried hy Hfr. 

'Thorpe ^n-AprH 1«12, the locality of Hhe^el6nidti» 

acts \tBS tdentic^ly the same as in the eases^ iJf 

"Cooke, Brodie, und 'Dunbar ; namely, in the ?Ho 

Pongas ; and in that case, the objection iibat 9t *t**s 

Hl fertsSgn territory had been'tatken^on the fwrt 6f the 

"prisoner, bdt overruled bytbfe Ctmrt. The few ^wib 

•corisaqctently regai^ded tts settled an that poiift *y 
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^. ^bfnpa's authonfy, which wa^ ficoteUy ti)e raa*' 
qpnt)u(t neither Cook^y Brodie, oor Dunbar, o^jectad. 
OB theaame goouod ta the juriadictioa of tbe C ourt 
Mr. Purdie, therefore, who was not by. eduoation 
sir lawyer, seems to have b^etu very exituaaUq io sup- 
jK^siqg bk. jujpisdictioa toe clear £ar dispute ; end the 
Qjoyevmv^ a aul(itary4>ffiGer^ who had appointed him 
to that situa^on,,. a^ the fittest person be could find 
to be lacttm tcnem of tbe office in Mr. Thorpe's 
abseocjB^ tberQ being oso man bred to the le^l pn>r 
fession in tbe Colony, w^ at least e^piaUy btaoMr 
less* 

If both, however, bad been culpable, Mr. Thorpe 

aurely was. the lasl; man froog^ whom they could have 

apprehended censure. Tq him they oMghlt reaaoftr 

ab^y baye refenred rather for exptanetion and da- 

/ef|ce. It must astonish any n^an^ therefore, who 

baa not previously considered other parts of that ex* 

froprdinary panphlel^ to find. Iibe le«med judge 

arraigning his unleai^oed successor ea well as the 

.Governor in tbe hans^es^ teums for these convictitons, 

.aad doling tbem tbie ^^ mosi unpr€<;^4€ni€d pieces qf 

judicial igMora/ice aufl cruelty ever recardtiJ* 

. It IB true, that be hei^ takfas into the Mcountt on 

^e sti?e«^l^ of his. own assertipiv tbat Cooke and 

PittQb V ^^^ foreignera ; but aa to Coolce, it does 

not^ppeas tbf^t this wai^ even alleged by him on the 

Jti^di^ fXkd he pleaded giiH^ Iq the imMctmcni. . In 

XXuob^'S, cas^ the d^ffSAce yi^ put in issue,. a%id 

&>und against hif»i by tlie jwy^ which makes tbe 

charge of judical ignorance in that res|)ect plan% 

irirelevant \ and as t^ ^rgdie^ whose ^nmtton J^fe. 
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Thorpe speaks of with equal asperity, and in whose 
pardon he equally exults, Ihis- national charact^ *i^' 
not denied, even by this hardy apologist bimtelf,* tc? 
be British. ; ^ . - • 

^ It is to be remarked, that Mr. Thorpe doe^ ^lot 
appear^ 6ven at this time, af all to apprehend^ the 
true nature of that legal objection to ttese and to hH 
own convictions, on the ground of which the parddrt 
was granted. The Act, he says, ('/. e. \he 'Att of 
51 Qeo. III. cap. 23, which makes slave^;radiBg 
felony), . attaches only to British subjfectsv or 'Oth^i^ 
in British territory ^ and hjs language throughout 
supposes that the men had committed no legal ^of- 
fence, because the territory was foreign ; whereas, 
anpposing them to be British subjects, as they all in 
fact were, and as one of-tfiem is admhted- to be; 
they were guilty of felony for trading in the Rio 
Pongas or any other foreign territory, as clearly as 
if the act bad been committed in Sierra Leone, or 
elsewhere within the King's dominions. ' 

^. On the other hand, if the 'Rio Pongas had been 
Bntish territory, the legal objection would neverthe- 
less have applied, because it is not within the local 
jurisdiction of the courts of Sierra Leone. The sole 
but decisive impeachment of these convictions is, 
that the criminals were convicted in a wrong court ; 
and it is on the ground pf this blunder alone, of 
ivhich Mr. Thorpe himself was the parent, that he 
feels himself intitled not only to inveigh against his 
successor, and against the Governor of Sierra Leone, 
/Uut to. call for public commiseration of the convictisi 
83 innocent and persecuted men ! ! ! 
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Mir. Thorpe, even on his conftrsed and mtx^ 
plicaUe views of the subject^ feels that his own con* 
viction of Samo stands in his way ; and to prevent 
the Fash from ' falling on himself, alleges that he 
teid^ ^' iHsurmounfabk difficulties in that case^'' and 
that; ^^ to prevent bis reasons firoih being publidy 
taiown (lest they might affect the abolition cao8e),T 
he had secretly inforn^d the Gov^nor that he could 
not pronounce the sentence directed by the Ac^ 
and' advised the i^rdon of the prisoner, in conside- 
ration of the chiefs connected with him in the Rio 
Pongas soliciting in his favour, and agreeing to re- 
nounce the slave trade. 

If this explanation were correct in point of fact, 
to what does: ^^ amount ? What were the difficulties 
which he stated t6 the Governor ? Difficulties the judge 
might well have; for that Samo was a Dutchman, 
a reader of tlie trial will feel little doubt, and Mr. 
Thorpe the judge (who tried the fact as to his ' na- 
tional character, not by the jury on the issue of not 
guUty, on which the question arose, but upok af- 
fidavits 11^ ARREST OF JUDGMENT,) held that the 
insufficiency of the prisoner's evidence to prove him- 
self a foreigner subjected him to be convicted as a Bri* 
tisti sulgect, though domiciled in the Rio Pongas aiid 
seized at the Isles de Los*. In other words, he laid 
the anus probandi on a man charged with a felony, 
to prove himself not guilty of it, in an Act prima 

* See the printed trials of Samo, Peters, and Tufft, for 
slaytf-trading ; printed by Sherwood and Co., Paternoster Row, 
in ldl3; a woVk evidently published either by Mr. Thorpe 
himself, or by one of bi^ friendst ^ 
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faok lawful^ as bmgsanetiooed ^y tbCr lap pf ^he 
i^Gcwhepe he resided !!! ./ ,;; , 

Xt 18 ROtsti^Qg^ thflit the jjadj^ »bpuld .l»av<^ felt 
9Qme doid>te'afi.to teanq^rtipg a.man ^ wch ficoap 
]^iq(i<nu UofertAQateLy), howeve^i^ mx intio^tioQ of 
^ doubtS), liiidi^tev^r t|^y. v^ferci, ^93 g^vev to th^ 
pttblkf^ Hi9h speecb oa siv iModiog. die sentence is^ 
pn the 6ontraFy>, a^ l^bpuf^c} eulogjuam oa tfafe. prof- 
aeygn^tkiA and verdict ^ af4 the ubsequiHit pardo^ 
:Ria$: treated by bimasrSB net of gfeat. thpog^. JR^ir 
4«uskkpity. ... _: 

^ ^ \i a doubt could a^^avds have remained, in 
Sierra Leone, whether by the au^hpntative opiniou 
of |^« Tborp^i) men. coidd be convicted of ielony in 
Jbid edfnrt;; for act& of s}af e ; trading oat of the loc^ 
Uiaits of the Cohmy, the dqoht wo>uld have been 
jKHm removed v foir ift Jcm^ ^^^% two months aft^ 
.ti]$; cpnvicto^ of Samo^^ he tried and convicted J(^- 
.^h Pet^s and WiliUam Tufft> for jsendiag and car- 
il^iqg sevei^al Negroes as slaves from Bance Island 
jMd Peey« and sellii^ them at variolic places in 
JbSn^ ; the plaieei^ of export being put of the lo^^l 
jiujrisdiiction of Si^r&ir Le^, and tbfs places of sal^ 
^t even British factories,, but in all PBspeqta ^ 
lAucb fbreigiQ as the Rio Poogaa Uself^ Nor did 
he in these later casesi sQFuple t^ p^ss sep^encei^af 
4raii8portfKtion, and of labour on the pi^blic works ^. 
Jf these mea are sttfl suffsiing under hfa j^tenqs^, 
it is clear they ought to be pardoned, on account of 

^ Sec the printed triab last re&ned Xo^ in vhicb Mc* 
^^horpe, ftjr bit friend the Editor, cbioM great merit Im tb^ 
convictions. 
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tiie sftine ^^usider of which Cooke, Brodie, .luul 
Donbftr, ^have had the benefit. 

It is needless to say more of Ibe charges in t}Ufi8^ 

tion, or 'the strange inconsistency of the accuser; hvA 

it fhay%e important to sitete that there would have 

been a defeetof trial at Sierra Leone lin such .obbc^i 

even if Mr. Thorpe had ^yead and understood tht 

Act of Parliament which be midertoek to eseciite^ 

except 'that in this case the de&ot would hsme been 

90on supj^ied. If skvie^traders, whether foceiga lOr 

British, could have ibesn tried at Sierra Leoiie 

tmdei'the Stat. 51 <jreo. IIL cap. -123, uooaunoniy 

called Mr. Brougham's Acti for offences <.ooD>- 

mitted out ofiheiimitB'Cif the Colony, it musthavje 

4)een by virtue of a commission issued by tbeiCrowOi 

in pursuance ^ the Act of 11 and 12 -Will. ilLL 

cap. 7/^ntiftled, An Act. passed for. the mone efibdual 

l^ppressibn df Piracy. But it now appears, (that mo 

^auch commission bad ibeen sent io &iermjLieQii&; 

tboiugh In iall our -old cdfbnies in rthe West indids 

l3^tid !Anie»ca, it has usually formed ime of Ihe 

ftaiiding uommissions issued and tvansnaxttedcto'the 

-CroveVnbrs. ^That this iristrimient'was tnot sent te 

iSierra !LeoKe, when -a Royal 'Government ^was 

tfirst coMtituted in 'that Colony, is Jiotjuitly unpu- 

iftble'as a iauUto^the Ministers lof that day, ndr 

'can ^their ^successors ^fairly be :blamed ifor not ;aup- 

^lyihg^th^ 4^middion« (Prom the ipeouiiBfr diaamatsr 

dfitli^ fi^ttl$fme«(t it v^^as uDoecessasy, issld anbdcl 

%ardly have^been proper^^to assimikKle^it in ;thisim- 

HPpett «o'4he tpokn^ in the inew iworldy untiL'Alar. 

13re«^affii'4S<^ct,4iy creating ithe loffonoe ofisUme^ 
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trading a felony, and referring tlie jurisdiction ov^r 
it, to courts constituted according to the proviaions of 
the Stat. 11 and 12 Will. III. and other statutes, 
made it necessary, or very desirable at least, that a 
commission under that Act should authorise the trying 
of this particular offence when committed in foreign 
parts of Africa, at the Colony of Sierra Leone; for 
the other courts, to which jurisdiction is given Jby 
Mr. Brougham's Act, cannot be constituted there, 
^But the^ propriety of inquiring whether a commis^ 
sion under 11 and 12 WilL III. called tlie Pirajted' 
Act, existed in Sierra Leone< was n.ot then . advert* 
ed to by the Directors of the African . Institution^ 
jwho have been in the habit of suggesting to Govern- 
ment the measures necessary for . promoting the 
•suppression of the slave trade in that part of the 
world; and on this account, the omission was yery 
naturally overlooked in the government offices. The 
; Directors feel that some neglect may reasonably be 
dmputed to themselves in this respect; but the per- 
son beyond all proportion the most in fault, for 
mot^ pointing out the defect, is the person who .now 
arraigns the Colonial Government for its consre^ 
quences — Mr. Thorpe himself. It was his duty 
when first applied to, early in 18 IS, in Samo^s case, 
to try a felony under Mr. Brougham's Act, to ej^« 
amine his authority; and if he had either looked 
.into that Act or into, his own commission, he must 
immediaJtely have seen the necessity of apply- 
ing to: the Governor to constitute a court under the 
statute, of William.. It would then have beev fouod 
that the royal commission, direcb^d by that statute, 
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waswanting^^; tile defect ivould4nra-b60tii offidally 
notified to his Maje^ty^'S (jroMierament; a&dtbe com* 
mis»on ibigbt Ikve been' ifanstnilted' to Sierra 
Leone before tiie end of 1812. fiat throu^ the 
Incomprebensible bhinder of tMs j>iidge in trying 
under his eohnial ' commissum, felonies committed 
in the Rio Pongas, the omissi^i in quekioo remain* 
ed iinsupplied and unknown at the trial of Brodie and 
the others in l>14s^ anMi be now^ by a^ new- blunder, 
net less incotaip^bemible, ^xults -in 4ronsequenees 
which his own Illegal conduct faas<produced, and ealla 
the attention of ihe'^ public to -filets' wliicb redound 
to his own discredit; ^ 

'The ^ape of iheise driminais from merited pu^* 
liishmenty and the ifiheiftipumty which must be ex* 
tended to the persons conricted bybiinaelf, aveeveiy 
way imputable to Mfv Thorpe } beeause they might 
have been, sent to England^ lind tried here >under the 
Statute 38d Henry VIIL 'And this course would 
tinqbestionfbljr have bqsn taken by tbe^Gbyernori 
had tte Judge pdinted^oat to him the defect of the 
loQaljnrisdtction.in'tbeeatfli^ caaes, and ;tbat defect 
hadnot been supplied^ 

Thire be|qg m other tman> but Mr. Thorpe pro- 
fessing Wmsslf a lawyer in tEe Colony^ riie Gover- 
nor could have no suoh advice/ exce|^t from the man 
,wbo hai now the effrontery to arraign his Conduct on 
tike aecMre of these convictions, and; to icharge tl^em on 
ihejkdicikt igmtahu^ o£ hia sncpdssbr U ! 

4» ^ the respeotfbl and i^mpaxiitttic style in which 
be speaks of ih^^seiqen^^^-ione/ofwboiiihellad him^f^ 
adjudged to( the piU'bry; and < all of ^ whom he admit! 
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id bave been traders in Slat efl*-it would be difficuk 
t» explaia it even <m the premiseft atsumed by Mu 
Thorpe, bimfidf. With hbaffeeted zeal for the abpUr 
tion cause it h $till less recoilcilable» but is perfec^y 
consistent with the true feelings of a man wbolajboum 
to vilify the ndost distinguished and faithfol among 
&e leaders in that cause. 

10. The trial and ooodemnatiott of Bostwick aqd 
Macquin, mentioned by Mr. Thorpe (p^ 19), io tena^ 
^f strong censure, stwd on precisely the same 0r<Rinjd 
'With those of Brodie, Dunbar, and Cooke. Hia oyfn 
precedent was exactly followed in both cases,, ajijl 
followed with confidence! because, in addition |Q the 
weight of his recorded judgment, his successor, had 
^ery reason, from the taior of Mrv Thorpe's private 
€onfntmications,^o believe that the proceeding Ivould 
obtain the cordial sanction of his learned predMesacfr 
»ki c^oe. Somt^ of these cotnmimk^tions wili he 
^ven hereafter.-^Of the guilt: of' the parties there 
did not exist ttie slightest doubt: tbdy themselves 
.admitted Jt on .tiie trial; and as Mr. Thorpe had pre* 
- vtously settled the question of tbie competency of the 
Court to: try such offenders^ tbere appeared to be 
no crther course for Mn Purdi0 to pursue but to 
.pronounce on them the isetotence of the laitv* 
> After these .persons had been brought to England, 
th^ presented a petition to the Prince Regent, tie** 
knowledgiog tbeit crime^ wd imploriDg ftierdy. 
*^ Your Petitiofnersi with sane .o^ntfition and repent- 
ance for the crime of. which tb^ pleaded gUiUy, iot^ 
^oce your Ra>al rfl^hdM^t ^•*/ -As^iQ * *' The n- 
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IMfttwoe of j<m vmmh\» petiliosMn is metre ; and 
in the awfui «nm|^ whndi. ibey have akeady ex- 
bibit^d to Africa «od tbe worid, TtNtf* pbtitMMNn 
look ap Mfith traaobliiig bx^ to your Ro^al Higl»- 

Itts |«Hiie satUfiwtion toknow^ liiatalliiou^ diese 
men, through thestrsDge oven^bt of Mr. Thorpe, 
were tried before a wnmg court, they had yet ua* 
qnesticHiably ineuqced the pooalty of the law. They 
weoB British wls^ects. fowid ^agMltA is an vitin- 
me slave trader wl»ch th^ hadbeen cwrryiogoa for 
rix years a^ it bad been abolished, by their coiiD- 
tiy, and for two yesrs after it bad bcffn prooeiuoad 
to be a ftijooy. 

11. Mr. Thorpe severely c«wuris also the eoDdudt 
of Goyem«r MaxvieU, and of . Captain Soobett and 
Cap^a iMl^iW^ of his Mf^esty's Navy, for bavins 
attacked and destroyed the slave faefcM-ies in tbo 
rivfrs M^surado and Pongas, and Ub«»ted>itbcr 
Slavis? , fpun4 in . thiwn* . This be calls invadiBg tritbt 
&re.:q^: sw^rd .the territery, of our allies^, carryii^ 
•away tbc«.st)bje«ts, destno^ngitheirpossesaionSk*^*^ 
p. «0s ,., , , ■ .... •,, . .. , : , 

The slave factc^s which w^e destroyed h((lltH|gn 
ed e4;r/ufj|re^,^Brijl^ihd)r Affterioansvtbj^tfr. -They 
Vfsre p^i^sat/^ m;groiiwl «(hi$b:hfidbMn efighaallyi 
9l>tpiaftd.,fr^, ithe, ]^a;tiv«; Cil»^ bwtsovet which, 
titwnatiy? JHIli8dic|ifwdi4,«?|iW'<l<V.W?^eiUeiad..Th^ 
lK^.4tHfited Qi)t'|b^;j^l^HpWvi|^W6> <h«RS»> «iA 

•r visage of ,|j)|>4W(iv«9. T|lP.8M»<^^4e#HCt 
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tioaof tliese fitetoties l^r. Thorpe oaUs aninvutim 
of the territariesof our allies. Tbe liberadon of the 
datives detainedt m ttie slave y«d, or in the slave 
ehc4ny of these cotit^iiiAeFS of tbe laws of their cQuDlry, 
he chooses to denominate a carrying away of the suth' 
Jecis" of th09e affie^. And the demolition of the »tore« 
houses, andislave-bolds of these British cuikt Americafn- 
miscreants^ he', calls disircging the possessions of the' 
natives^ •• .-/ •.'.•.■ . ^ .. "- x- 

The nrismpit^sfefibU^n of the ba86>i» s6 ^oss as tK> 
rsquire.odily to be stated* . i ,..^ 

It is obvious, that if the' suti^ects or- the enemies of 
the King cap fix themselves as slave-traders on the* 
navigable rivers of Africa, and pursue, wittmut meliei*^ 
tation, their nefarious practices, on the pretence that 
they are under the jurisdiction of native- cl^ j— if 
feqtories' and even fort» erected by such |)ersoni^ in- 
dttfianee of the laws pf th^r country,- sbdl becohsi^ 
dcoJed as placed beyond thei^ach of Ihitish con^rorf J^^^ 
if the Armed' vessels of his M^ty entering these 
viters,. tte not to be ailtowed td tjueslaWthii conduct, 
or interrupt the crhninsLl pursuits, df-Uiese piratical* 
depreehrtOJTs; there is, in th*t case,- ah end of ftll hOi^' 
either of extinguishing the slave trade, or of cmYit^ 
iDgAfricai- " >•••; '..'i'"''.' ^"ii ii ^^'-V -i..t' 

Bat in Afrifea such^a pnnci^e^tft^re^p Kili te^^ 
and never can be, actefl updn; -No otiehas evei' 
doubted the right of diis ct^nti^ to <^ritriu^^ 
punish the c(mdii<^ of ))ehH>iis residing iri^Ar differ-^ 
ent estabHfebmfenlte^^i^ther^iSeldP^Cb^t; -Btit the^e 
establishments di«M''fretoi'tlfe *ftifc<oi^s%in the Hid 
Pongaa oiidy ii( «hi», t&sLt the)^'iTO^sih>hg0r 'and les^ 
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assailable. The forts on the 6613 Ctatk^ however, 
areeqimlly within the lerritoriid*liiiifts of the -native 
powers, as the factories in the Rio Pongas. The 
only legal tenure^ i<i b<Mh cases; is the payment of a 
rent to the ' native chaafs. Ii^ therefore, a force were , 
to be landed irom a' firigiite to ponish rd)eUioii, or 
any other crilll^, at Cape^Cbaist Castle^ or Afiamaboo^ 
or Dixeove^ it would, ]n> prindple/ be^ aa much an in^ 
vasion of tbetehritory of 'pfsaceful allies, ^ if ib» 
same ftvce were* landed at Cape Mesunido, or in 
the Rio Pongas, in order; to arrest and punisli' the 
fekms who were theii^ ca(rrying> on the slave trade. 
And if in the fonber caise,: hi^ Majesty's ofircers 
wonld be jnitifiediii'atttfekhig'ai!)ative fbrde, which' 
should range ittelf on^ tfcoside of the c^riniindls, they 
would be equally so in tbeJatt^r. 

Bat it' is time -to shew< whia£« countenance these 
general positions, ne^le^s than the partieular conduct 
which Mr. Thorpe c<»ideifani with such unmeasured' 
vehemence, ttiay be' considered as deriving from his' 
own authority. : : . . 

: On the (Wi^of 'A«guSt,»i814, Mr. Thorpe address- 
ed thefolkMii^gfliitterto Gdvemor Maxwell:— " 

"MydearSir,^' " "^ '** ''^ '^^"^ '•' " '^- * • '•-''* ' 
' ** I sbair lay by' ttte srubjett T was on, to write a' 
few litilBS on a subject hri^ng Iff 6m your letter, as it^ 
noaybe of seiipfce'tif jrbu Wheii T am far away. bi*iio' 
more» In truth. Governors are so bftteti rtiili^^'by' 
aeticms in the Courts/ ^nd t hirtssed by' charged ' ^e-* 
fore'tlte Goanrfl; ttiita^ihti^ira itlmo^t* 

for ever agitatHfl, 'as-it-fe^^dHfifctilt to find' k jireclse ' 
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rule of conduct The po»vers by Commission and 
the Royal lostr actions will guide in many cases; but 
the most secure mode to consider a doubtfid cas^ I 
think, is this. The authority of a Governor is a dde* 
gation of the powers of the Crowiu No man can dele- 
gate powers he has not: therefore^ the Govemor^a 
power can never exceed the King's power» luileas 
specially given by Act of ParUaoietit Fojr instance^ 
in *Ae case of Samo and Htckson, I wa$' nuseraUe^ 
iHitil a conviction took place'; and it made me praw^ 
on Mr, Bigg9 the necessity of getting tile ihieis 16 
place the White men under your jorisdictiony bccaoifei . 
it not only extends the power of England, but it enr 
{$bles you to exercise a nmtus^tpomer h^eqfttfi 
without danger to yQurs^lfs . apd; J lu)|* youiwitt^i;^ 
tend this power whenever you dtn ipduee the cbieis 
to surrender their jurisdiction, as. M^^ngp Katty.dl^ 
/ shall .strangle represefit tfiis^ ^mi skeHt its gre49t 
utility, in £»^iaf}«f.— Qut look to our atsite if cpuvich 
tion had not taken plaoe^ aiod tboi|eifelk>i9rs had put^ 
sued you to England. 

'^ I have stated thos mudi from qay^iopere estetfm ; 
and when I am absent and you more i^levated, in a 
moment of difficulty, on cool consideration, it may 
be useful. / am convinced it is not onfy^your wish 
not to assume power yi but fifwr fa us^ thfitf\entmsted 
to you with the utmost. utiliiy.uifdic;lemisn(gfj aiidwii^ 
there is no positive rqlct, ili;^ w^U-to bf^ve a geMral 
principle a? a gPldipg star/V , i 

So highly did Mr. Thorpp value the. apryiqes i>«v. 
formed by I^Ir. Biggs in;^b§JRipPw M ^i^r/ 

otljpf ^^^ter. tp Qo>^rj^,IJ^^ell, written oatlia/ 
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SOi July 181S, be observed: '' Nmr as to the 
business he perforaied* in the Rio Ppngas, I am 
eonTiaced you are too deeply indebted to him by 
his ettrieatiDg you from a most severe diffici^ty ; tlw 
friends of the Abolitioo are too deefdy indebted to 
him for his exertions in the skve trade ;. ami Great 
Britain is too deefdy indebted to him /or thetxttrrv- 
tofial right be has established an the coast fn* her% 
ever to think of remunerating him here. I should 
advbe.his beibg desired to put. every tlung down ; 
«Bd when you are satisfied of the truth of every 
item, sign iV ^^ ^^ him take it to the Lords of the 
Treasury^ who are the proper judges of such service^ 
and you will: be reeved fr<^ an expense and an 
^Bbanassment V : 

In » letter^ dated the 10th August 1813, Mf^ 
Thorpe recurs to this general subject /* You hskfp 
already '' (he:ia writing to Governor Maxfvdl) *^ iiv 
duoed some Chiefs to place the inhabitants, !not Blacl^ 
under your jurifldictioa* Continue this ^ it, will be 
easily atcompUshed : extend it from Cape de Verd 
to Qapf Negro f • tw> years will effect it : you will 
then ktwe extended the jurisdiction and exterritoriq} 
right, of Great Britain over a quarter qf the worl4 
she never exfiect^dJ\ , \ 

But eyea before these letters were writtei), the 
judgment which Mr. Thorpe pronounced from tl|e 
3esH^.oii Samruel Samo, a sWe^trad^r in the Rio 

♦ The advice given by the learned judge was adopted l>y 
Mr. Biggs» and the schedule of his services will be found ik i&^ 
Ajppehdik, F. •■• ' 

.^ t Ji*ittcly fi3om l^* NerdiL^ UoW SQutb Ut^. ; ;. 
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Pongas^ apprehended at the IsIei^de.Losy a place alap 
out of the jurisdiction of Sierra Leone, ahews what 
was then the doctrine which he- wished to estaty&h 
4>ii this point, and how mudiafc varianoeit iswith his 
present Views. " The prisoner,'' he observed/: ^ haa 
domiciled ai>ove sixteen years in the Rib Pdngeis^ 
This may be considered foreign 4cKniniot)S, hMtUe 
Chiefs of that country consider the White then as 
iBritish subjects f and they alse^ 4U)hsi(&r tiimtksdoes 
British subjects. Theyhkve daioH^, in^ i^ase^ of 
distress, British pr6tectibn and teed v0d it : they j^iir- 
chase, reside, and trade as^ firiti^ 'siib|ects,im»t as 
Africans. The prisoner has derived every advantage 
ttdd protection from the English law : he must^not 
now violate it'with impunity : we cannot suffer tiiis 
stbte of oscillation. Is he one momeM^to^ be within 
the pale of our laws and protection, and therneistottt 
of the paid of its coercion*?'! Again : ^' As loathe 
prisoners having residted in a>ibrf^»<<;oti©tryy Whose- 
Ikws Were the rule of his dondu^t) a^ that h^ is not 
\o be brought before a tribuhal- Whose atilhorit^ he 
does not acknowledge, I cannot allow it to be\a fair 
statement, t have already Shewn that be must be 
considered as a British subject, kxid antendbk to 'our 
law ; but English lata is the riitt of adtion evtn^ in 
the Mib Pongas;' &c/ See>' Trials of the Slave 
T*radew at Sierra Leone in Apnl atid Jdne 1812, 
lieiwe the Hon/R. Thorpe,'' &c. pi4bte<a in London 
in 1813, for Sherwood, Necly, ^'^ J9?^?3>.pag^s^31 
And 32, . ; '/ / -^ I 

On precisely the same views does Mk* Thorjwi 
appear to havef proceeded in his Judicial decisit^ in 
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the Admiralty Court ; and several instances occuiVed 
in which he condemned to his Majesty, natives of 
Africa, rescued from slavery, under circumstances 
similar to those of the persons who were liberated 
from the skve factories in the Rio Pongas. Iii 
proof of this, it is sufficient to refer to the judgments 
pronounced by him on the 24th of February J 812, 
in the case of certain Slaves, seized in Sangapiai:^ 
river, and others seized at Dakan— It is left to Mr. 
Thorpe to reconcile these contradictions^ 

i 13. The Sixth Report is charged with *':compietd 
ignorance of the West Coast of Africa, the state, of 
the slave trade, and the Portuguese possessions."-^ 
To this no reply seems necessary: sufficient proof 
has already been given of the value of Mr. Thorpe's 
mere assertion. 

. 18; Mr, Thorpe next quotes a. passage from the, 
88th pi^ of the Sixth Report, in which Captain Cuffee 
13 Teprefiented as stating, that the* Colony of Sierra, 
Leone was improving ; and that the effect of the paina 
taken in instructing the youth, from the moment the 
Colony was first formed, appeared in the superior 
iotelligeace ctf the rising race of Cplonisjts : and^ he 
adds this remark j— j-** I saw Mr. Cuffee m Sierra. 
Leone : he appeared a man of truth and observation ; 
and I know he constantly, lamented, while iii the 
Colony^ th^ dreadful state of depravity iQtq wbic^ it 
was stuilc. Erooi tbis, and the general fallaciousness 
of ^e i^eporl^ I am led to concli^e he never gave 
loeh ioGonect info]rmation«*' (p% 14;) r 
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li viU Ibere bfi^siHSoMtta state ibat lite ksfytimt 
tioa of Captain Caffee was gnmm the fllTtk August; 

Hk Royal Highnets tbe Bdkefif Gloticester; tbt 
Bight lion. J. CVittten; W. AOeo, JEsqv; T.F. 
Focster, Esq. ; J. de iE^iaithka^ £sq.| Q. Naxmen^ 
|S&q. ; M. Martin, Esq. ; 2. Maca«daj| Esq. ; iaaam 
Steftoa, Efiq.; H. TksntcM, Esq.; sad J. B. 
WiUifltms, Esq. 

14. Mr. Thorpe, with his usual candour, insinuate?, 
tbal tbe Board ivis^ to ooopeal ^n&fi of the 
l£7sk¥e8»All(aetti toluiii^ beem sisfld atSimmLaoiie* 
(p. lfi.>~Tius piiltef ln» dready haeo &tty eq^kift* 
^ ta a fuecadiiig pwrt laf this &spaPt» "(p. S4h^ 



25. Mn Thompson, he alleges, would wt i 
to '^ furnish fallaciogs documents for the African Insti* 
tutton.^ (p. l(J.)^Mt.Th6itip»tt,k»<wvef,did€5n- 
tinue to make stafeemente «q ^ Soanly tte ^ft ^ 
i^hieb Mr. Thorpe is pleai^ to €dnfaK>fef4| 4M|^^tfr 
llie tsne th«t he hdard <4 bis taoii. 

!^. f^TVafliandhottQiir/' saya Mr. ^otpa, ^m^t^ 
Mr. Thompson^ disqtm1ifitotk){i«f. He i^ma -to* 
called, fittt they K^e had a Oovetndr for neiftify 
fonf year^ perfectly stdted to Aeir wkbes.^ (l^ i^*) 
Tfaispoii^; of course, to Ootonel Max^eM, whoM, 
as *weli as the tHretstors of tiie African instittf^M^ 
Mr. Hiwpe would insiiwiate to be destitute of lrMl» 
a^d hohout, and indfeposf^d 16 pt^&aioit^mi^lk»- 
tion of Africa»-^Td this insinuation^, tia k n0pt<*» 
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CdioMl Madmctt, k vaaj W wfid^nt to «|»|^*<e 
<h»lolloiiiii§ kllct, wntlefa ^ Me. Tbarp& himde, 
tfaftveiT^^eek kt ^poittadl Sieh» Ltckw^ •&» ie had 
kid ai fiAflfportimt^ i»t' Marif two y«Mn^ of «!» 
«wii|( Ooloael Mar^eU's ODiid«ct; had ant wilii 
UoniaCoBDdl; and bad gbaa VmMnet MMidioa t& 
alnuatevctj act of Ibal: gcatieManTs adacMMVlratiftd. 
Tho letter it ditteii at Sierr» Lokm, March 16th, 
1813, and is as follows :— 

fatatiy pernio m& to mprets thc^ fint witdi tofn^ 
kmh, wbicfc id, tttat Ae happjr tenn» in #tikb itt 
Iny* liiwdiiv tiro yec^fi^j^ fee «» well Utdwn ki 
Blkgltadas^ nit here; fherelDiNi bOiM^ thai h» Wftillig 
.^Hiit^SMetiitf of States you wit ri^dv, ai IlMi 
^ tMafev Amm I liff*e d(9n« M^ itUfsttkdy i thft 
tPkat litite aid I eoaM ^tw ta yoor «dtMalftt»aJtid9,> I 
ttt^ftfin0|)<jMebrful{]ri fi>^< I hit^ nkde MA»6 ems^ 
liia»iii^bp|><irtofttMA{i6Mt)6o; aiid<bMiDf{>ri^afe 
I hnrit set poiMded fte iMt^rvieJ bd^^. 1 haft 
«*«rb«enretMfy t6 aefaxMrled^ Iftf 2edt ivith* w%tdl 
jMlMtTe ttH^HftiBSL atypxAXit iSbr% aiid afislootly»pt«^ 
dusde^t dMM e^rei^ ^omftrt { ezporfeneed in privaM 
Hfy hae^ ttlMt firotd ]^oiir Htfd ittfetSitfofk^, which thiO- 
Mjr anticipated n^iMrt^, ttid ^R^ieirved n^ froitt 
tfMn^ amnxfdmei I w^f re^aenMbler dftett tMnKh^ 
Am thiifi> fifemi^p I bad ft^e(f Wiffi pii ah«$ poor 
ifoddkr i*(Mi1d> #ep<if mi for tti6 ialamilies I ym ii»> 
IMij^ Ifetf^ t^ etitodiMttr^ aid* WW sidfdit^ deiehtfi 
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that ahhodgh I have lost the one, yet the pleasure I 
have had from .the cordiality of intercourse I have 
experienced with the other, has compensated for every 
GortiBulnient of comfort, and every estrangement I have 
experienced from joys the highest in life. Be assured 
I shall be ever ready to tell Jmost truly how sincerely 
J feel ohlijged, and how faithfully I am your friend, 

(Signed); ^^Robj&rt Thorp e.** 

This is only one of various letters in the same 
strain which might be produced. In another^ dated 
Dec. 23, 1812, he states tdmself V perfectly satis- 
fied that you never expend public moneys but; for- 
public advantage." — ^Again : on the 12tb ojf /Febni> 
$ty 1813, after proposing the aj^oiatment of na 
<Miier allowed in other Colonies, -^ called naval pffi^ 
cer," h^ observes.: " By Wednesday I tbdnk/we. 
oould settle every thing to your satisfectioh ; and 
fhen 1 9:BAhLY kjiow of NaTii{N« wanted inj/om 
Government but public building&.''-rrOti tbe^ 99d of 
February 1813, he recurs to this subject : ^* Eve** 
salutary act for the Colony seems to be passed / ko 
pNE THING seems to require my remaining i and 
UNNECESs^AEii/T to sucvific^ my life to the ^&tnata 
would b^ insanity. ''-^On <;he 8th of March 1813, he 
jvrites : " When I aifl fi^r frqm yqu, I sincerely hope 
you wi\l have health and happiness, ^nd find thos0 
around you as, i^ttached and as faithfully your frien4 
f& Robert Thorpe." And on the I3th of the 6am« 
ipoi^th he adds ; *' I shall take a further opportunity 
^o express how much you l^ive coplrihuf^ to n^ 
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dimfcxt, how much obliged I ha^e- been, how truly 
grateful I ^ am, and how fiadAifuUy I shall remain 
joMirs ever, Rojbert Thorpe." 

These difierent letterar are addressed to the man 

wJhoiB he how stigmatizes as ^^ destitute of truth and 

honour.'' And here it ie worthy of remark^ that Mr. 

Thorpe, appears to havecobtioued to speak in terms 

of high corndfieodation of the admii^istration of 

GiO^ernor Maxwell, eveii: in his representations to 

Goyemment, down to a very recent perk>d ; namely^ 

the; period that Governor Maxwdl, on bis return to 

England ict September last, deemed it his duty to 

prefer grave and serious charges against Mr. Thorpe; 

before the Secretary of State ifor the Ck>lonial De|>art^ 

ment. — ►The Governor.appears to faa^^e endeavoured, 

by evc^ civility and attenticm which he could ^ve to 

Jdr. Thorpe while at. Sierra Leone, to soften and 

pounteraet those unbridled tempers which are said to 

have obliged him previously to quit his judicial situ* 

lotion. ip Upper Canada^; but with so little ^ect 

that be was at last compelled,, fdr the sake of the 

ipeac^, and, as he conceived, of the very exiistaioe of 

jtbe Colony, to prefer those complaints against Mr£ 

fTborpe which have issued in his dismissal. 

. 17. Mr. Thorpe (p. 17) charges theSeventh Report 
p( the Institution mth/aUaciousfy representing " that 
the slave trade was diminishing."— That Report was 
made to the Subscribers in March 1812. Ovi the 
10th of Aug^t in the same year, Mr. Thorpe, in a 
fetter tq Governor Maxwell thus expres^s himself : 
l^Cpmider haw largchf^ ftpw extensively^ we have 
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^ JParitiguest i mi kane t^rri^ad the Amir ioMnA 
and put iojlight the Speuwvrii^ . Myiemims- atr^: 
tiU kwmtm. AvT ovs cav wia»w •Eoxm. vr. 
i camot addkt taktU IkmotiameJ* Agun i m».1im 
$3d 9i JSokmay 1%^$, whea «iid«wrdui&& in iatbA 
l9Eaa«r tettWi to justify' Jms eaoAy istam tp. £a^aa^ 
WolMrvw; " Anddowv my gtat Sisf v/lm>a y<to 
comidtf ho« If ^^erhUf tiw Alul^rty Ms fofwernd 
«»)r U&r aq4 i^wiieilBVf faerithj. vitb tbe wcajg^dMAl 
htvfi lAvHit ib]r »e«il^ 3^ t/mUt. cwosittes' nv Mij«»» 
tifiabltf ia bteilrddiBga tfakd .irat is(u6nu Hw lMi> 4 
iriwD yen toaa^ lA lUe 'peHMb «fc-a«OMtaa«i^ 

& BSsVtvl^ / nugr he s iam gt r to meet it/* ■ 

Ulikiwtfgetitalatiaa of tfadBooKl^ tilKPltftfflikiVft 
tndei M» dittioaUog^ warn fUkdoriay tHmtslbatt Ite 
I «£ tfacafc r(ifr«s0Qtiltoiw of JMr; TiM#p«|- 



la On tht aidyect df tbe Mp«aM{t Hfegfomf «f 
i^WMtiMlmaitt Mr. TbMfvaialMt lAnte bea^^oWl^ 
plnoli^ it will fae suAsi^t tot Mfer Ov tN ftittneat 
wbiclibMi beat dhfJy and* in the gtami JK^iKM 
<tf this y«ar, aaMltati]«4ociJn0Bteii4H*b«t« siri^dted 
tp it It will appear from that statement; that tbe 
vBkMH 4i GoraBBaaBt.«ha bai ciw^ of tttewp- 
tamdt |(d^eM> egrartaik tiMmabm lii# Bik^iMd^^btt 
«l» ieqaileAbfltheigv«itiMrk9li»il«faf I*ai«l(i> 
iMnt» er by the OidM m CiBriiw i i iiriiiMM ap«» i% 
in promiiiiigfair tbnrwanti). MKuribg^tfMirdiiSkiifc)^ 
•HA f Bo tM <a u§ tbek hu^fiiamt^ mdt kt^«intttif; 
Mdk thi* tbe^ taoir praaqtt itfMmitea^litf rdttiedjh^m 
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wtfiicei ' in tliB Qpodvft of ii now oAd ImIai'Io utt* 
Imd aad eldlioate eiperfment 

Theesmedmg ^fiffipuHy of naking any satiift». 
tody arroHgriMfntoatiybiibportafltpoln^ waiahioyft 
oktiouft to thooe psnoBS who took qo actii^ ialeioit 
io Ite maiK^ ; liad niniy iaeffiwtMl aMempIt Imw 
be« inadQ to ovevcome or reimwre ^m, Bovoral 
Mgultttiow *werB soggestodl to tiio* Oouufl BoonI| 
n^ieh 3t wos suj^xiBed mi^ faave pfowd odrmta* 
gwvM to «|ie libonted Ne||roM, but tho. Dimstors 
wen^urt spftrtOMie as to prpeuio their adoption. 
Hie More of their widieB on tbk pwit, hoiwver.te 
cUedy to tie mgretfeed ais it rospeets the WoBt In^; 
^ Sietva Leone, the lodKioos nooafiunes of Oovw* 
QlNEr Mmvi«I\ as they are -detailed ki liie Eepoit ef 
the yeuv Mtieely seem t» admit ^ hnprovemeiit, 
eaoeptfog to what regards iSio mora eotlefisii^ in** 
stmotion of the twpAvw, and the eolistineat of the 
il«n into his Mt^^astyV semce, M whieh a few n- 
marks will be made. The following extraet ef a 
IbMrv Meonlly recdhml Uom Sierra I^eoa^ and writ- 
t0D w^bout aay mefm to the present iiiqoiry> viHI 
aetvotb oonfirm this general statemen* :*^ 
.j^^ Wo M«^i]«iii(Mniily fitdtowed the plan hegofi a¥ 
Qjihendi^j anflft edl 4to captured llegioes not eidiiModI 
hMTt besft sent ou«into theeoimti>yat onoe. -Of late 
Maro AifO» 4^«w n^ m^^ ^jof)Mliirri.-^-Jrniere are at* 
piMeni1l»ftAe^«dfng'i«ptatedM Bsbbrk 

♦ A town settled by the ca^tiW lapd^^. fro^ tfec 3iJij 
Ag^nt, wTiile ^apt^a Bones was actio| Qovernor of Sierra 
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barra Towb^ Leicester, Cabetkhty CusdK) Toiva^ Bassm 
Town near the False Gape, Portuguese.Town to the 
west of Leicester, Kissy Town near Robiss, and Ken^ 
neth'sTown on the Hogbrook, between five and six 
miles back in the mountains from Freetown. Tbis 
last contains upwards of six hu&dred 'inhabitaiits^ 
They teive all built houses accordibg to tb^ diffeiieiit 
country fashions^ and make very great progress in 
cultivating the land.-*- We now ^ve them' all two 
complete suits of English ^clothes on first Jandiiig 
iwhich they are afterwards obliged to provide for 
themselves ; and they are much more respectable is 
appearance . than many of the Settlers. The* land 
allotted them is clearing v^ry fest, and there is bo 
doubt but that they will be in a very short time the 
most independent part of the Colony. Th^ db^not, 
like, the otherd, spend any< part of tb^ir money in rum.- 
— We have made so maiiy of the young cipttve^ ma^ 
sons, that that species of labour t^msfiedlai one foorUi. 
It will be the same with the caifp^Mters in a vei^ 
short time," 

But s(;^posing the case to havie been otiierwide i 
supposing it to have been as bad ieus Mr. Thorpe re* 
presents it to be, it is difficult to conceivei that.he 
himself could have been free firom a large, i^are of 
blame. He was the first magistrate in- the ColoilyJ 
He was also a member of the Council. His ; owni 
letter of the. 1 6th March, 1813, already ^quoted^. axN 
knowledges that the Grovemw alwa^y&sjiQdontl^ witti^ 
zeal his public ^orts. It is fair then to inquire 
whether he interfered, either as'a judge, or as i^ 
member of the Governmenty.to check/ or prevent the 
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abuses of which he now complains ? Whether^ at 
the Ume» he made any distinct representation on 
the subj^t? Whether he proposed any Minute ia 
Coupcily with a view of remedying, or even marking 
and protesting against, the evils which he now affirms 
to have existed ? To these questions the Directors 
believe that. a negative answer musk be given. In 
the series of his corre8]>ondence with Governor Max« 
well, tb^ can find no allusion to the subject, except 
whdt may be implied in the general expressions al* 
ready quoted, in which he praises that gentleman's 
administration ; such as that every saiutary act had 
now been passed — the^e remabied nothing more far 
him to do'^nothing was now wanted in the Colonjf 
but public buildif^s^ 8Cc. 

If Mr. Thorpe's present statements on the subject 
of the captured Negroes are true, what excuse can 
he make for the utter neglect of his plain and obvious 
duty as a m^strate and a member of Council — ^that 
of protecting them from oppression ? 

The Directors, however, believe that those state- 
ments ai^e unfounded. They have prosecuted their 
inquiries into this subject with much solicitude; and 
the only particular instance of oppression they have 
been able to. discover, since the period of Mr. 
Thprpe!s arrival in. the Colony, is one of which the 
learned judge himself appears to have bean guilty. 
,0n the fi9th February, 1812, he addressed the 
foUoiKHig note to ^' Geor^ Christie, Esq. of thjs 
Royal African Corps commanding at Fort Thorn* 
ton;" via.— 
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** Dear Sir, 

" I beg you will pat the three boys naoied Jack, 
Sabba, and Tody ♦, that I send up, to a good deal 
of work, and very little food for three months, for 
stealings or being aixessary to the th^ i^y two goats 
big in kid. 

'' Youf most humble Servant, 

(Signed) <' Robert Thoripb/' 

The Directors understand that these boys under* 
went no trial whatever, (indeed the vagueness of the 
charge against them implies that it had ix)t been 
"judicially established) ; but that they were subjected 
to this severe discipline by the arbitrary will of the 
learned judge. And, as an a^ravation of the eir* 
cumstance, it is further affimoed, that the goats 
were the property of Mr. Thorpe himself. 

Mr. Thorpe exclaims wdth great vehemence 
against the practioe of entermg the captured A£ri* 
cans into his Majesty's sea and land service, as be* 
ing slavery under another name. It is obvious, how* 
ever, that here, if his complaint were ever so well 
founded, the law, and the law alone, is in fault; sad 
no blame fairly attaches either to the sorrants of 
Government or to the African Institotion. The 
Directors indeed, have great reason to fear, that 
abuses may have existed in the recririting depart* 
ment ; but they believe that those abuses exist no 
longer ; and that die only question which need now 

• Three csptured Negroes. 
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be a^tated respects the expediency of continuing the 
present system of enlistment, as the same is autho- 
rized by Act of Parliament They undoubtedly con- 
ceive^ that that system would admit of many benefit* 
cial modifications ; and they are most anxious, not 
only that those modifications should be adopted, but 
that every abuse should be guarded against, and every . 
charge of misconduct rigorously investigftted, and, if 
well founded, severely punished. But th^ agree 
with the highly respectable Editor of Mr. Mungo 
Park's last Mission to Africa, that occasional, abuses, 
particularly if those abuses admit of an easy remedy, 
oi^ht not to be urged ** as valid arguments against 
the practice itoelf, if it should be ascertained to be 
on the whale bewfficial to the JfricansJ' 

^^ It has been stated/' adds the same acute writer, 
'^ by enlightened and benevolent persons, who have 
witnessed the state of slavery in the West Indies, 
and the assertion has every appearance of probabi- 
lity^ that the embodying and employment of black 
troops has had the happiest effect in elevaJting and 
improvini; the negro character, and ingjhring agveafer 
d^ee of importance to that oppressed race, 
. '^ In the instance of Sierra Leone, to which, these 
observations more immediately relate, compare the 
sitiiatioa of a captured Negro, when rescued from tbc^, 
borrors oi a dave vessel, with that of the same man. 
a short time afierwards, when, serving as a Britisb^ 
soldier ! The ordinary condition of human life has 
nothing similar to this change : it is a'trarisidon from * 
thp most abject misery, to ease, comfort, and c6ra« 
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parativc dignity.*^ ''^-■^ Appendix to Mungo Park's last 
Mission^ p. xcv. 

This was probably the view which Mr. Thorpe 
himself took of this subject while be was yet at Sierra 
Z^one, although he now professes to hold an opinion 
80 widely different. In a letter addressed to Gover- 
nor Maxwell on the lOth August, 18 IS, he congratu- 
lates that gentleman on his having opened to Great 
Britain *^ such a means of recruiting her army as 
she never dreamt of." " Here then," he adds, ** i« 
an extension of territory, an augmentation of trade, 
and an increase of land and sea forces sufficierit ta 
maintain every possession^ without sacrificing the 
lives of her European inhabitants f •'* 

Who could have expected to find Mr. Thorpe 
loudly inveighing against the system ^iiich, two years 
before, he Imd so strenuously recoYnmended ? 
' Although the annual Report answers die general 
charges of Mr. Thorpe, respecting the captureci Slaves, 
the Directors will here advert to one of them, which is 
made particularly prominent " The women and 
girls," it is said> ** were selected for the basest pur- 
poses/' p. 24. Mr. Thorpe adds in a note; **The 
conduct of those hi^ in office, with respect to the 
captured negro girls, is now under consideration;" 
alluding, the Directors presume, to some counter- 
charges^ which, notwithstanding the uniformly lauda- 
tory strain of his former statements respecting Go- 

* See the general Report of the present yeuv for a farther 
tluddation of this subject 
;f T(ie whole of this letter will be found in the Appendix, 6, 
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vemor Maxwell's administration, he has thought it 
right to prefer against that gentlemen. 

The Directors have taken pains ' to investigate the 
truth of thb very serious imputation ; but they have 
hitherto met with no evidence (excepting that of Mr^ 
Thorpe himself^, either oral or documentary, to sup-» 
port it, as far as it is applicable tp any of those per* 
sons t)o whom Mr. Thorpe can be anxious to fix the 
charge. 

19. Mr. Thorpe has dwelt much on the low state of 
morals at Sierra Leone ; and tiiere is doubtless much 
truth in the repi^sentation. When the nature of the 
population of that Colony is considered, composed 
as it is of Nova-Scotian Blacks, who in earlv life 
were habituated to all the licence which is incident 
to a state of slavery; of Maroons, who in Jamaica 
lived in the practice of polygamy, and. of the other 
vices which disfigure the face of society in our West- 
Indian Islands ; aud of native Africans, as yet uhac- ' 
quainted with the obligations of Christotnity or the 
restraints of civilized life ; the Directors cannot won* 
der that there should be great room for complaint 
on this head, and they very earnestly desire that an' 
adequate remedy were applied. If, however, there 
should be any farutb in much concurrent inJESfitttattoh* 
which they have received^ they cannot help entjertain^ 
ing scMne doubts, wheliier the example of even Mr. * 
Thorpe himself was peculiarly calculated to diminish 
Uie^viL ^ ' ]' 

•;Sp. MnTboo^haaalsodweltmucfaonthebackward 
state of cultivation in the Colony ; but he has otxdt^ 
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i^ lo ua£irm tbe pobficv <^t tb^ backwaitlBeM tros^ 
in part at least, .from the <»fiect6 of a law iramed by 
himsQlfi namely, t)ie Militia Act. This law was so 
obooKiousto a^lATge part of the Settlers, that they 
preferred abandoning their farms and houses, and 
quitting the Colony entirely, to submitting to its 
provisions^ Many of them did actually abandon 
the Colony on this account^ and left their farms U> 
desolation. The measures which Mr. Thorpe was 
disposed to pursue on this occasion, may be inferred 
from the following letter which he addressed on. the 
31st March, 1812, to Governor Maxwell :•-* 

*f My 4(Par Sir, 

. '^ Though I commend most highly your general 
faeneyolence, yet I cannot agree with you in pitying 
S-^ f. He assured me,, that besaw no harm in the 
J^ilitia. Act^ and that the Maroons ou^t. to submit 
JtQ it, and that he would enrol himself; He has not 
done sOf, evidently because the party he leads are 
adverse; is a combined phalanx of ignorance, ohsti* 
nacy> and determination, ' not to ^ be broken throu^ 
Are three hundred persons* armed^ active, hardy^^ 
cpmbinocl,i^)d resolute men, not to be separated, dis* 
q^gmized aofi sub(|ued;? &^^ h^s madeover his pro- 
pfirty to Jr M. Thc^ ^ill not part with a dollar. 
jDSffy dissemittate the doctrine that a soldier is a 
degraifed person because hcpiajfbeJU>gged^ and that' 
ofig person that would be a soldier is beneath, thcm-^^ 
selves '\. For what good is all this? If this I(not if* 

* One of the principftl Bfaro^as. 

t Compure ttei with Mr. tbofp^*% fnmi^ 0fboaMi^ wtfee^ 
inf foUicxiliip^ 
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net vaiAeif IwaMseverit thia spilit has grawh 
and strengtbened too much. I coacmve ttem-* sileta^ 
plottkigy obstinate, Tidous, ignorant, devils, dange- 
rous in any society, but particularly so in a govern-* 
meat like yours, open to a variety of circumsttoeetf 
ttiat cannot be foreseen. I do conceive S-~^ eri« 
Bmal in his ingratitude to you, and at tfie head of 
tfiis unyielding, cemented, vicious dan, that wouhf 
be dangerous if tliey dare. You know, my dear Snr, 
it is my principle to give you my opinion honestly; 
They cannot be injurious with you; but you will not 
be always here: a weak government will mdce them 
strong, and what they could do, they would do. 
" Ever yours most truly, 
(Signed) «* Robt. Thorpe.* 

Had it not been fbr die moderation and forbear- 
ance of OovenKMT Maxwdl, tiiese violent eotinsels 
might havt produced the most calamitous conse- 
quences. By pursuing a more lenient course, €)e 
Setlkrs ware reclaimed to their duty, returned to^ 
th& Colmiy, abd resumed their farms, but not 
until a month or two after Mr. Thorpe had quil^ 
ted it 

The Director h»vi^ np iotentiQQ of U^mtqg the 
Mliti* Ai^ which occasioned this defiaetion, and 
the conseqorat decrease of cultivatimi in tiie Gd^ 
Ipny. The Act, they believe, was framed on the' 
model of other colonial actjs of tfie same desonp*^ 
1^ «94 9pme aiich act was clMrly necessary^ 

•Vix.iheSetUer», 
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those evils, may, therefore, be fiurly ascribed ik^ 
the unreasonableness of tbe Settlers^. But whe9. 
Mr. Thorpe was representing the backward state 
c^ cultivation in the. Colony^ during the twentyi* 
one. months he resided there, it .would only have 
been.iur in him to state, that this was to be 
ascribed neither to the Sierra Leone Cpmpapy nor 
to thcf African Institution; but, in great p^ atlieast^ 
to the Act of which he himself was the author, and 
the provisions of which he was disposed to enforce 
with so much rigour. 

The Colony, however, appears to have afterwards 
recovered from this temporary depressi(»i« 

On the subject of, the t(ade of the Colony, the 
Directors refer to the Report of the year. 

$1. Mr. Thorpe calls 01^ the I)irectors (p. 15) to shew 
any one instance of civUizatlion th^ ha^e effected, 
or even. attea»pted; and he .afiSi'ais (pp* 34^ 35), 
that they have performed ^P part of whM: they pro- 
mised to the public. That more .has not.been done in 
thC; great work of African civilizatipn, is.«. subject of 
at least as deep; regret to the. Directors q^ tp Mr. 
Thorpe* But while they have been prevented by 

^ *Mr. Thorpe addmses the disaffection of the Settlers under the 
Companj^B Goreminenty as an arfjiuiieot s^ainst Ae Compfaiy. 
But if Ui^mere feet of disaffection pmved.any. tWog* WPuU not 
his own-adiaimatration staod condemned 1 Thf governed, how* 
ever, and hot the governors, may be the persons to be blad^ed^ 
The disaffection of the ' Settlers iinder the Company was ih^ 
effect chiefly of the Ucentiolisness aiid iasilb^inalioir causal 
by the weakness of the government. , 
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elrctimstances from eflfecting, though they hdvc at- 
tempted, mafch ih the way of direct instruction, they 
ttili refer With eonfideAc^ to their past proceedings, 
as art answer to Mr. Thorpe's call. And if the great 
bar 10' AfHcan cnriliziltion- be, as he himself has 
admifted, the slave trade, then they flatter them« 
seltes that they have not only attempted, but ejected 
diucfa for Africa. 

Mr. 'Thorpe^ seemfd to ioiiaginej in defiance of the 
eoticurrent testimony of history,' that the growth of 
dvilization is something which should be risible id 
twenty-one months ; for this was the entire period 
to which his personal observations extended. Oh 
the ground of this brief experience, during a time 
also wbien 'many of the Colonists . had b^en iifduicec}^ 
fay an Act which be himself had fmmedj to abandon 
their farms and quit the Colony, he takes it upoA 
liim to afBiln, in opposition to the testimony oiP 
tdmost every other individual who has known Sierra 
Leone, that nothing has been - effected/ nor eveii 
attempted^ in civilization, either by the Siefra Leonfe 
Company, or the African' Institution, or the servanti 
of Ws'!Maje&ty. The Directors, however, are aii- 
%urfed by persons of -the 'first respectability, who i'e- 
^ed in the Cblfeny fofr a number 6f years, tba^ 
the statements -of ^f. Thorpe in this'r(est)ect alsd 
are happily tinfoanded ; ttiat the-progi^ess of civiliza- 
tion, though slow, has beeh Sm'e and unremittingly 
^o^essiv^ Jnot'only among the setdet's, but the 
MJTOBlidiog'Wfttifves; andthdtit would 'be inipossi- 
l)le for Wf tiian whO: w^ Conversant vrith the i^tate 
«f jJifrnt I^ngih Yf9^hvA, 17^3, not to be strui^fe 
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vith the vetfgeeBlfwd Tifiibte ii^promniimt whkfc 
lias taken place durii|g ftbe last .twenty ;ears; 

Mr. Thorpe, hoiwe^er^ jcwld iwurdly >hM^ imf» 

jgaorant, that in addkion to>iiny attBi^jpta wUoMiM'i^ 

jbeen inuule by ithe African In^titiM^n dp Hb^ viwk ^ 

direct inrtroctioB^-^natten^ aecmMri^^ ^liitiiM, im$ 

\has been already KibMrved^ by tbe ftrndmadtd wuAtf 

wluch prevented the employment ^f MlswUMdrifii^ 

aad^ iibe h>w atate taf itp ^Bd0)'-*-i«iicbth&^ t^n 

•Atten^ited and »eMfn jeySefited >in itbis sviv^y ^by lOlfoer 

societies, aw) partkularJ|y bj^itbe^Cbareb MfssJOtlety 

Society for lliss^ons p AfrMP* Wd ^ £ast ^Qf 

tbis Sociel^i the very -fuer^ns wboBfi ^r, Xb^rpr 

/nofit vehemently attaciks^as >wfriendlyt(i Htdie aolie^ 

f^As of Africa, aa]ca%^ itfags Jate cbuianaii ^o^f ^tk» 

Sierra LeoneCoofpaay, :Wr, P. ^^hgriMKHi) Mn WiK 

berfproe, .and Mv. J^fflcaul^ty, it aipp^wi, ^v^cit 

^moqg the found^S;; :mA irpmiits HMxtiitioa in 

1 800^ they haw also hf^a ^amoi^ iU( mQ^ Mnfr* 

nuQus ^upporter^ as w^ll m «ctr«e in«n$gerB: »beir 

sides vfhom, twelve nablemen «iid gMtlenien 9t» 

maaagersalike cTboUi i^ptjytirtkms. T^i^ae .peraw(s» 

as WjBll as the Dirpclws^norally, Jwwe Wjl ^long 

kpowjpthat^gpwtiexertwjw werptn^^ ^eaiftArt: 

department of iosjbnipfioo wMcfo Mr. Tbcrpei attsgte 

10 ha^e besn^sp. fatally in^gtecttd. Md it wli ^ 

satisfactory to Jtb^^fisetiUQ^ to flearo, thf^tlhe^^r^b 

JKlissionfuy.Saci^bas m4< only been angagrd rfiir 

\h^ last ten years jiv extending «be U^p^ii^ oi^^^onff 

ijan educ^ti«a to imoibeia pf AlHaifi^ yitati^ 

th9.t. it has undef tajkfsn <the clji^^ :of rf§w]i|i|p ablcxib 

Sor ^e 'whqjle of 4b« ymitb .^f <t^ laagpr^ ifg^w 
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I«tMb«t;Sft»(«te]>QM who l»»!blMai r«Miucdi froMP 
ih^i coodinwMdt^TQ ihipi, tfod host actutUy sent- 
oofe^teaiQliBm aflbotbawcBwiih timft view*. As th# 
iQ0Oii]0(Of jtbiS'Sinelgii^.iii; the last yecr^ was^ aboot^ 
la^QOei,. wd HI the pimeot, abouti l6y€tOOL, fhe^ 
litimctorsihaivr q» doubt that the expecttitioas i9 huA: 
ittised ,om this suhjMt .^ill be fiiify arnvvwed; 

Alt thb iaiby no means^albtfaati is aotually gomg 
forward iaathe v^ of metrootioni at^ Sierra Eeonei 
I^ id ttrhe^ thati duiug» a^ giteati propoftion of the- 
tiWilyHKieimoiilhs tfaatMn Tttorpereaided at9i«rrah 
Ileone^. tbetvoiunthry exilh of many of the setders^ 
cnuatsfib by^i^. omn AcTi. bad lesseMd the numftet^ 
bolb.of.tliB teaoiiem add wfaolar^, and< matfeHMly^' 
imeUCcnd with • the .progressi of instruction'; 4Uid'^ 
thfedoftbt^ after^ hn mamitt',, he^ a«ributfc» to the 
4fiManiImtitutieo. But the^ Difectonr hav^ liow' 
hafocetbomiatlefetenfiroiii^one ofthis fi^sbbdmast^^ 
dhted:^ ISliO/: abating, tibat^ he bad then und^'his 
caienbeutaDiie bfendred boys*; besidefl^^viiotiry the Hfiih 
siomnfrNyUaid^ and three- other teaeHers' (tetiS^ 
and female) 0Dillie)e8tabKshment( are^ttttted tdUave'- 
badjeacbffromitlHiifyto>fi% seholarsi' There wer^, 
beiidoa tbase^^ toro smafl^ schools' dupperfeed-^ by the 
sflfcUara^ thoiaselvw. In, the^ sooeeeding yclair; tte 
liietbodhto Mbsknaries openeil^ a sehoei^ on the 
ntivi Bndsbi^iteni^ for:tho purpiUfe chiefly of- teachr 
iqgt the oaplured>N^groe8a Jta ^eye^M^tftessi spieaJr- ^ 
ing^frthiBioineumsttftioe^ Qbierfbs'; ''*Mhny oftbese^ 
po^r'piogdiip aw^ry^ankk^ i^<ini^ andit^ 
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Ti:a5 with no small pleasure I itaTe^eeeni^iiniliiD « 
dUt chapel filled mth them imthe efemngt 'and-^ 
flevf;ral of the young people among the settlers oft- 
ci^ting as schoolmasters and mistriepses, on the nei^ 
^^tem ; but all tbia was done without mkycomHe- 
nance from Mr. Thorpe^ who^ on the contrary, ^a€Md 
rather the part of a persecutor of these Missionaties*^ 
< The int^rruption.given.lo education; by 'tiw ftfili- 
tia A^t, has been already menlk)ned.. Subsequently 
to the period of Mr, Thorpe^s quittbg th&iGblMy^i 
^e state< of the schools, firotn tte beat infonniititt& ^ 
which the Directors hav^beeti able, to obtain^: and^ 
on which they entirely r^ly; was.^s follows :— a scbMil 
undar^ Uie superinteodatice of Mn and • Mrft. «£«ts- 
c^er, Missioiicories^ contain^ aboutt one ^ndmi 
and forty captured gids,, and aUoiit thirty cfaildirencof ^ 
tl^e Colonists, Tw0 of the Methodist Missionaries/ 
aided by anpther pi^fson^. wereei^^d in keepinga 
school of bpya^on the new pia^; .A ^undiy^scfaooi'* 
was established in the building used . as a i chia-ch, 
under the manng^ment of a Nova-Sootian. ma»ed(' 
Jordan, who is stated to have carried it-ooi^with'^ 
zeal) and tq jhave had i|K)Fe. soholars. than faeveoiildt^ 
w^U ^tte^d to. One qf the sSoIdier;£ of the Rc^al 
Afrjcan corps, of th€i^%<iiie ;of Sims, eooductadilK^ 
hoys' school, ^t ;^hi^h the Airiow dMnoSevs^tand/I 
^o|dieffi, and tb$ captured jboy^'i^ho w^e: leairhingr* 
trades, attended^ to (be pumb^i; df ab^ttt Mitp 
Th|^ ffiap is repCMTted tp: pc(y gr^at .attantio&ilD tih^ir 
^ghool und^jf his qharg^, fwd iQ jdo. mmh ysfi^ to^ 
bis pupils : he had also some private scholars, 
ji^pd^s (be^e schools, tbenfitiras a private s^bciQJt 
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£ar gucb HtitbeColony) kept by a perfon 0f the 

aaoiepf DttOtaiL ...<.! 

•: The aboveisketcb refers to the yeaii» IttlS and 

1&14. • . .: '.' i 

, Since .tet tkne, however/ lin Eiiropean ^school- 
nuuter, and two .Eoropean schDoimistressed, and* 
three Afvieaa youths^ prepared by several years' in- . 
stfQCtroaiin tbis country to act as teachers on the 
new. system^ have) bem' sent out to Sierra Leone 
by Ifae Director^. .Several .additionai teachers have* 
dso <beeh^ sent, 'and nwre tare aboot t6 i be isent, by 
theCbnrcb MissionaiySbciety. ' 

SS. A|p(.60,MnThofpetauntifnglyasks,ivbytbe Insti* 
tUtioB ^' did tiot unremittingly labour to have the slave • 
trade :piK>]ioun<^ ainolation of the law of natiire and ' 
mtionft by the European Powers assembled in Con* : 
gressP'WAod dictit not do so? By whoin} then, was 
the puUk attzntioh awakened an^ kept alive to this ' 
sdbyeot^ At ivhoie. instance ^^re the Addresses iil - 
batfc JiouaeS'of Pbrliaihent in faivour of the univer- ^ 
sal^vbolidon of tte skve^^ trsade ' moved r By whom^^ 
was the ieioaii:^ ^Qnt- seSb^ of calling meetings to ^ 
petition the legislature on that pointy and the whole 
natfiiMriiivQokeditoicameifi^^d^^ in be^ 

half of injured AfrtcaP'By^whbna was the^unavoJd— 
a]bfo expense iatteriding' ' tl^si iiniv^rsai calt bn tbe < 
national kelkigi cbiefty ^bovneP '^To'^ tiiese ques<-^> 
ti€nas theVionljr' repiiy>! which x:an' be ImadeV is the ' 
Africap Instit^sitiorii? ' -^v:-^"- v/. V-. - ^\ w.; i -^^ ^w 

cvif ^iv Thoppe'^is\i^dra»t 6f i|» dreirti^ to this^^ 
caoae^ j6r 9^\^ko6i»rin);'themi be. neWrtheless Wiib^ to^^ 
^iwredit/tbolDSK}^ iuckapersMiiisiusvh^teiay ho^ to 
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ittfftiencar by ifae boldnew oC fak) uotrae : ituanuatiotn^ 
his statements can have no effect on; his Mlegetlky^m 
THAnistoHi yAiDwelkkaQw ndHi; wbatperMveraiqi^ im- 
portunity the wishes of the Institution have bMtt 
ui^gedi on thift point Even/ in^ the. laaib year, dorihg 
wfaicb the Diredors rejoioq'. ki. cmittniplatipg thoi 
poQghefifi. that, hoe^ been, mado io: thia^ greaft^ couw^ 
tbcou^i tfaeejQ&tiQiis of thoraMiniitersi there ha8» 
hfieo: a 6onstant:€OinniunicalHiiti of so^calitma andi 
idiocinatioD^ om the. pact loithei) of tiie Boardy.car ofi 
sQnie:of tbelliractora undotitstsaontion^ both) tt> the; 
Duke of Wellington and to £oi;d;Ga8tfereaf^ fortfafti 
purpose of supplying those distinguished characters 
vKJth the;material3:0it wbiohita' found i tK^r vepf^eaen- 
tatiQns^-r^Nk* XharfK! hopos. that. Lood dastlemaghi 
^^wilKofia^ to/ CDjuBiunioate priBaMyi mAi thenj 
pilferers, of, bift pioqpulaiity^*' lUmL Castl«Eei^rks 
ivi^entitledr tOi tbetbaid^iOf bi^.cdiibti^* and ofcthim 
wiqrld|.for.bi3 aUe, pcaEseMenAg^aiidcsttGttwftLiQfl^ita^ 
a|;the;&)DgressriD}thno<miiaei;;yfatttcLiC^ GhsdaDea^faf. 
hioimlf will: not sompk^. to i . admifci tfiaki tfanao efiootaci 
h«rar beeQ<in no^^small^di^ee'jattisted byr oonttnotfe^ 
c9tiotiii^rw€avedr.fh(im imn^bara^oi^httf^Hnd* 

flSJ Mt.ThMp0rat:oB(fladio^l9di9US)thiH^^ 
— <r'^ Iv baine; Wf timth&tojcondemmikln ;. notmvJMi ibrr: 
softcient d^rxeoHinh^. < AlUI couldLdopHvaldyii hvteii 
doiaa^^bulk. txxj exortionfrivare vmtiJ ^miolt taciyiotiu. 
from Afnc&; I Bpo^tmy{»»ih^*^ Minjllkii pa^: 
suaded you to call me before a Gammitiod qfitHkt^ 
AJSnicQH Jnitikdion^ uthwkl-Jjaundtipii fia mkdemp 
o;^4eloetfm<md^i€fi iSuhprn^l^dnixa^cmid^ntevtiti.. 
e(LiatulcamiaM^hMiimkb^^ I tiif^otrfttittaByi, 
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MAd was not disappomted. 'Thej conaiiderad tt-would 
b^ 4aDgevoii6 to ionpeMb the mamgeinfiat, emtrnH 
the patronag^i or contcaet tbe mercantile interest, mi 
an 9] A idineiclifi|g aervsitt and fijend« 

'' Yoa then linpOrtooed doie, until I promised to 
make written reiaariBs on your Repcarts, wfadch I as^ 
sured you were ^ delusive and fidlaoious ifirom be- 
^noiagto end.'* I compyed with your requeit, and 
sadafed you I Jaid nothing that I would not write ; 
or that; I would wirite ixything I could not prore; 
for I ooadadad iny introduction ^thus : ' I only r&* 
quests in retum.fitr (the trouble I have taken, that £f 
I ha^e 84id or written any tbii^ on winch a dou£/t 
can hang, that I may be adled on for iurtber ^eof, 
sad it shdl be immediately given/ Yet in pdvate 
it WW whispered there was no proof of what I had 
Mid .or written though I offered it, and diough t 
caused to he brought before :you thnee of the eldlest, 
most jbtelligent, most respectable, and most inde^ 
pendenit gentlemen you youraelvies ever sent te tiW 
Colony; for Mr/ Hamilton, Mr. Vamieck, and Mr; 
Niicol were dl servants to tbe Sierra Leone Com- 
pany, and afterwards held eonsiderable offices undei' 
the Grown, But ei«nry thing beneficial to Sierra 
Leone, Africa, or England, to support your own 
prolesBions >0c proinipes,..to expose the defalcation of 
funds, or ^the aggrmdia^eHt of individually, wa9 tO| 
be prohibited : ^every saerfiiee was td be made to 
■coneeaknent; no inquiry to ben<ydtitut(^; no attention 
paidtoitnytepvesentaticm; lest ex^ure sfiotild tear 
te pfflars from tinker tbe Temple <ff Tromlse, and 
tetfamel <f^tho tiwy^ elders p^risb in ftre ririns;** 
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o. NovT iiie fact id, that Mr. Tliorpe had made AT*- 
most all the charges corifained in his 'patnphlet/tc^^'- 
fciderably. more than a y^ar agoy-^z. n\ Ifeceilibbf 
1813, although he noMr. dompliifls of having n6 tlrtt« ' 
for cobdensatioa or correction* » He admits, ^how- 
ever, that a Comtnitfee of the African^ Ifleiltution was 
appointed to inquire into these cbai^ge^, but'he ehdect^ 
yQ^r3 to discredit its labours. The Committee oonv« 
sisted of Mr. Bsougham, Chairmaii ; Ldrd Caltborp:; 
Mf. Allen; Mr. Babington ; Mn Qarksoh^r Mr: 
Forster ; Mr. G. Harrison ; Mr* ThomiaB'Hiatirisod'J 
^ir. Macaulay ; Mr. Stephen; Mr jH. Thornton; Mn 
Whiiliaw ; and Mr.Wilberforce. They sdt for about 
tweaty-two days,and from fouf^ to five hburs each day* 
and prosjBCuted the inquiry itith the utmost diligence 
and qttentioQ. Th^y examined Mr. Thoi^iefeimsel ft 
Tliey examined ialso Messrs. Hamilton, Vdontek;; 
and Nicol,' the three gentlemen df 5\honl he speaks ad 
highly respectable, and inteUigent ; . and the refeultf wa^ 
the falsification of the charges of Mn Thorpe,' and 
a report in unison with that which is how made^ ^ 
Mr. Thorpe intimates in his pamphlet the prrfia- 
bility of his being. suddei^y ordered back taAfrfoaj 
as the ra^sori for it$ appearing ^lV tike very critijpal 
moment, for the general int^irests of the Abplitioat 
question, ';n wljich.he thought proper to publi9hil4 
This intimation is evidently intended as an aaswe^ h^ 
anticipation to th^ charge to which he had es^ 
posed himself of being jodifierent^ or even hcMstile to 
the cause of Africa^ He knevv, however, at the' iiiaq 
of the publication, that his return to Sierra Leone, had 
been countermanded by GQyeriuiferatjatid he^aUl 
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knew, that negociatiohs were actually pending with 
foreign Govefnments oii.lhe sabject of the slave 
trade, to which Ms pamphlet ivas calculated, in pro- 
portion to the credit it Inight receive, to give an un- 
favourablie turn: It was fortunately, however, too 
late, by two or three weeks, to produce any effect 
on Ihe measures of Congress. Its deliberations on 
that subject had happily closed before Mr. Thorpe's 
pamphlet could, -reach Vienna ; and recent events 
have deprived it of all power to retard the progress 
of Abolition in France. 



It now only remains to observe, that in addition to 
the numerous and unfounded charges which have 
been already refuted as affecting the Sierra Leone 
Company and the African Institution, two most re- 
spectable members of each have been selected as 
particular objects of Mr. Thorpe's animadversions. 

The charges brought against Mr. Wilberforce are 
too vague to be met, and too weak, as well as ground^ 
less, to require a serious refutation *. 

There i$ only one observfiition upon the sentiments 

* Mr.Thprpt, for instance, asserts^ at p. 43, tjiat Mr^.Clark- 
son *' was certainly engaged in this great cause twenty years 
before he eqlisted Mr. Wilberforce under. his banners;" when 
itb known to every ont; acquainted with the rise and progress 
of the Abolition^ause, that Mr.Ciarkson began his honourable 
career in ii, by the publication of an Essay on the Slavery and 
Commerpe of the hainan Species^ in 1785, andtjiat Mr, Wilbep- 
force, after much previous preparation, introduced the subjecj: 
to the notice of the Legislature, in an admirable speech, in the 
8e8su)aoifM87-1788. 
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ascribed to this gentleman which can beat all worthy 
of notice. Mr. Thorpe quotes a passage from the 
.** Letter to Prince Talleyrand ;' and, with his usual 
boldness of miscepresentatiOD, gives it as an avowal, 
tiiat " it is not slavery, but the slave trade, that Mr.- 
Wilberforce dislikes/' This interpi^tation b put 
upon a passage in wliich that gentleman labours to 
clear up the mistake, still prevalent on the Continent, 
of confounding the Abolition of the slave trade, with 
the immediate emancipation of the Slaves in the 
Colonies. Mr. Wilberforce, in common with all the 
most distinguished advocates of the Abolition, is 
anxious to shew, that a mere cessation of the impor- 
tation of Slaves cannot occasion* those dangers which 
might justly be apprehended from the sudden eman«- 
cipation of men, most of whom must be destitute 
of those habits which are necessary for enabling them 
to act with propriety as freemen ; and from this arr 
gument, Mr. Thorpe, with a remarkable disregard of 
candour, draws the conclusion, that Mr. Wilberforce 
does not look on the continuance of slavery as an 
evil deserving of any attention. 

It is well known, that the friends of Abolition are 
the less inclmed to recommend any hasty or violent 
measures for emancipation, because they are con- 
vinced, that if new importations of Slaves be comr 
plettly diXiA effectually prevented, this of itself must 
produce a material and progressive improvement in 
the condition of those ali^ady in the Colonies, so as 
to lead in time to their emancipation. Through a 
similar progress, the peasantry of our own country, 
and of the greater part of Europe, have risen from 
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tbe dmdkion of serfs to that of free labourers, by 
means of a number of indulgences granted from time 
to time by the masters themselves, merely from a 
i^gard to their own interest Experience taught 
them tlmt it was better policy to bribe their Slaves to 
be induitriousi than to attempt compulsion ; and from 
this motive one privilege has been conferred after 
another, till in the end all that distinguished (he cmi- 
dition of a skve has been annihilated. The same 
causes will produce the same effects in the West 
Indies ^s in Europe ; and however slow this progress 
may be supposed to be, history demonstrates that it 
is sure and invariable,*— for, along with the advance* 
ment of civilization, domestic slavery has disappear- 
ed ki every country where it has not been kept alive, 
either by the practice of enslaving prisoners taken in 
war, or by the ij^iportation of. Slaves from Cjountries 
where that practice subsists. 

These views have been so often explained to the 
puUie that no man of common information, and of 
a decent re^urd to truth, tiould have represented a 
line of conduct founded upon them as implying 
indifference to the continuance of n^ro slavery. 
But when we are told, in addition to this, that the 
conduct of Mr. Wilberforce has been uniformly 
directed by a base and mercenary project for raising 
tropical produce in Africa by means of Slaves, (and 
that in a settlement where by law no man can be 
detained in E: state of davery,) one cannot but feel 
the highest astonishment at the effrontery of the 
libdiler. 

With respect to Mr.' Macaulay, Ae charges 
against him being mo3tly of a personal nature, W(? 
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founded on extracts of letters written by him io con* 
fidence, and whiob- cannot be underatOH^ without n 
reference to their qoiitext, he h^: himself uridertafcQii 
the refutation pf tfeose calumniefl *,;f9f which reasoq 
pnly they are not noticed here.— :There ar^, howpv^fi 
gome points which seem rather to fall uithin thq 
province of this Report. The assertion th^t. he 
l\as obtained valuable advantage^) both fram thfi 
Sierra Leone Company and from the Institution^ by 
hi$, influence over their leaders j such as nearly a 
pionopoly of the trade, great freight for his ships, fuftd 
the whole controul of every thing .attached to th§ 
Colony, as well as the {arrangement of the office^ anc[ 
of persons tpiHl them, though easy to be re&ted in 
the most satisfactory mariner, the Directors. thii^ci it 
unnecessary to dp more than to mept with a dir^ect 
arid unqualified denial, . 

The charge of receiving a Mm of 1 07/. i3 founded 
pn the following circumstances. :-r- . , 

At the commencement of the African InstitutioPi 
Mr. Macaulay, whose extensive aequaintaDce with 
the state and interests of the country in question, 
was well known to many of the parties then asso? 
piating, was requested to do them the favour, of aotr 
ipg as pro tempore Secretary. Having kindly undert 
taken the office, and executed. it most ai)ly and zea-!* 
lonsly for four years, he solicited to be relei|S6d frmxi 
a burthen which daily beccune mor^ incpniveiiient ^ 
but at the urgent inatano^ of the Directors, reluct 

* See ^f A Letter to hb Royal Highness tlie Duke of Gloi^ 
cester^ President of the African Institution, from Zacharv Mac- 
aulay, Esq." printed for Hatchard, 190^ Piccadilly^ and Kic^ 
jirdson, Comhill. 
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tantly coosented to hold it for yet a short time^ 
wbeoy at the oiext aiuiiversary of the Society, the pre-* 
seat respectable Secretary bavingg^nerously qoi^sentr 
ed U> relieve him, Mr. Macaulay's resignation was ac- 
cepted. Sucbj however/ yiras the opinipi^ of a, general 
meetingi.inpre than usually numerous^ that a mere vote 
of thanks, ia the most respectful terras, was deemed 
wholly insufficient to express their obligation ; andj in 
pppQsition.to his repeated .remonstrances, he was re- 
quested to accept a piece of plate, of 100 guineas 
value^ as an inadeqiiate ^stiiqqny of their gratitude 
for the highly .valuable services which be had g^a** 
liuitously rendered to the Institution for Qve years. .Of 
these particulars, known to almost every member of 
the as80ciati<M), anfd. published to the world, Mr* 
Thorpe* eoujd scarcely hi^ve been igpor^^nt lU; t^ie 
very moment when, in an address to tbp public, h^ d^. 
libei^^ly cho^e tQ stigmeiti^e t)ie transaction as ^^ pro* 
fuse '* and *'ele^osin^ry/' -^ Eleewsinary," it is 
supposed, bf^a^^ Mr; Maciafilay had uniformly, and 
strenuQiisly refused ^v^ry thing like remuneration,, 
even in the shape of cppipUm^ntj-rand " projuse," 
because /tliat* comf^iment ^bich was at last forq^d 
upoft him, did PQt cost oi>p-eighth of what hfi had 
aotOally aaved to the Society by the service he had 
performed. Can Mr. Thorpe deny one word of 
this statement? If not, will he, as, a judge, decide, 
what epithets are due to the author of such a mis- 
representation ? 

The fact respecting the premium paid to Mr. 
Macaulay,.on the importation of rice, WM pffeQii»elj> 
f\s fellows :-^ 
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: A Resolution had been made by the Directors^ in 
the year 1808, that a preniiuni of a piece of plate, of 
the value of 50 guineas, or the same sum in money, 
should be given to the person n^ho should first im- 
port into this country the largest quantity, not less 
Aan 10 tons of white rice, the produce of the Wes-^ 
tern Coast of Afiica, in a clean marketable state. 
The object was obviously to encourage ti)e cultiva* 
tion of that article for sale. In \ 8 19, the commercial 
house of Messrs. Macaulay & Co. claimed the pre- 
mium for having imported not Un^ but nearly 100 
tons of such rice. They preferred and received the 
honorary reward ; but Mr. Thorpe has omitted to 
inform the public^ that the premium was no sooner 
awarded, than the whole amount of it was immedi- 
ately paid in by Messrs. Macaulay & Co. as a Dona* 
tion to the funds of the Institution. 

The Directors feel, that they should be deficient 
in justice to a most able, meritorious, and indefar 
tigable member of the Institution, and friend to the 
common cause in which they are engaged, if they 
were not to express, in the most positive terms, the 
indignant sense which th^ entertain of the vkulent, 
though fruitless, endeavours which have lieen mad0> 
to sully bis high and well-earned reputation, and ta 
diminish the usefulness of his exertions fortbeintev 
rests of humanity. 



The Directors have now completed their laborious 
comment on a publication which they think they 
have shewn to be entitled to little respect from any. 
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iotriosic merit, and on whkh iiotblng but the judi- 
cial char^jcter of the author coold have bestowed 
sufficient importance to have called for any reply^^^r- 
Tbey tbepefore regret, that a circumstance oiere*- 
ly adventitious should have created an> opinion in 
some respectable friends, of the expediency of en- 
tering intp t such lenigth of detail as must appear te« 
dious to all who are not deeply interested in the sub* 
ject Bu<, in the conclusion^ they console themselves 
with the oonfident persuasion, that thb exposition of 
the series of proceedings respecting Africa will not 
only set the question at rest with almost all those 
persons whose opinion is worthy of regard, but will 
have the farther good consequence of increasing the 
public attention to their great and interestiug cause, 
and of enabling them to prosecute their course witb 
more vigour and eftect. 

To some they may seem to have spent too much 
time in a gratuitous and unnecessary defence of the 
Sierra Leone Company ; but the allegations against 
that respectable and disinterested body, are so ming* 
led and confounded, probably on purpose, with the 
attack on the African Institution, and on some gentle- 
men who have belonged to both, that it was not only 
difficult to separate them, but neither could the Di^ 
rectors wisb^ merely for the sake of shortening their 
own task, to permit so many calumnies to pass un- 
noticed. 

For any severity of expression towards Mr. 
Thorpe, should his accusations or his proofs appear 
too frivolous to provoke it, the justification may fairly 
be found in the flippant malignity of the accuser; — 
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-for it mu^t not be forgotteti, that he ha& tidt'toi^ned 
his charge* to inadvertence, or injudifcious manage- 
ment, but has dared cither openly to assert^ or covert^ 
ly to insinuate, that in the ostensible ptir^it of a 
magnificent national object, its great patron, Mr. 
Wilberforce, has been self-interested and hypocriti- 
cal ; — that the Managers of the Sierra ' Leone Comi- 
pany were dishonest and corrupt;— that power, pa- 
tronagie, and emolument, in some way or other, M'ere 
•the real ends which^ these persons, whether in the 
Sierra Leone Company or in the African Institution, 
have all along pursued; — and that to the attainment 
of them they have wilfully sacrificed the interests of 
their constituents, the expectations of the public, the 
national honour, and the happiness of Africa. 

The Directors are perfectly awEire, that so prepos- 
terous a charge, against persons whose reputation is 
far above the reach of such an assailant, could no 
otherwise acqdire currency, for one instant, but from 
the general and proper presumption in fayour of the 
veracity and accuracy to be looked for in one holding 
the office of a Judge; and the conviction, tlmt no 
person of honour and good sense would hazard such 
assertions on light grounds. 

Biit surely, when accusations so calumnious are 
preferred against men of unimpeached reputation, it 
is not the aggravation of their being senseless as well 
as false, which should enable their authors* to find 
shelter in contempt from' just and deserved censure. 

One other point only remains to be noticed.— 
In his last publication, Mr. Thorpe loudly calls 
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for *' open/ faii*, and full enquiry."— This is spe- 
cious, and may answer the end he probably has in 
view, of keeping himself some little time longer a- 
float before the public^ But let it be for a momenfi 
examined. 

A person thinks fit td publish a virulent invective 
AT LEAST, against the proceedings and the characters 
of many respectable men. Contradicted and refuted,' 
he demands a public inquiry. Who Mr. Thorpe 
is, to claim all this attention from the world, i^ 
a question more easily asked than satisfactorily an- 
swered. 

But into whose conduct would he inquire? If 
into that of the Sierra Leone Company, a short aind 
obvious reply has been already given. Previous to 
the dissolution of that Society's connection with the 
Colony, above seven years ago, four parliamentary 
investigations of its affairs had taken place, the re- 
sults of which are sufficient to shield its memory 
from his aspersions. It may also be doi^bted whe- 
ther the members of the Legislature have not sufficient 
occupation, . without recommencing their labourer 
merely because Mr. Thorpe is dissatisfied. 

Does he quarrel with the conduct of the subsequent 
Governors of the Colony ? Those gentlemen held 
thdr appointments successively from the Crown, and 
were immediately accountable to its Ministers, who 
do tioi seem to have betrayed so t6tal an inattentioti 
to the behaviour either of their Governors or their 
Judges there, as to warrant Parliament in taking such 
an investigation out of their hands ; and who else has 
a right to do it? 

T 
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The Directors of the African Institution remain,, 
therefore, the only objects ; who, not having ever, 
received, or even solicited, either powers or aids from 
the Legislature, are not, in the usual course of aflfairs, 
accountable to it By their own constituents, the 
Subscribers who elect them, they are at all times lia- 
ble to be questioned, and have ever cheerfully afford- 
ed to them every information. - ... . 

And to these Directors Mr. Thorpe having made 
complaints, a Committee of Inquiry was instituted, 
whose proceedings have been already mentioned ; and, 
the result not answering his purposes any better than 
the Reports of the House of Commons, his judgment 
and his temper have led him to denounce the mem- 
bers of that Co.mmittee as partial or incapable. But 
does this afford the least presumption that they de- 
serve the imputation ? 

To conclude : the Directors of the African Insti- 
tution really do not acknowledge, any responsibility 
to Mr. Thorpe, They are not aware that he has 
lurquired a right of demanding a scrutiny into theic 
concerns, merely by having had the effrontery to 
launch against them a virulent and slanderous invec- 
tive, which they have thought fit to repel ; npr are 
they disposed to give hin^ a consequence, < to which 
no otlier circumstance entitles him, by taking the 
^lightest notice of any thing which he may in future 
think it for his fupusem^nt or his interest tp utter to 
the world. 
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A. 

<}EN£RAL VIEW OF THE EXPENDITURE OF THE SIERRA 
LEONE COMPANY. 

1. Estimate of the C&n^am^s Expenditure during the first 
three Years of the Colony ; namely ^ from January 1792, to 
December 17M^. 

In Provisions granted by the Company to, the 
Nova-Scotians, about •... I..20»000 

In providing Shipping^ for the temporary Ac- 
commodation of the Colonists, and other 
shipping Elxpenses, about 30,000 

In Buildings, about • 25,000 

In laying out Lands, and in Cultivation, about 5,000 

Value of the Goods consumed in the Company's 
Store Ship, which was accidentally burnt f, 
about 15,000 

Salaries of Servants, Expense of Passage, &c. 12,500 

Expense of Home Establishment, Act of Incor- 
poration, &c., about. • 4,000 

JL.ll 1,500 



This amount is exclusive of the loss caused by the destruc* 
tion of the Colony by the French, estimated at upwards of 
60,000/. 

* When Freetown was captured by the French, towards the close of 
1794, all the colonial books of account were consumed in the general 
conflagration of the Company's buildings. It was not possible, there* 
fore, to do more than to form' an estimate of the previous expense, at- 
nearly as the data which the Directors possessed enabled them to do. 

t The value of the ship is included in the second item. 
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2. Abstract of thl Company's Expenditure, between the Ist of 
January 1795, and the 31rf December 1790, being five Yean. 

Salaries of Civil Servants ...L.14,&08 4 3 

Department of Instruction #•#«••••••••• 3,442 7 7 

Medicat Department ..•.••••.•••.• •••• 2,472 3 & 

Cultivation, including Premiums, and the Ex- 
pense of an Expedition to * procure Plants, 

Seedsf&c 3,808 8 9 

Contingent Expenses of all kinds, including 

Colonial Defence, the Expense attending 

ShijqiMDg for the Acconuaddation of the €<► 
y lony after its Destruction by the Fieaeh, 

Expense of Servants' Passages to and from 

the Colony, the Loss on Buildings, &c. &c« 10,$&1 XI ^ 
Expense of Home Establishment; including 

House Rent, Clerks, Office {Expenses, <&c..». 3,039^ 3 ^ 

1..37,771 18 6 



This amount is exclusive of all commercial charges and 
commercial losses, captures of ships, &c. Neither does it 
include the actual value of the various buildings elected in 
the Colony at the Company's expense during the above 
period. 



3. Abstract of the Company's Expenditure from the^ 1«# Jan. 
1800, to the 3lse Dec. 1807, being eight Years. 

Salaries to Servants of the Company abroad, 
including Expense of their Passages to and 
from the Colony •• X«.34,10Q 13 4 

Expense attending the obtaining of a Charter 

of Justice • 1,393 6 % 

Expense attending the Department of Instruc- 
tion in Africa and England (exclusive of the 
Salaries of Teachers at Sierra Leone) ,.•••• 4,103 12 3 
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Brought forward ••.I..39,60d 10 1^ 

Erpaise of Medical Defwrtaieiit, excliuive of 
Salaries 1,^70 18 O 

Expeaae atteodiiig CullifatioD, PrenioaM to 
Setdort, J^o.» exoltisive of Salaries...^ 3,027 16 11 

Expeott attending Ibe Erection of Fortific»> 
tioiit» and other IHiUic Buildingf; Ord- 
nance, and Ordnanoe Stores; the Payment 
of a Military Force formed of the Settlers 
for Colonial Defonee : the Charges of the 
War with the Natives, dsc^iec. - w..«.. 67,769 3 11 

Contingent Eipenses, kidnding Hotise-reot, 
Stationary, Expense of Police and Courts of 
Justice, Presents to Native Chiefs, and a Va- 
riety of Miscellaneous Expenses, not redu* 
cihle to any distinct Head 19,M1 12 4 

Sahiies to Servants in Enghud 6,609 6 

I Z.129,061 11 11 

}. — — — — 

; The above abstract is excknlve of commercial losses, par- 

I ticnlarly from Capture by the en«ny, which were consider-' 

able, and e<MmBieroial salaries. 
Of the above amount, there was received from Gorernment 



B, 

EXTRACT OK THB SUBJECT OF THE JOURNEY TO 
TEEMBOO OF MESSRS. WATT AND WINTERBOTTOM, 
FROM THE APPENDIX TO THE ACCOUNT OF MB. PARK'S 
LAST MISSION TO AFRICA* 

With reference to the internal geography of Africa, the 
writer may take this opportunity of observing, that next to the 
African Association, to whom we are indebted for almost all 
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tfae authentic inforimtioii which we possess upon this subject^ 
considerable praise is due to the Sierra Leone Company,- uTider 
whose auspices, during the time the^i w«re in possession of that 
Colony^ several important journiea into the interior were ji»- 
diciously undertaken,, and toccessfnlly executed. Amon^ 
these may be mentioned, an expedition, in 1704, by Mr^ Watt 
and Mr. Winterbottom* being a land journey of near Ave 
hundred mile^, in going and returning by different routes* to 
Laby and Teemboo: both oftbeai considerable towns^ and 
the latter the capital 9f the Fonlafal country* Tombuctoo ap- 
peared^ from the inquiries made by the travellers^ to be^'well 
known at both those places, and the communication with tliat 
city from Laby, though it was spoken of as a journey of fdur 
moons, was represented: to be open, and they were farnished 
with many particulars of the route. Shortly afterwards, in 
consequence perhaps of.this information,. a project was formed 
nt Sierra Leone, of sending out a. Mission toTombuctoo; bnt 
Mr. Watt, who was to have undertaken the journey, died, arid 
tile invasion of the Colony by the French in September J 794, 
together with the destruction which followed, seems to have 
put a stop to ^expeditions of this nature. 
. The Editor has been' favoured by Mr, Macaulay, late 
Secretary of the Sierra Leone Company, and .formerly Gover- 
nor of the Colony, with a sight of the Journals of the expe- 
dition to Teembop, as well as of some other Missions from 
Sierra Leone, of inferior importance. They do great credit to 
the writers, (especially the Xournalto Teemboo), and contain 
many valuable and interesting particulars, several of which 
have been given to the public in the Reports of the Sierra 
Leone Company, and in Dr. Winterbottom's judicious account 
of the native Africans in the neighbourhood of that Colony. 
But there is still room for a compilation or selection frpm 
these journals, which, if well executed, would be an instruc- 
tive and interesting publication. — Last Journal of Mr. 
Mutigo Park. Jpp, p. cviii. 
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C, 



EXTRACT OF A LETTBE PROM THE CHAIRMAN AKO 
COURT OPDIBBCTORS OF THS SIERRA LEONE COMv 
PANT, TO OOVBaNOR THOMPSON^ DATED 20th OCT.' 
1808. 

We have to acknowledge tbc receipt of your letter of the 
27th July, which treats exclusively of the violation of the prin- 
ciples of our Institution by our chief servants abroad, and 
more.especially by our late Governor, Mr. Ludlam, through the 
countenance which be gave to the introduction of the system of 
indented servants, in the case of certain Slaves taken in the 
month of March last, by Captain Parker, in ships supposed to 
be American ; for each of which Slaves. Mr. Ludlam permitted 
those who received them to give twenty dollars to the captors. 

We have in the first place to observe, that the transaction 
in question took place subsequently to the transfer of the Co- 
lony to the Crown, and ther^^fore under the authority not of 
the Sierra Leone Company, but of the King's Government, and 
without our privity or instructions. Indeed, the previous 
transfer of the Colony had deprived the Company of all right 
to controul the conduct of those who were appointed to go- 
vern it^ Wejcannot, therefore, help expressing our surprize 
that you should consider us a party implicated in the trans- 
ai^tioo which is the object of your animadversion, and still 
mprcj that you should begin your letter by representing the 
Company as having, through that very transaction, " by means 
of tKcir agents, turned slave-traders themselves/' 

The intelligence contained in your letter, that, slavery has 
always existed in the Colony of Sierra Leone, is certainly new 
to ns. We are bound, however, te -question the accuracy of 
information so contrary to the tenor of tbftt which we have 
been accustomed to receive, and implying so uniform an indis* 



Digitized by 



Google 



144 

position in our Governors to execute the laws provided for 
tfais very object^ unless we receive more decisive proof of its 
truth than is implied by your dispatch. 

This is, in fact, all that we are called upon to say in reply 
to your letter, the general suligect of which it is for his Ma- 
jesty's Ministers to discuss. We think it right, however, to 
remark, that we feel the force of many of yoor ol>jection8 to 
tiie principle of authorizing indented servants; but it is obivioaa 
that they are in no degree applicable to <mr proceedings, how- 
ever they may apply to the Legislature, and to the members of 
bis Majesty's Privy Council, who have sanctioned that prin- 
ciple, and in conformity to whose intentions Mr. Ludiam 
appears to have acted, in the disposal of the Africans taken 
by Capt. Parker. 

Had tliese Africans been regularly condemned as prize, we 
conceive that Mr. Ludiam would not only have been autho- 
rized, but required, to enlist them into hisJMajesty's service, 
or to bind them apprentices agreeably to the provisions of the? 
Abolition Act, and of the Order in Council founded upon it« 
Whether the principle adopted in that Act and* in the Order 
in Council be right, is another question. In the present case^ 
indeed, the Slaves had not been condemned. This, doubtless, 
forms a material consideration in discussing the legality of 
the transaction* Nevertheless, it appears to us perfectly un- 
just to censure Mr. Ludiam as the restorer of the slave trade, 
merely because he applied the general directions of the Abo- 
lition Act to a difficult aud unforeseen case, respecting which 
he had received no instructions. The words of the Act of 
Parliament are these : " Provided always that it shall be law- 
ful for his Majesty, his heirs, and successors, and such officers 
civil and military as shall by any general or special bi^er of 
the King in Council be from time to time appointed and em- 
powered to receive, protect, and provide for such natives of 
Africa as shall be so condemned either to enter and enlist the 
same, or any of them, into his Majesty's land or sea-service,' 
.as soldiers, seamen, or marines, or to bind the same, or any 
of them; whether of ftill age or hot, as apprentices, for any 
term not exceeding fourteen years, to such person or persons. 
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in such place or pltces^ and upon such terms and conditions* 
tnd subject to such regulations as to his Majesty shall seem 
meet, and as shall by any general or special Order of his Ma* 
jesty in Council, be in that behalf directed and appointed, and 
any indenture of apprenticeship duly made and executed by 
any person or perams to be for that purpose appointed, by» 
any such Order in Couneil, for any term not exceeding fonrteen 
years, shall.be of the same ibrne ami cfiaet as if the party 
thereby bound as an apprentice had himself or herself, when 
o# fall age, iqxm good eonsideratioii, duly executed the same, 
and «¥effy suek natite of Africa who shaH be to enUcted, or 
entered as aforesaid, into and of his Miyesty's knd or sea 
Arcefl^ as a soldier, seaman, or marine, shall be considered, 
treated, and dealt with in ell respects as^ if he had voluntarily 
so enlisted or entered himself/' 

We certainly think that Mr. Ladlam was to blame in al- 
lowing twenty dollars to be paid by the persons tidying the 
Africans, to the pereons who captured them; and we express^ 
this opinion on our first hearing Of the transaction. The' 
difficulties, howeter, which must have embarrassed Mr. Lud- 
hua nt the moment, -in deciding on a case which was wholly 
unprecedented, certainly entitle his conduct to the most in* 
dulgent consideration ; nor can we agree that the transaction 
dught to be confounded with that of a sale of Slaves. He 
sum thus paid in the way of premium of apptenticeriiip^' 
ought, as we conceive, under the new circilftnitefiees which 
have arisen, to be recovered from the captors, and restored 
t6 the Colonists who paid it, and in any case, it seems bard 
that they should lose it, and be also depnved of the services^ 
of their apprentices. The Coloaists acted under the autho- 
rity and guarantee, of the existing Governor, und in* a case 
wUch must have seemed to'lhem to be within Ins province; 
and we fear that some dissatisfttction may arise in their mtnds,- 
as well as some prejudice be done to the genend character of 
the ftierra Leone Government, if ihe prodamatlott annullita|p 
the whole transaction shaU remain unacdompanle!! by any in* 
tunation of an intetttimi to isfre measures fer restoiriiig to them 
wie sum m aussuuu* 

• u 
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irilNBRAL VIEW OF TttB RBGEI»T« A^KD iEpCPEllBITVBK 
OF THB AFBICAN INfiTITUTlOH, FROM THB MOltTH OF^ 
MARe^, IWI, TO THB dl0t:D£CBMBBR» 1614. 

Tbe whole Receipts bave amouoted, as i^ . stated uk 
the Report^ t« 06^/* Tbe whole, ej^peodit^tfe ba& btw. 
8&37L.5^.. 3rf. vis:-*. , 

Collector's Commission on the Subscriptions.*^**. X*. 9^ 18 .4^. 
Sakiries of Cierks«««^«»*«>**v«*«M<«**««**f««*f*»»«»«*«»: 650 o ^ 
Porterage, Postage, Carriage of Reports,. hiring 
. /ll<M>ms £^t MeetiiigiB»» lUm of Office, Fumi- 

JfAce«,B.Qo|{St and Mf^pSj^ and yaric)us iacifdi^n- , ; ./ 

plal Expenses ,.... ..•<*•— •^••— •••««*-»••;• ^V^^ ^ ^, 

Advertisements in the Newspapers, and inserr, , . . / 

.tions containing Information relative to .th|^ .; ^ 

..Slave Trade, <S^c.... «....,, »,•••••«••» 237 10 Of 

Printing Report^ of the Institution, Sumtpari^s^. 

^ Tracts, and Addresses, Papers for Distribu- ^ . . . . 

, tton in Nayy, Summofiiseiy ^c* S^^, •••••.,»•••, ,L1^ . 7 % 

Translatioupi,o( Tracts inlo. Foreign .4^angui^s«. 
and printing and f^ircubticigjliie same;. also, 
the . aidii^ of Wo^ks adapted , to th^ West 
Indies, &c......,*Mn«*«*P«***»o..tv».M«.*.».^*.» , 650* 1^. a 

Expense attendii^ Captain Paul Cuffee's journey , . . > . 
to London.; .rescuiag a F^e^ Man of Colour . 
ftom. Slavery, and sending. Native Afiricana .^ 

back to their own Coimtry •«••* *,*•»* , 202. $ ft 

EducationofAfricaii Youths for Schoolmasters.. : , ■ 
their Mamte^Qa^ce and Passage^Mgney ; Salary • >. 

of T^chersand their Ott&£t,Scfaopirbf»oks,^Cr 728.4 111 
Expense of procuring and tmnsmitfing. various , .^ . > 
. Seeds and Plants and Machine to Sierra , \,, 
L«onc .i;. •.•.*... .wtw "^M.. 51 
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Expense of Ltir Proceedings instituted agiffnst ^ 

Persons engaged In tfce Slave 'tMe 768 2 tO 

Expense of aPieee of Plate» Preniunis, Stc.^i. 295 ' 2* <) 
£xpense attending tlie Petitions pi^sentM to Ptir- 
Jiameiitoii'tiie81aVeTfttd€^inl8i4:...;...L\.. tfm' S « 



'y'LJMnt -'^ 8 



., i. Cqk^^yolSlcml^MHie^SiQpt.,!, 18)%T 
His Excellekieyidll«rle»^Wi)li«m'Maxtrell, GoVemor* in Chief 
of Sierra Leone^ Ooree, and S^negtil^ (fee. Arc. tt:c. ' 
* ' Dr. to James Biggs, 
For Diplomatib Sertices rendered to his Miyesty for the 
Purpose of Carrying into Effect the Stst Geo. III. c. 25^ 

enacted ibr the Abolition of the Slare Trade ? 

••I. '..'•• ' .1. ■• ^ ) ' 

March, I&ISL * ..:,..;♦ 

To writing fpiac JteKcM^ toMr. WiUiin Skettdn^ 10 . r 
persuade Ju0l''io cdase from the Sooaoo Coujitf y ' . 
to the Colony of Sieinfl Uone» to t«neuned tbi * 

JSIave Tr^d^^.and 'to beooole an Evidence for 
the CrowangiiMt tfae^Siaye T)«4()ra ^ the RiOk. 

To writing iw o l^et^rs to Bei^audfi Curtis, fys the • >t 

sane purppse ••«i«««f*w*««M«*««*rM^««M««»v*kii%«fe«4*- 
To writing to Mr. Samnel Perry, for the same 

.^o, writing one Ijett^r, foK the.'$|nier}]!Ui{>Q^. to ^ 

' , Mf; Stileii lU t4gbthoiurif6..,M*«f^*'*««**f *•«••••»•. . . h< ....% 

.^ wrltji|g/.o«(i l^tj^ t0 th^ lUv^ Melacbixar . ... - 
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u m tltttiVielr^ «f Jiit EuMka^y OoTemorlfn* 
wdl, b the SoppiefaioB 9f 4>« Stove T^e»>f.M : . 

To writiog one Letter to Ae ficv. Mc^Wwici . j 

^ for tiie.. same purpose •••;^««M«*.«»»«*k»«k**««9««*4»*»:. 

To writing one Lf tt«v te W«« Sattor taiders E^h * • 

. (;on|iii|i(i|der of lus Mii|e#ly's CekqU 

... Princej»8 Cbarlotte, advising his Conduct jUmarda 

: tbe InjbsJiiilattts of the Rio Pongas 

To writing one Letter to Mrs. Hind» persuading 
her to give Information rektivg to British Subjects 
whom she might know to continue in the Stave 
Trade * 

To writing a Letter of Instruction to Wmu Salter 
Sanders, Esq. respecting Sulno's Writing-desks 
at the Isles de Los and the Rio Pongas 

To wrhiog we L<^tter to Mr. JMaldohn ^rodie, to 

. pveveil on him to beoonet e Ct9fm JBvriieDee 
agaJKift tbft. Slave graders ^•M«f»'M******.*««!«>«««««»»'* 

To writing one Letter tofUYf. Cunningham, for 
. tuc same puipo^e**^**^ •••«««*«t»M4*tt««*rf*M««»r««««» 

To writing to Mn John fiiolman, for the same pur- 

pose •«••••••*••«•»•• •U««.»«)i«'»«*«««'«rfM««tilHf*9.^a**«^«p«; • .f- 

To communiciiytiog, in person, his Exeelleney 
Governor MaxwelFs Message to King MungH- • « ' 
Katty, end other Chkib ^«tiie Sosmo^NmIoiIv.* 

To explaining tath« ahawat»tef% middi lfa«4SliV% < 

Traders ift Ibe Ale Vongas, ^ RrHMi Aam^ 
Parliament ^€lali«e to the Miee Vra4e^*w..i.««v < 

To eiBfectuaHy- pevsttading iifit i^f tke^4tiM9kt¥t ' - * - 
Traders to • come* to the Colony -ef ^etra- Leenei -^ 
to renouoe^ the.Slv^ 'CMkv «dd np^Mwr -m \ 
£videneefeiv4he- Crown «f* Greet «Bnlai»^Mv«%to ' - " 

N« B. In the exeeutien of the wheleof t h e ■ ab e^w Bmi ^dhi6>iW ftfcty» 
which lasted thirfe^n^days^ fHoifi'ihrst to hurt; lltr.'Bf|;gir iH^B cM- 
atantly exposed to the violnice' and sfratirgtaro# tk^'Miti^ of 
,theSoo8oo i^^Mttft encMfagdl by-sdiHe^tlli^WIM^ Wlk. 
Biggs had ti^1««td hy IM itldiiiM «^t^^ 
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doni «f lit» ftuMllWDy Ofwmmip MtinMllrwd tbotigb ih^ 
tMk unm 4ittetAt and cftiatM^ diittgi^mis, in tn M state •€ 
iMalOi, «Bd « iraidfel «lifli«to, Mr. Bigjpi ^Mnplefeiy « Actoi 
the fRupoMof tfw OovMior» md Um a g lrt t» cMi^mtlie 
^ ftftker of 'Hm Slvr^ tViHe,*" lA^ wItliMI tlMe «ttrtiM^ 
unist iMvMllf Mfe 4M%ap^ wMi iiqiiuikjr, nd drai gttst 
detriment would bare been done to his Mftjesty's benetoleat 
iiitMitiQiis tominb tbe emttM« iaiMbiltnti of AMct* 



F. 



tHft dttfKetf lltiismKAtt tOCIBTY. 



niem » OM very imj^oitaat part of Ife Seeirty^ pkm 
M'vrhiobyMrOsiMHllteet^ ipM^ifitetod^^ It ik the 
iOt iAmtmm hMiMma, iMer the )^roltd^ 
of Briiieir ewtf h ewiy » > Id tbe «iest iafodrehle statione Ar 
iliAuiagAeiigteoflmlboiMii^tlKheftttaett. Is time Insti- 
«Hioa%* ii^l^wlMe^ AirtYto«lii»9llril4ioikadef» 
op the natWe ywlk* in |he h n e w r le dge of egriebkte end the 
4impkrW[bt^^mimqmfii^ to b d c ea w leerters 

of their GoniitryM%aad ^Hkm, if it aMi fitmm Qod, pvetfoheta 
of the CkNipeK I Theee last H l itw ui milk tcHe m peiias of tup- 
port totbe «eert»MM*of^hd ttoefolf «Mlnif rdipeetiveqiief teio: 
they nhy he'readeted the aaylens.of ito widweeead orpheW; 
ted-theprniM'faeeeoMViii f te io e a nmy ^-tt Mwob of henefioeot 
JoAoeoceTOvex tflie MOKle«dng<tiihdB; ddehaBtnidliilieiiii 
eboot to be establtshed within the Cohmy of «fiidnre Usteii. 

ton tileiiotesl^iii which 
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4kiii- These 46ltlea»6iitfl are wltlM to ihe eaprfee df |he nH* 
tives. . ' But tfcQ Io8titiitioii in queiUon will be aecm^ iHMier tlK 
lirot^clioo Qf the Colooiiil Gov^ameat ot Stem Leone. His 
Majftty's Bliiiiaten faave oa ibht( a» on eiieiiy other oooasiott, 
maoifested the utaMMt rwUnefs to atsbt the 4eai§pB of the'Se*- 
i^iety, aod toextend the mfifsA 4hkI ftUgiottif iateence of thia 
Douotiy^ , 

It ia proposed tOvrtcetye into tbia laa titntioa the wsiti" 
tudes of African children who are liberated fhnn smuggling 
slave vessels. Any benevolent person who gives five pounds 
per annum may have the honour to support and educate one 
such child, and may affix to the child any name he pleases. 
The Committee are happy to report, that they have received 
nearly one hundred such names, and that the sum of about 
five hundred pounds is annually paid to the Society's fund lor 
this object. ^ 

There has been of late a great accession to the Colony, of 
Afiricans of different tribes and languages, of whose moral and 
religions state no proper care has yet been takea. . Qt these, 
about 1000 are supposed to be cbildreii. A very laudable 
regard has been paid to education in the Colony, and exertions 
mre ^im iialnng ta this respect $ bot the rapid ittcnase 'OJF the 
aumber-of these destitute cbil^ten, by the (li5eratioiti"oiFi tlMa|< 
^Yn slave smngglcrs, and the large iacrtaie wfaiohany yet be 
expected from the same source, detaandiaore ene^etfcand 
nystematic efforts to rescue thetti firom>tg^iaiiee,aadtb traia 
them up ia the knowledge of -Cfariotianity^oaad ofaucb aooujpa- 
tionsi as may benefit themsohres and theiii oaaatry.' • 

Oawhon does this, office of Christian ) charity s6 aatimMy 
devolve, as on^ the Chardb Missionary Soeiety? » •. : . 

The effovts of the Society in Afirioa sve wholly direetad A^ 
th^ evriMaio& »Qd evmigelBEiag wiihe iialives.^ A gneater auah 
ber of tli6ae>iiatisrlM,.'aadiof vaiions todgaes, are^bvAui^ tvgi^. 
4he»'in*S(ierml«ooe thaB'in/aiiy other place wUbiB'tiiereadl 
^f»tb«iSociety» aad-iiiay'b^itfstiruetad thete witbawre secuAcjp 
<llMn 4lsewhete» . '^". r- 

.>A« .the* Society's* estaMisUataatsiaiMase in AAib^'SierfA 
1^0|i8'*wiU' beeone ijnare.t AiMeittary caa w pMatci aC^suj^M^ 
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Aq asylupi iviU (k reqilirtd <br theal, wWcit imiy be pi^parefl 
ia the Colwy with much gvtaler advaiitige than in Eoglanil. 

Children received under the Societ/s care in the C^hnji 
and broiisht up in Christian princqiies, would add rapidly to 
the moral iaflnen^. laf the Colony on the natives ; and w«iM 
become^ under th^ Divine bkaaing* the neans of extenstinely. 
diffusing eivilisatioa and Chriatkuuty. They should all receive 
a good J&)giiab .cdueatioiu Smdc of them •hould, at a suitable 
age, be apiHmtioed among the respectable Colonists to useful 
Vadesi or pla<Ged^in service t others should be brought op» 
within theprecin^ts of the Institution^ in a thorough knowiedg<« 
of thei gaidepiing and agricultuve adapted to their counUy : 
wjiile t|^ mM: serious and promising youths should receive 
such farthef education as may prepare them for being sent into 
the intecior aa scjkooknaaterSf catechiste^ tad miniiters^ Suck 
as are Jikely to settle in the interior should be well instructed 
ia thes^spectiYC hii^^uages^ by natives employed for thatpttr4 
pQse^. They might herereeeive^ under proper teachers^ such 
iostew|tiw in Arabic as laigbt render them sucoasiful oppo« 
neats of the Mahometans, and might place them as ajl eff^e* 
toal barrier to the inroads which they have long made on the 
natives- Every thing i» to be conducted with a viisw torender 
tbefflfe under: the Divine blessii^ the best friends aiidenligh*^ 
teners of thek tibuntry. .' 

A grant of landr hevii^ been made to the Society by tbm 
Colonhil XiovensMSnt; and die^oiety faaving r&qtuest^ a^ lai^ 
addition tia this gf8n|» the way is prepared for an es^bliiihmena 
adapted to carry these •.plans into execution. Tbere« School^ 
hoeae! should be eree^d on the national plae Ui ISM^r 
IMO children,, with a chordh cur chapel for public wershipjp 
and suitafaleaecoramedatiilns for the ohikken* f(^ a masU^ 
audi miflresSj a missisimiy and bk faaulyr and tdtiamtely^ 
ps<K|9sim| shoutdtbe m^e fi« decayed > missiouanes^ and wi«i 
dows or orphssisof missionaries, all in a plain and sobstaatial 
style* On the Society^s hmd, such of the liberated as arein« 
dustrious and of good character, and willing to conform to the 
leguktiont of the Establishment, should be encouraged to 
Httle ; aUfftmeals of lend be made _lo them for cultivatioa^ 
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far ditir ofwn rapport^ and mtttHmoe^ ilio«ld be ^vtfk to ^bMii 
in erectifi^ tuitable iMbitataoM, #a m phn prenmuiy ieieT* 
nrincd. 

ne CHRIfTIAN iNSTITUrtOV OV SfBUtA LBOITB Clftt* 

ftlifirtf €nd smpported bg the Bniish Ckmrth Mkn&tuitjf 8^ 
rietjf^for the mamtetumu and timc^ihm 0f A/Hean CMUreff, 
md fmr the diffutum of CMtHaidhf m4 wrfui knewkJt^e 
&mong the Nativee, would be en boMW to Bfitain end 4o ihe 
Chmdaa uame^ and an tneateolable Mcwriiig to Alriea^ * 

Yonr Conmittee rejoice to add, that tbe pvopoial liaa been 
kM before bis Majesty's Minlstort, wbo bate v«ryfiberally 
rendered tbe utmost assistanoe to tMs i«i|k>Hant de8%n, «nff 
will place all the liberated Chikitiea wider die InstitntioB^s eare. 

Your Comaittee hare fttftba' to state, tbat ^e prayer ^ 
a M emoriai presented by then to Qov ai— lui S^ oa the ereetmr 
of a Cfaureb at Sierra Leone, and tbe augmeotatkni df the 
Clll^plain's salary, aeooni]>ani<Ml by aaoCber Memorial on these 
subjects, from that sealoos and unwearied friend of AMea^ 
bis Exceiltncy Governor Maxwell, has been most veaMy 
granted. 



In another part of tbe smne Report It is stated, <« Mearfy 
900 children are now maintained and educated m the diffiMPent 
Settlements of tbe Society. At Bashia, Mr. Renner and Mr. 
WUfaelm are erecting a Cburcb ; and Mr. Weszel is building 
another at Csuq^er. At Tongro^, Mr. Nyhmder 4s enlkirging 
bfs school, and proceeding vigorously in the preparation of 
elementary books, to teach the Bulloms their own tongne. 
Hie Gospel of St Matthew will soon be forwarded to the '8o« 
defy to be pHnted. It will be the first book of the Word >ot 
God whicb bss ever appeared in tiie native languages of this 
Coast. At 0aiiM«r<tbe new settlement of tbe Sodety); Mr. 
and Mrs. Kleh are establisbed with the prospect of a l«r|fi 
•efaool/' 
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eOJ^Y OF A liRTTBR FftOM MR. THOItPB TO GOVfiBNOK 
MAXWKLL, PATKD AtG. lOj XQl% 

My dear Sir, 

' *rhe letter you transmitted yissterddy has indaced iiits 
Ivhich 1 baire k>ng eentemplated ; bnt first let me assare yoii 
tbat I never did, nor never intended to apply for teave of ab- 
sence. - I^ated in representing the situation of the Viee-Ad*^ 
luirf^ Court, tbat no benefit could arise to me, as it wa»n<lt 
firobable 1 could remain here longer than six months* and I 
aienitiomed to ^ou that I had done so. Surely after remaining 
tiiteb years and^a half, before I came out, and after the noise 
it made, it 'would be absurd to apply for leave of absence aftet 
remaimng <mly six months at my station. Illness, or the pub* 
fie service, arc the only things that could induce me to move; 
and tbe caH of eitber i diottid obey without waiting for leave 
tofdqNtrt. Now I'can>aasiir« you, on my solemn word, that I 
pcnrer did intend lea^mg. yOu; until we had agreed and settled 
"CveryM thing ibat could .^probably effect an abolition, and then^ 
hiy going to tbe fctaolaiin hciad, lend labour to carry it intoexe* 
oution. I iieveit Uad an id«a of going home full of schemes, and 
deliirering tbemaainy own.<: i>nev«raQl;^ded to appear more 
than an ii$elid instrument by which ^roii had made much exer« 
tion.' :When Commodore Irby and Captain Scobiell api^ied 
to mcon the subject, of retucning to England^ I told them i 
would not- l^ave yott while I could be more beneficial h^nt 
than inJBngiaod; I certaMy have written to Mrs* Thorpe, that 
I conceived every thing done that I could effect here ; that 1 
thought I could do mueli in England* and therefore she migbfL 
soon eapectnte h^ome: but you know that when the frigates 
are going, the bad weather will probably be over here; therefore, 
if tbe Almighty should spare my life for a few months, he may 
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preserve my health till April, and after that I am coavinced 
you would not advise my continuing here on any aceoimt* It 
only now remains, my dear Sir, * for you to determine bow it 
would be most beneficial to the cause we are embarked in for 
me to depart You will reflect on the state you found this 
Colony in, and the tfltprofmnefifs yoic fytve made: /can add 
sotfaiag after trying the Maroons. Nexl consider iaif ely how 
extensively we have cripplod the slav« trade. Wte have closely 
bound up the Portuguese ; we hav^ terrified the Americansy 
and put to flight the Spaniards. 

My deeis joHs afe all known: any one can . foUow fhem up. 
I canpot add to what 1 have done* But look t^ the gr^at plM 
you have iq vi«w, and the short time you pay be aUowed for 
its execution. England has kbovred to aholiih th« 4l«ve trftde» 
That trade haa been the means of every coaiforl the AfiMtti 
Chiefr poasosK we never can destroy it; w^l we provido smml 
means by which they can othenvise presene those contfiute 
Thai can only ho done by pros^ilt and trade. Bnghwd hia 
wished to explore Afrkil, to t^ivilifle the ootiady* and bcaefit 
hiy ^ ^nAfi, Hiat caMQt be aflhctod by individttala csptoiv 
IHg, ai)d trifling presents. We nnist mahe the Afrieana opaa 
thftroaAeemelous, faegratifleda«Aeiriehtd. Thkcmioiify 
\t done by pbicmg ceafidoiioo ia powerfiil individuaia on tht 
qfiiMl by depositing pveaenls for tho ohiefr in the iitefmiv 
^ leaving artieles lor trading with them. England, by her 
anxiety to abolish the slave tmde, has withdrawn capital, va^ 
dttced her flonriahing ships, and dhninisbed her narsery Ibr 
aeaiaen; but ky putting dawa conuneveuil companies^ and en« 
tending naiitary fovtsalopg the coi^at, ya« ro^stalMbh all those 
advantages, you engage the whole- trade, you have power to se* 
cure it, yoa set up for Ea^and a new and a moslf pifodnef ivo 
tOMk 3 iur capital and her shq^ yon sal afloat agahi ; yoii aug^ 
jaeat her mariners beyond hef oobcoptioo, and you open such 
# means of recruiting her army as she never dreamt o£ Yon 
haje ahaady indmced seme Chieib to place the iahabRaata, nol 
Bhick, undev yoar jurisdictiott ; continno thia ; $t wiH be easily 
goeomplbhed; extend it fiNMo Cape do V<eH ^ Capo Negi^: 
^a yeacs will efieot it ; yon wii| liH^haf a eatepdod the juris* 
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diction and exterritorial right of Great Britain over a quarter 
of the worid she never expectcfd. Von will exclude the rest 
of the worid from the African trade ; and yon will exclude the 
Africans so completely from others^ that they cannot choose 
but trade with you. Here there is an extension of territory, 
an angmeirtation of trade, and an increase of land and sem 
forces sufficient to maintain every possession, without saeri* 
ficing the lives of her European inhabitants. Kow I have de« 
Uvered to you hastily a little of what my mind contains on thi» 
extensive subject. Pursuie it: immortal ffu^e rests on iti 
Africa will be civilized, freed, and conciliated ; her population 
will bleM you; England will be enriched; unforced mines 
unthoaght of explored, and the lives of thousands of her best 
people preserved. Honour, glory, wealth, and blessings hang 
about it. Be assured it is within your reach ; it is not a leap 
by whi<;h you can fall ; it is presented to your hand, only grasp 
it strongly. Sully received lustre from being the friend of the 
great Henry. To receive the same from you is all that I re* 
qiure. Every power of my mind shall be given to you : I will 
siq^ort you in every act : I wHi attend yoo in every step; 
Wherever I shdl ff^ it sbaU be to jforwavd those objects. 
Whenever I can promote them by my presence, I will return, 
I will sacrifice domestic comfort, professional em^lumienf, eli^ 
mate, be»ltb, and perhaps life.. All I wish yo« to consider 
mm i»r Mfbeu it will be best to go t« England. If I do not g* 
tin AiftiK we lose a year ; if I get to Minktefs by Clitistaitta^ 
;ottr fhuBs ms^ be carried inslatttly. Beiieve me, in trutb, I 
WOuM rather gfr in April, oi aocooot of my healtb; hut the 
tioie way go by. Consolidale yoor tboof ht», put yoat mind 
^Mi-piiper, and see if il will not be bette» to lay them before 
Qovernmeat instantly. I thinh I could eavry «very thing into 
effect, and return aifeer the neat rains. 1 1 Is^ a greal eanse; it is 
%gveat subject ; eonsides it wefl, and I witl be tAio instntstfent cf 
eari^ittg into, effect what will be freedom^ to AlrieaF, aAd prOK 
^[writ^ to Enghind. 

Ever yours, with the truest esteem, 

(Signed) RoB^Rt TttOBFE, 
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PXTRACTOF A LETTBB FROM MJU THORPE TO GOVERlJO|^ 
MAXWELL, DATED 21st DEC. 1812* 

- I think, my dear $ir, the conviction of those two fellows* 
for perjury, will be of very great service ; it will purify the; 
testimony given in the Vice-Admiralty Court, $ind help to ter-f 
rify those fellows from coming to the Court. 

The grand jury did not find the bill against Samo t- I hear 
it appeared that Miller took those boys aWay without Ss^mp's. 
knowledge, but do not think it probable he did so, without 
giving any remuneration. However the truth may be, it is ^es^" 
as it is. 

There is one convicted of larceny, and one for ^u attempt to. 
carry off a boy from Fora Bay J; both those men, 1 think 
fvould make soldiers, and Nash Baily appears so incorrigible, 
that he cannot be suffered to remain : he is ^usijltted for ^ 
soldier" 



COFT OF A LETTER FROM MR. THORPE TO fiOVERKOK 
MAXWELL, DATED FEB. 2Sf, 1812. 

My dear Sir, 

The loveabl^ inhabitants of this place having determined 
that 1 must go to Lisbon in Mr. Beckefs brig, I, hasten to assure 
^ou, that if I had, or could determine on going, you should be 
the first acquainted with it ; but shortly after the receipt of 
Mr. Peel's letter, I informed Lord Bathurst that it would not 
be in my power to remain after March. At the same time, if, 
after hearing what I had to relate on the subject of the slave 
trade, shpuld my return be considered essential to carrying the 
abolitiop intp effect, I wquld be at my post i)y the middle of 
December. I also promised Captain Scobell, that I should 
l^ait for hii$ retufro, aiid could not feel justified in disapppint- 
|ng him. And now, my good sir, when you consider ho^ 

* Allndbg to Dunbar and another. 

t This appears to be a fresh indictment subsequent to his pardon^ 

I A place within the local limits of the Colony. 
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